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A BRIEF 


DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


ZE. x bs. 


- Containing the Subſtance of Three 


SERMONS 


| Preached i in the Pariſh- Church of Han- 


- bury, in the County of Worceſter, in 
the Year 1727. 


* which i; ſhewn its trie Nature and Properties; 
is Neceſſity fully and plainly demonſtrated,” irs 
- Objethxed, and other Qaalifications duly ſtared. © 

We S ALSO, - 

A True and impartial. Repreſentation, of ſome of the 
Chief of thoſe many Miſchiefs on the one hand, and 
Behefits and Advantages on the other, that are the 
uſual, natural, and almoſt inſeparable Conſequences 
of its being either ill, or well applied, and conducted. 


With a PREFACE, 


Shewing the AuT#or's Motives and Intent in Preas 
ching and K— the ſaid Diſcourſe. 


2 


| By GEO. VE& NON, A.M. and Rector L | 


— . quid noviſii rectias iftis, 


Candidns umperti; ſi non, his untere mecam. 
N Hor. Ep. 6. Lib. I, 
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LONDON, Printed for ame: and John XKnapton, "4 
at the Crowns in St. Paul's Church Tard; and Sold = 
by Samuel Mountfort, Bookſeller in Worceſter 1728. 
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Then no ck Lach Pious, than Prudene? 
3 eee Lady, 


"Ms, VERNON, 


ReuicT of 


Ho Nox N 


Late of Hanbury Hall. in 
the County of 22 his 
once very much Honoured + % 

Patron, and Kinſman; the 
following Sheets are humbly -» 
Dedicated; as a ſincere, tho | 
poor Acknowledgment, of > 

many great, and particular 


Favours received by 5 4 
Her moſt Humble, L 9 
Moſt Obliged, 0 7 


Moſt Obedient Ser vant, 
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READER, 


| 3 S the following D2ſcourſe comes 


abroad without any Perſon's | 
Deſire or Command; ſo tis 
thought expedient by the Author of it, 


to ſay ſomething touching his End and 


Deſign in ſuffering it ſo to do. 

And the only Favour he begs of his 
Reader, next to judging with Candor 
and Good-Nature of whatwas well meant, 


| how ill ſoever performed, is this; That | * | 


he would believe, that as his Preaching, 
ſo the Publiſhing of what follows in this 
Diſcourſe, was not occaſioned by, or 
flow'd from any other Principle than 
that of doing Good, and ſetting Men 
right in a Matter of the greateſt and laſt | 
Importance. 


Leſt of all, was it any Pride, or Am- 2 
bition of being known and deem d an 
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Author, that put him upon doing what 
is done: He well and clearly urs 


i fooreſaw the Charge and Trouble, with 


' | | | n 


which Performances of this Kind are 
attended, as well as thoſe Cenſures and 
ill natured Reflections, which, as the 


World goes, are not eaſy to be ayoided : 
So that if he be ſo well acquainted with 


himſelf as he ought, and may charitably 
be preſumed to be, he is ſo far aſſured 
of his being a Lover and Affector of 
Quiet and Obſcurity, that nothing but 
ſome higher and better Motive than that 
of being known to the World, could 
have put him upon ſuch an Undertaking ; 
and had not thoſe more Generous Mo- 
tives of doing Service to God and Men, 
ſuch as he is capable of, vanquiſhed and 
over-weighed the Force of his own na- 
"tural Inclination, the following Diſ- 
courſe, (Which, however, was not made 
Publick without ſome Struggles and Re- 
luctance, ariſing from Fear and Modeſtyy 
had never reached farther than the 
Knowledge of that plain Country- Con- 
gregation, before whom the Subſtance 
of it (for the Additions and Alterations 

that 


that have been fince made, ſome — 


Pr Hy. 22 


about, and put in Execution the other 
wiſe Purpoſes of his Good Providence, 


ſame Subject. And if what he has 2 
written does (as he heartily Wiſhes it 


cially of this * „ to 
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The Preface. 


Quotations allowed for are very few 
and inconſiderable) was delivered from 
the Pulpit. But after he had well con- 
ſidered, that God can even bring 
Good out of Evil, and that he often 
makes Uſe of very mean Inſtruments to 
convert and convince others, and bring 


he was willing to put himſelf under his 
Protection, and venture to appear in 
Publick ; being not without Hopes, that 
what he has perform'd, tho falling hort 
of thoſe fine Thoughts, exact Method, * 
and polite Stile, in which many of aur 
Divines excel, might yet by the-nateve" | J 
Force of the Truths thetein contained, * 
be a Means of doing ſome Good in th 
World, and fall into ſuch Hands, as 4 
cannot ſo eaſily purchaſe, or otherwiſe. 


procure other better Diſcourſes on the. 
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may) prove a Means and Inſtrument 11 
to quicken and excite Men, thoſe eſpe- + 26h 
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ſuch a Zeal for God and the Chriſſian 


Religion, that in very many amongſt 
us is ſo ſhatnefully wanting, and to ſet- 


tle it upon ſuch a ſure Foundation, and 


confine it within ſuch Bounds and Mea- 
ſures, as may at once render it accept- 


able to God, beneficial to the World, 


and ayailable to Men's own Eternal Sal-- 


pyation, he has the End of his Pains and 


his Prayers. 


For 'tis Matter of great Sorrow, to 
obſerve and fee the great and viſible 


| g : { | Decay of true Chriſtian Picty and Zeal 


amongſt us, which in none is more ap- 


parent, than in the Generality of the 


Members of the Church of England. 


Alas! We have little Zeal left amongſt 
us, unleſs it be that * bitter Zeal, that 


St. James ſpeaks, of Chap. 3. v. 143 
or that Party-Zeal that hath juftled 


out, and even devoured: that which is 
properly Religious; and of ſuch Zeal 


Wie have, or lately had, God knows, 
more than enough, but Which is rather 
to be lamented, than boaſted of. 


— Z. ON 
| And 


pP_— == 


Meh At... AM einm "I oil . * 


ee 


And this at a Time, when not = 


the Conſtitution of this Church in par-. E 
ticular, but Common Chriſtiamty, and 


indeed All Religion in general, was 
never more openly and violently aſ- 


ſaulted by Atheiſts, 


Deiſts, and other 


obſtinate Hereticks, undet that Diſ= 3 


guiſe which they mightily affect and 
glory in, vis. of being thought Men 
of a larger Genius and Capacity than 
others, and free and impartial Inqui- 
rers into the Grounds and Reaſons on 
which Religion is built: Whilſt the 
Generality of thoſe that are themſelves 
Chriſtians and Church-Men, ſcem as 
if they were indifferent what Turn 
things took; whether they have this 
or that, any Religion, or none at all. 


Whence elſe proceeds that great Li- 


centiouſneſs, and thoſe many groſs Im- 
moralities that are every Day practiſed 
among us? Whence that Liberty, that 
Men allow themſelves in the Commiſ- 
fion of known Sins, and that Indif- . 
ferency, not to ſay Pleaſure, with which 
they behold others do the ſame? And 
why arc - fo many Duties omitted by 

As Men 
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Men e or e or 
however winked at in'others, to which 
Men prying the Law of 
God, or the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
the Church and N ation, of which they 
are Members? 1, 

In vain do Men pretend to have Zeal 


for Religion in General, or this or that 
| | Particular Denomination: of it, when 


their Actions are not conformable to 


their Profeſſions and Proteſtations. 


Men may, and 1 believe very often do, 
deceive themſelves this Way; but it is 
not ſo eaſy to deceive others, and much 
leſs mock God, Quid Verba audio, 
cum Fatta videam? is a ſufficient Con- 
futation of ſuch Men's Pretences; and 
Men will evermore make a Judgment 
of others, rather by what they ſee them 
do, than by what they hear them ſay. 
And now what can we think, for 


- Inſtance, of thoſe amongſt us, who 


would be thought Good Church-Men, 
tho' they utterly neglect the Obſerva- 
tion of thoſe Faſts and Feſtiuals that 
are appointed by the Church of which 
they are — to be kept in a de- 

vout 
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Fout ane religious Manner; not 'ex- * 
cepting cven'thoſe that bear a particu- 
lar Relation to the Lord that bought 

#5 2 Of which there are no ſmall Num 

bers, eſpecially in Country-Places ; and 

that not only of the Poor and Labour- 

ing fort of People, but of "thoſe in 
eaſier and better Circumſtances, that 

for the moſt Part have ſo much Time 
lying on their Hands, that they know 

not well how to employ and get rid 

of it: And yet it were much bet- 

ter than it is, if this were the 
worſt that could be ſaid, and that the 
Time which they neglect to employ- 3 
in Devotion and Piety, and Works off - 
Charity and Hoſpitality, were not too 


of 
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often ſpent in open, or more concealed: 
Acts of Vice and Wickedneſs. 

Nay, the Lords Day it ſelf, the 
great Chriſtian Sabbath, on the due 
Obſervation of which, the Chriſtian: 
Religion, as to its Subſiſtence and 
Propagation in the World, has ſo: +I 
great and immediate a Dependance, is 
yet treated in ſuch a Manner by 
many amongſt us, as furniſheth us 

i - with: 


# 75 he Preface. 


w_ juſt Matter of Sorrow and Comm 
plaint. tate 

Many are they that La or never 
come to the Publick Worſhip of God 


in our Churches at ſuch Times; or if 
they do, bchave themſelves in ſuch a 


careleſs, indecent, and irreverent. Man- 
ner, that inſtead of doing God and Re- 
ligion any Honour, and aſſiſting and 


celevating the Devotions of their Fellow- 


Chriſtians, offend God, and give great 
Scandal and Difturbance to others; 
and ſo it were as well, or better, if 
they tarried at Home, unleſs they would 


demean themſelves. with more Reve- 


rence, and good Manners, and as be- 
comes the Houſe of God, and the Af - 
ſemblies of thoſe that come thither to 
worſhip Him in Spirit and in Truth: 
Whilſt there are others, that openly 
and notoriouſly prophane that Sacred 
Time, which God hath expreſly ex- 
cepted, and appropriated (Caſes of Ne- 
ceſſity and Charity being allowed for) 
to his own more immediate Service; 
and that in Defiance of all Laws, - as 
well Human, as Divine. TY 
| There 


— 


N | po . 
- The: Preface. _ ; 
There was a Time, when Scbiſin and 
ec 'Sacrificing to Idols were oa 
« as equally adious and => 
c and that it was not leſs 
cc honourable to ſuffer Death . 
« than divide and mangle Chriſt's 
« Church, than it was to die a Martyr, 
« rather than commit Idolatry.” * But, 
alas! there are but few amongſt us that 
are of the ſame Mind now; for every 
little Fault they can find or fancy in 
- their Miniſter, what they call hard | 
Uſage in paying their Tythes, or be- 
ing proceeded with according to Law 
for Scandalous Faults, or upon very 
ſtrong and violent Preſumptions, or for 
ſome other weak and, ill- grounded 
Reaſons, that Men eaſily "muſter up in 
Fayour of their own Inclinations, and 
to keep themſelves in Countenance: 
Or, Laſtly, out of a meer Itch after 
Novelty, and a reſtleſs, unſettled Tem- 
per, they will break the Unity of the 
Church, forſake their Lawful Paſtors, 


„ nee I. ni 


. Dionyſ. Alex. Ep. ad Novatum cum Textn E- 


mendato in Eufeb. Ecclel. Hiſt. Lib. 6. Cap. 45 Edit. 
Gul. Reading, 


ane 


"The Preface. 


a . embrace the Errors of the 

Church of Rome, or join themſelves 
to ſome of thoſe | Denominations of 
— who for Reaſons not to 
be juſtified, ſeparate from our Commuy- 
nion. 


ir were indeed ach to be withed: 


that the Primitive Diſcipline, as far as 
is conſiſtent with the preſent State of 
Affairs in this Part of the World was 
reſtored: It would, in all probability, 
do Wonders ; but tis certain, we have 
nothing of it left at preſent, in ſe- 
veral Reſpects, beſides the meer Shadows 
of it. And much Pains has been taken 
by ſome amongſt us, to teach Men to 
deſpiſe the Cenſures of the Church, 
and render them even as inf ignificant; 
and as little to be dreaded as the old 
Brata Fulmina, or the later Roarings 
of the Roman Pontiff's Bulls. If the 
Writer of this Preface be not altoge- 
ther of this Opinion, when ſuch Cen- 
ſures arc juſtly inflicted, he hopes he 
may be excuſed, ſeeing he errs in very 
good Company, and believes he has the 
. Scriptures, as well as the Pureſt Auti- 


quity 


Leo 


guity on his Side, that with him weigh 
more than the Opinlons and Sentiments 
of a thouſand Modern Authors: Tho 
among theſe, all ate not of one Opih 
nion; and many very Wiſe and Great 
Men from the Reformation to this 
Time, have and do believe, that a 
Good Diſcipline is at leſt neceſſary to 
the Perfection of any Church, and | } 
think nothing ſo much wanting in the 
Church of England in particular, as a | 
ſtricter and more impartial: Proceeding 
with all Sorts of Scandalous Of enders, 
that arc Subjects, and within the Verge | 
and Cogniſance of its Juriſdidtion. 
And indeed this is what we all ſcem 
to wiſh (with what Sincerity ſome of 
us, ought well to be conſidered) once 
a Year, * at leaſt; but when it can, 
or will be brought to pals, God only 
knows, But to proceed: ä 
Catechiſm, that ſhould lay the firſt 
Stone in the Foundation of Religion 
in the Minds of the younger!Sort (and it 
were heartily to be wiſh'd that there were 


> See the Office for Aſh-Wedneſday. oY 
none 
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none of riper 
much) is a Thing 
laid aſide; the better 


gregation, tho this be highly fitting and 
expedient, and would, doubtleſs, have 


a very good Effect upon many others, 


and is no way Diſoonoureole to them- 
ſelves. 

Whilſt, on the other hand, thoſe of 
meaner Condition little concern them- 
ſelves about it; and ſo they can but breed 
up their Children juſt to earn and get a 


Piece of that Bread that periſbeth, they 


care not what Hazards. and almoſt Im- 
poſſibilities they ſubject them to, of ſo 
much as taſting that wich endureth fo 


Everlaſting Life. 


It may be true, that as to ſuch Chil. 


11 Arens Inſtruction in the Principles of 
me Chriſtian Religion, the Miniſters 


may 


Years: that needed as 
almoſt forgotten, and 
ort commonly 
thinking themſelves and their Children 
above it, and fooliſhly ſuppoſe their 
Honour concern d not to ſuffer their 
Children to ſtand among Perſons of 
inferior Rant, and give an Account 
of their Progreſs in religious Know- 
ledge before the Minifter and the Cons 


Die Preface. wit 
(altho' they cannot hope ſuch Perſons” 


nefit at all, from their other Labours 


ficial, careleſs, and perfunctory Man- 


lect, of Children's being taught the firſ® 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chriftl, 


who too often ate found to employ little 


be ſolemnly promiſed on the Behalf of 
or ſhe ſhall be taught to ſay the Creed, 
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may in ſome Places poſſibly be to blame 
ſhould reap the ſame, or almoſt any Be- 


without it) by not putting Parents in 
Mind of their Duty in this Particular, 
or neglecting their own ; or which is 
near as bad, performing it in a ſuper- 


ner : Yet, generally ſpeaking, this hor- 
rid, miſchievous, and ſhameful Neg- 


and being brought up in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord, is not fo 
much owing to the Clergy as the People, 


or no Care and Pains, to fit them for the 
Miniſter's farther Inſtruction, tho” that 


every Perſon Baptiz'd, viz. That be, 


the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Com- 
mandments, and be farther inſtrutted 
in the Church-Catechiſm, in ordet to 
receive Confirmation from the Biſhop. 
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xviii The Preface. 

By which means it comes to paſs, that 
many have the Impadence, or 12norance 
to offer themſel ves to undertake for 
others, Who have never receiv'd the 
other Sacrament themſelves; nor have 
been fo much as Confirm ad, and, as 
they ought to have done, made a So- 
lemn Profeſſion of their embracing 
and adhering to the Chriſtian Religion, 
which their Sureties in Baptiſm promi- 
ſed for them that they ſhould do, and 
Which Promiſe they themſclvesare bound 


min aa rr 
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fo. perform. | 

And as one Sin is often pleaded (cho 
very fooliſhly) in Defence and Excuſe 
of another; ſo thoſe wretched, ignorant 
uninſtructed People, are found to plead 
ſuch their Ignorance for an Excuſe of 
not coming to the Lord's 3upper, tho, 
at the ſameTime, they have no Thoughts 
Of being better inſtructed in order there- 
. to. But whether it be for this Reaſon 
or ſome other, of which there is great 
Variety (ſuch as they are) tis moſt cer- 
tain, and never ſufficiently to be la- 
mented, that one of the moſt ſolemn 
Acts of Divine Worſbip, and on yo 
\ thole 
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The Preface. ix 
thoſe two Inftitutions, which Chriſt 
hath added to Natural Religion, is 
ſhamefully neglected, contrary to our 
Saviour's dying Command, the Example 
of the firſt and beſt Chriſtians, and to 
Mens own (would they take Care 
duly to ſtudy the End and Deſign of it, 
and prepare themſelves for it as they 
ought to do) excceding and unſpeaka- 
ble Detriment and Diſadvantage. 

ITis moreover a thing of the moſt 
mournful Conſideration, that the Wor- 
ſhip of God in Families is ſo little kept 
up or regarded, eſpecially on the Lord's 
Day; which is hot only a great Breach - 
of Duty, a Diſhonour to God, and De- 
triment to Religion, but is alſo a greater 
Diſadvantage to Men in carrying on 
their Temporal Afairs and Concerns, 
than is often well conſidered. For ſee- 
ing all Buſineſs cannot be diſpatched 
by the Head of a Family alone, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of others; can any 


thing be imagined, to tend ſo much, "Ig 


and ſo immediately to inſpire Servants 
with Diligence, Sobriety, and Faith- 
fulneſs in the Diſcharge of thoſe Du- 

ties 


xx The Preface. 
ties that arc incumbent on them; or 
can any thing be thought to Trends 
H7ves and Children more dutiful, obe- 

dient, and tractable, than the Exerciſe 
of Religion in Families? Whereby 
not only God's Bleſſing in the Courſe 
of his Providence might more rational» 
ly be expected, and depended- upon, 
and the Members of ſuch Families bet- 
ter inſtructed in their Duties, and ex- 
cited to the faithful Diſcharge of them; 
but moreover they would be deprived 
ol the Opportunities ot joining them- 
ſelves to l Company, and being infect- 
ed with their Vices, by which the Peace 
and Happineſs of Families are frequent 
ly diſturbed, and the Succeſs in Buſi- 
neſs, which might be otherwiſe hoped 
for, baffled and diſappointed, by Rea- 
ſon of the Negligence or Unfaithful. 
net of thoſe by whom it is managed 
and carrried on. Inſomuch that I will 
venture to ſay, that if God were better 
ſerved within Doors, Things would 
often be managed in a ſmoother Man- 
ner, and to more Advantage without 
and within too. And yet this is what 
many 


The Preface. A 
many call by the Name of Parita- 
niſm, or however neglect as à thing 
of no manner of Uſe and Conſidera- 
rr EW" (7 0 

Some Families there are, and thoſe, 
it is to be feared, not a few, Wie he- 
ver ſo much as give themſelves the 
Trouble, or God the Honour, even 
when they ſit down to their moſt 1 
lemn Meals, to invoke the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing on that Proviſion which God of 
his mere Bounty daily affords them, or 
return him Thanks for what they receive 
of his Benevolence: And yet as brutiſh 
and indecent as ever this is, it were to 
be wiſhed that there were not ſome © 
Perſons of otherwiſe good Account in 
the World, that are guilry of this Re- 

ligious, or rather Irreligious, Rudeneſs. 

It would exceed the juſt Limits of a , 
Preface to ſo ſmall a Performance, to 
enumerate but one half of thoſe In» 
ſtances, that too clearly manifeſt the 
ſad Decay of Chriſtian Piety amongſt 
us; what therefore is thought fit to be 

_ farther ſaid, will be comprehended in 

as few Words as well can be. 4 * 

And 
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6 from any. 
other more immediate. Cauſe, to ac- 
chunt for thoſe many Affronts, which 
are every Day offered to Religion, as 
from the want of Zeal in thoſe that 
prafeſs it; it is humbly conceived, that 
a Diſcourſe deſigned to beget and ex- 
cite it in Mens Minds, and at the ſame 
time to. reſtrain it within its proper 
Bounds and Channels, will not be 
thought by any honeſt and impartial - 
' Perſon, either to be Unjcafone or 
Unneceſſary. 

For tho it may ſafely be owned, that 

Moderation,” when rightly. underſtood, x 
is as much a Chriſtian Virtue as Zeal i it 


* & o . 3 * - 
4 < "Ia. +0 1 * a * 0 1 * 
N * * , Tue RY * "Y "_ % Lt, . 1 * - 7 \ 
wa N 
* 8 p : 
% 
4 4 þ 
4 0 ” 
% : L 
. 1 x 
* " . 
1 .* 
_ wy 
. oo». 2 
= —_ 
* : 
Ft 
* "4 = 
* 
— 
8 


ſeif; yet as it has been treated of and 


recommended by ſome of late, that is, 
in a rambling and undue Latitude, it 
can be ſuppoſed to leave little or no 
room for Leal at all, but as Moſes's 
Rad is ſaid to have done by thoſe of 
the Egyptian Magicians, would, if 
admitted, ſwallow up that, and moſt 
other Chriſtian Virtues. 
On the other hand, when Zea for 


. has been preſſed and recom- 
mended 


—_ 


"he Drefacs; 1 xx: © 


xended by the Save of Thunder, it has 
deen dreſſed up in ſuch an horrid and. 
\ffrighting Shape and Complexion, as 
in render it amiable and eligible to 
ane, but Men of the war Nature, 
nd moſt ſaluage Tempers, and as fuch _ 
a thing which can never be reconcil'd - 
to the Religion of the moſt Humble, 
the moſt Meek, and the moſt Merciful 

ELS. ' 
If therefore the following Diſcourſe 
ſhall prove any way ſerviceable (as tis 
wiſhed it may) to make Harmony out 
of theſe Di/cords, and reconcile Zeal 
to Moderation, and Moderation to Zeal 
and as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks * of Mer 
cy and Truth, Richteouſneſs and Peace, 
make them lovingly meet, and embrace 
each other ; the Publiſher preſumes it 
has 'a Right to be the more ur 
recciv'd, by all who are cordial Friends 

and ſincere Well-wiſhers to the Chri- 
Wiſtian Religion in general, and the Church. - 
of England in man. N it is 
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his Perſuaſion, and tlie thing it ſelf is 
indeed ſelf-evident, tho we WI enjoy 
by the Divine' Bleſſing (for which we 
have great Reaſon to be thankful) the 
Protection of a very Pons and Religi- 
bus Prince, who is known to be a Zea- 
tous Proteſtant, and who has made a 
ſoletmun and early Declaration, that our 
Conſtitution both in Church and State, 
ſhall always be his firſt and chiefeſt 
Care; yet on the one hand, if the 
want of true Zeal for the Religion we 
profeſs, ſhould not only continue, but 
ile get more and more Ground a- 
mongſt us (which God forbid) or, on 
tie other ſhould grow Wild, Fanatical, 
and Enthuſiaſtick, inconſiſtent with the 
Dictates of Natural, as well as Re- 
vealed Religion, a Zeal not to be re- 
conciled with Faithfulneſs, and Mercy, 
and Humanity, and the like great and 
indiſpenſable Duties; What leſs can 
we expect, than that we ſhould fruſtrate 
the wiſeſt Counſels, and beſt Meaſures 
that can be taken for our Peace and Se- 
curity? And by making the Governor 
of the Univerſe, who is higher and 
more 
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more powerful than all the Kings of 
he Earth, our Enemy, we ſhall kindle 
God's Wrath againſt us, and provoke 
Wim to plague and puniſh us in a vari- 
ous and terrible Manner, and- it may 
be at laſt, finally caſt us out -of his 
Protection, and give us over to the 
ill of our Enemies, and utterly de- 
drive us, and our Poſterity, of thoſe 
any ineſtimable Bleſſings, both as we 
are a Church and Nation, which we 
have long enjoyed, but which, for the 
greateſt Part, have not learnt ſufficiently 
to value; which ſurely tis our Intereſt as 
ell as Duty, to take all poſſible Care 
o prevent. 

Thus much having been ſaid, with 
Reſpect to the End of publiſhing the 
ollowing Sheets, and eſpecially with 
Regard — that Want of Zeal which is 
Wo viſible in many of the Members of 
Wc Communion of the E/tabliſhed 
W/urch, the Author only begs Leave 
0 inform his Reader, that he is not ſo 
ainly ſanguine, as to believe, that the 
ollowing Treatiſe will pleaſe every 
ody (for there are Few, if any Per- 
ormances of this Nature, or indeed 
B any 


* e N "I 
. : 
\ \s 


IXVi 'T he Preface: 


any. other, yo ever did that) ſome 
Men are ſo little | acquainted with 
any ſort -of Zeal, 2 they are not 
likely very eaſily to be brought to be: 
lieve it Neceſſary, but rather look up- 
on it as the Effect of Euthuſſaſin, ot 
a kind of Spir itual Feuer, that they 
think it their r Wikdow and Intereſt to 
Keep at as great a Diſtance from it as 
poſſible: Whilſt, on the other Hand, 
there are many who have ſo long been 
uſed to, and prejudiced in Favour of 
that which is falſe and miſtaken, that 
like the Light to weak and diſtemper'd 
Eyes, what is there ſaid, how. true and 
reaſonable ſocyer, may poſſibly grieve 
and offend them: But yet it is to be 
hoped, that theſe Prejudices are not 
lo deeply rooted in all, but that in ſome 
they may be happily plucked up and 
eradicated. - And this Author can truly 
ſay for himſelf, that it was not hi 
Deſign or Intent to provoke any Man's 
Choler and Diſpleaſure, ſo far as hel 
Could avoid it, and ſpeak Truth, and 
5 Ao Juſtice to his Subject; ſo that what 
is. laid in any Part of his Diſcourls, 


The "Preface. xxyii 
that may ſeem to bear hard on any 

Sort of Men (and tis no eaſy Matter 
Win a Diſcourſe upon Zeal, not to have 

Win Edge (ct even upon the Style it 
ſelf) this does not ariſe from any I. 
Nature, or I- Mill he bears to any 
Perſon or Perſons whatſoever; but 
that they may better ſce the Danger. 
ouſueſs and Unreaſonableneſs of their 
Miſtakes, and avoid the fatal * 
quences of them, Peel 
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Contains 4 ſtort 3 to the * 
Follouing Diſcourſe; and exhibitsa © " 
Plan of the Method, wherein tis © 
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intended to be proſecuted and carried 7} 
on; and laſtly deſcribes the Nature 
and Properties: of ZEAL. 


5 


I F it were rational to infer 

from the Abuſe of any thing, 
however otherwiſe harmleſs 
— or good in it ſelf, that it 
vere: totally to be neglected and laid 
ſide 3' the thing I am about to diſcourſe 
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than to take Care that we were not 2 


the moſt barbarous Outrages, and en- 


a Which 1 ſhall hereafter give ſome In- 
ſtances in their proper Place: a 


this Way of Reaſoning is by no Means ue 


Fire and Mater? And yet what more 
dangerous and deſteuive, when the} 


2. 


"of a and renner; wiz? Break, 
not deſerve our Regard, any farther 


fected and inflamed. by it; and on that 
ſuppoſition, it. would be the beſt and 


ſafeſt Courſe, to keep our ſelves on all L 
Occaſions as Cold and Indifferent as 
poſſible: For ſurely no one thing has {Wn 
been more dreadfully abuſed and per- | 
verted than Zeal, whoſe otherwiſe in- it) 
nocent, Lembent Flames have been re 


blown up to ſuch a Degree, and em- 
ployed in ſuch a Manner; as to occaſion 


gige Men in the moſt ſhameful and 
wicked Practices that ever were com- 
mitted in the Face of the Sun; of 


But then we ought to conſider, that 


to be allowed, nor would it be aps 
proved, in many Caſes, by thoſe who 
make Uſe of it in others; For what 
can be more uſcful, for Inftance, thai 


Ae 


* 
* 
: 
. 
1 - 
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are cither improperly or unleaſonabſy 
applied, or exceed their juſt Bounds? 
We cannot live without Air; and 
et when tis once diſtempered, and re- 
pleniſhed with pernicious Vapouts and 
Mixtures, what Havock does it make 
n the World Heaps upon Heaps! 
nſomuch as the Eiving ſcarce ſuffice 
o bury their Dead, in ſuch a- Malig- 
ity of Peſtilential Vapours, which 
are found to be attended with this 
iſerable and fatal Dilemma, that if 
e don't breathe, e cannot lire, and 
and if we do, we die. 
The Earth it ſelf, our common | 
Mother, upon whofe Breaſts we hang 
nd depend for our daily Nouriſhment, 
Wet, if it be either chilled with con- 
inual Cold, or parched with too much 
eat, or clogged and ſutfeited with too 
uch Moiſture, is forced to hear and 
; car the hollow, lamenting Groans 
of its deareſt dying, or ſtarving Iſue, - 
without being able to aſſiſt them in 
heir laſt and utmoſt Extremities: Fa- 
mine, or, at leſt, Dearth and Scarcity- 
nſues, to the great” Affliction, or cer- 
B * tain 
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3 this Terreſtrial. Orb. 
6: four Elements, how neceſſary ſoever 


in particular, but under ſome Circum- 


Abuſe, has proved very deſtructive to 


Vet few, if any, have been found to 


acting upon ſome other Reaſon) as 
wholly to abſtain from the Uſe of thoſe 
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tain Deſtruction of the Sons of Men, 
as well as the inferior Inhabitants of 


| 
Thus you ſec. there is not one of the 


to the World in general, or Mankind 


ſtances, may be the Occaſion of great 
Plagues and Calamities. 

N ay, it may be farther confidered, 
that what we cat and drink, our or- 
dinary Food, by Means of which out 
frail Life is continued and upheld, by 
ſupplying our Bodies with a due Quan: 
tity of Blood and Spirits, has been and 
daily is. abuſed, and by, Reaſon of ſuch 


many Individuals of our Species, whoſe 
Lives in general thoſe good 'Creatures 
were deſigned to prolong and ſuſtain : 


be ſo much beſide themſelves, (unleſs 


things: Nay, even thoſe very Men, 
who have and do make, the Abuſe of 


ſome things, harmleſs and innocent in 
| all 
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all Reſpects, and very aſcfal Ye com- 

mendable in others, an Argument. 1 
Icheir affronting and rejecting of them; 
Neven, I ſay, among theſe, Zeal has 


even to that Degree, that they would; 
have it thought their diſtinguiſhing 
Character and Glory, that they excel 
and exceed all others in it. | 
- And indeed fo far ſuch Men are in 
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bility that it may be ſo; it is not e- 
nough to ſay, or prove that it is and 
has been ſometimes found otherwiſe, 
and that it hath been abuſed and per- 
verted to very bad, and even Bloody 


might as well and fairly be made OY 
of againſt all Religion in general, an 

every Part and AQt of it in particular, 
ſeeing that has been often known to 
have been made a Stalking Horſe to 
bring Men within Diſtance of the Game 
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| had the good Hap to be approved,” 8 


the Right of it, for if there, be any * 
ſuch thing as Zeal, which is true and + 
genuine, nay, if there be but a Poſſi- 


Purpoſes ; becauſe the ſame Objection 


they deſigned to catch, and a Cover to 
de the Shame and Deformity of 
| 225 | the 
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N. only to be ſpoken to; ſo that if any 
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. that, upon the Whole, we may | 
- ſafely. conclude, FO how much ſocver 
Lea hath been perverted and miſ- 
pplied, there is nothing in the thing it 
elf, but what is. only accidental "ol 
e beſides what is innocent, 
uſeful and commendable, and even 1 
may ſay neceſſary, to crown: and com- 
- pleat our other Virtues (which will be 
. fiewn in its proper Place) and more 
eſpecially in that which is Religious, 
which is that Kind of it here intended 


other Sort of it happen to be mention- 
ed in the Thread of this Diſcourſe, it 
will be only by the by, indirectly, and 
in ſubordination to the other. 
The Method I ſhall proceed in ſhall 
be what follows, 
1. I will conſider the Nature and 
Properties of Zeal. 
2. Shew the Excellency and Neceſſi- 
ty of it. 
3. I ſhall endeavour to fix and ſcttls 
the true Object of it. 


Pg” Shew 
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video $hew within what Bounds it oug 
o be reſtrained and confined,” '' 
= 5. Lay down ſome other Rules, | 
yhercby we may the bettet judge of © 
Hur own Sincerity in the Exerciſe of it. 
Lal, place in as clear and juſt 4 
View as I can, what are the natural Re 
ults and Conſequences of Falſe Miſta- 
en Zeal on the one hand, and on the 
Wther, the, great Benefits and Advan- 
ages that may be expected to be teaped 
From ſuch a Zeal as is duly placed, and 
egularly ordered and conducted. Now. 
2 Deſign to find a Place for the firſt 
the before- mentioned Particulars in 
his firſt Chapter, which will finiſh and 
onclude it, and the other ſhall be treat- 
d of in their Order. And ſo 1 Pro- 
eed in the 
= Fir; Place to enquire into the Na- 
Wurc and Properties of Zeal. 
Clear Definitions and apt Diviſions 
Pre of the greateſt Uſe to prevent Con- 
Huſion in our Thoughts and Ideas, which 
ther wiſe would be involved in Dark- 
neſs and Obſcurity, and lead us into a 
thouſand Errors and Miſtakes; and 
there. 
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FF therefore we can never hope ſuceeſsfully 
to treat of any Subject, nnleſs: Care be 
firſt taken to ſettle! the State of the 
Queſtion, and let the World clearly 


aa know what we mean; which I doubt 


it ſometimes happens that the Authors 
themſelves do not (at leſt, one would 
think they did not) and then how can 
it be expected that others ſhouldꝰ⁊ 
It is therefore conceived abſolutely 


= neceſſary to ſettle the Nature of Zeal; 


and ſhew. what is meant by it, before 


= any farther Enlargement be made upon” 
itz; for ſo we ſhall begin at the right 


End, and lay the Foundation before we 
erect the Superſtructure, which other- 
wiſe would be a very fooliſh and im- 
-/ practicable Undertaking. _ 

Zeal may be conſidere'd either eu | 
ſtractedly and nakedly in its own Na- 


W. ture, or as well or ill apply'd and con- 


dated, and ſo becomes either a Virtue 
or a Vice accordingly ; for this, like 
other Paſſions, becomes good or bad; 
innocent or culpable, according to the 
End and Object on which tis directed, 
and the Principle from whence it pro- 


ceeds, 
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ceeds, or the Means ind N lealures it 
makes uſe of in its Proceedings be'g good 
Dr voy of an Innocent or unlawful 
Nature. 3 


and as yet free and indifferent as to any, 
any certain Rules or Meaſures, as to the 


Actions; it will be eaſy to perceive 
that tis one of thoſe ſecondary, 
tive Paſſions, that have their Riſe out” 
of others; that tis of a mixed Nature, 
and different Parentage, deriving it ſelf 


from Anger and Diſpleaſure (a). How 
ever, nothing can be clearer from the 


tion of Soul, which is very different as 


rent Circumſtances and Conſiderations. 
Thus the Text tells us, (6) whilſt - St." 


(a) Ren hold. on the Paſſions. = (6) Acts xvii. 16. 
Tinp wZvrero To myo pau by &'vTw, Sb, 
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If it be conſider d as a Paſſion only; 
particular Object, and as not tied to 
way of exerting it ſelf in external 


deriua- 


partly from Love and Deſire, and parti 


very Erymotogy of the Word, which 

Wis of Grecian Extraction, than that 
., conſiderd as a Paſſion, implies 
great Fervor, and a very ſenſible Emo. 


to the Kind of it, as it reſpects different 
things, or the ſame thing under diffe- 


Paul 


* 
— 


10 * Brief. Diſcos © 
Paal waited at Athens, his. Spinig 
_ was ſtirred within bim, that is, ha. 
fell into a kind of : Paroxiſm, — he 
found the City wholly given to Lola. i 

. In. 5 
It is true, this Paſſion is capable of 
being turned the quite contrary. way, 
and putting on another Kind of Face; 
being equally ſuſceptible of and 
' Pleaſure, as of Grief and Indignation 3 
as tis moved and excited by different 
external Objects: But ſuch is the Na- 
ture and inſeparable Property of it, 
that its Motions are always brisk and 
Vigorous, contrary to Indifferency and 
Lukewarmneſs; whether it exerts its 7 
ſelf in Joy or Indignation, Fer vor and Nec 
Inntenſeneſs of Spirit are its cp Na 
Companions and Attendants. = 
Having ſaid thus much of Zeal as a Mc 
Paſſion, I ſhall now conſider it as a Nie 

| Virtue ; which depends on its having a 
right Object, and other due Circum- 
ſtances and Qualifications, that will be bel 
more particularly taken Notice of here- Li 
after 3 and this is that Zea/l intend to 
recom- 
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To omit others that. "tread in 7 
ame Path, I ſhall only take Notice that 
ieſus the Dutch. Caſuiſt (a) hath 

defined Zeal by a vehement Deſire to 
extirpate Gods Enemies, or 4 —5 
oaſ that inflames Men with 

© and Revenge 4 _ the ritual 
We Adulteries of of Chriſt.” 
But by that N good Eavour, I 
Wake that his Definition of Zeal to be. 
at beſt but lame and imperfect, aud 
zorcover to ſavour too much of a 
egal Spirit, to be a good Deion 

' a, Goſpel Virtue: It is imperfect; 
| votanſe true Zeal does imply in its own 
Nature Joy and Pleaſure, particularly 
hen it ſees the Intereſts and Ends of 
Religion ſucceſsfully promoted and car- 
Pied on in the World; when jt finds 

Men directing all their Adions to God's 


Pefore their own Will, and even their 
Lives and Fortunes; before their 


0 Ameſius de Conſcientia, Lib. 3. cap. 6. p. 107. 
Friends 
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lory, and preferring his Commands 


ends ahl ire Kaen done und g 
ſoever elſe is moſt valuable in chi pre- 
| Feit World; as well as it diſcovers its 
ſelf in Grief, Anger and Indignation, 
when it obſerves Men to act in a con- 
trary Mannet, and upon different Mo. 
tives, or not to act vigorouſly, or it 
may be at all, in an Action of fo, Steat 
Importance. 
Davids dancing and playing before 
the Ark of God then brought to Fe- 
ruſalem, (a) was as much an Act of 
Zeal, as his killing the Giant Coliab, 
who had blaſphemed Goch and defied 
the Army of Iſrael. 
Nor is the aforeſaid Dennirlon . 
rather Deſcription of Zeal, if I miſtake 
not, how well ſoever it might be ac- 
commodated to thoſe Times when the 
Law of Moſes was in force, ſo agree 
able to the Genius and Temper of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; for to exterminate 
or extirpate Gop's Enemies (Words of 
a very ſevere and bitter Signification) is 
not ſo ſuited to the Duty of Chriſtians, 
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s ſome Men have imagin d; for as 
much as ever it may be our Duty to de- 
re and endeavour ſuch Mens Conver- 
ion and Salvation, yet I know not 
hat Warrant we can plead from the 

Goſpel, ſo much as to wiſh, and much 
cls to attempt their utter Deſtruction 
ind Extirpation. 

Zeal will therefore, I think, be much 
better defined to be an earneſt and im- 
Wportunate Deſire to promote the Glory 
Wot God, and the E@fernal Good of 
= ankind by all lawfül Means, and fit- 

Wting and proper Methods; attended with 

Wa proportionable Pleaſure or Uneaſineſs 
| of Mind, to the good or ill Succeſs of 
our ſelves or others in a Matter of ſuch 
veighty and unſpeakeble Conſequence. 
= This is the” true Notion of Zeal, 
hen worthy the Honour to be numbred 
with, and ranked among thoſe reſplen- 
Wdent Jewels which compoſe the glorious 
Crown, and precious Collection of Chri- 
ſtian Virtues; tho' I will not deny but 
there may be a very innocent, harm- 
leſs, and even commendable Kind of 
Zeal, which hath none at all, or how- 
ever 
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ever but a very remote Relation to Re- 


raving: ſpoken thus much of the Na 
ture of Zeal, I ſhall proceed in the 
next Chapter to ſhew the Excellency, 
and even abſolute Neceſlity of it. 
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9, 7 the Excellency and abſolute Neeef 
2 vr of Religious Zeal. 


N peaking to the Excelleney of Re- 
ligious Zeal, and in order to recom 
nd it to Mens good Liking and Appro- 


| pation, I ſhall in the firſt Place beg Leave 
o take Notice of the Nobility of its Pa- 
eneage, particularly on the one Side; 
2 br nothing can be more manifeſt to any 

aſidering Perſon, than that an ardent 

| Love of God, the ſupreme Being; is 

what is the true Source, and Original of 

ll its Warmth: and Fire, - which way 
oever it be expreſſed, either in Joy and 

J Pleaſure, or in n Grief end Indignation. 

Now the Light of Nature as well as 
that of Divine Revelation, conſpire to 
give us the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that 
the Root and Fountain of all true Re- 
ligion, next to the Belief of his Being 


and 
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and Providence, by which tis produced, 
is the Love of God; and indeed in cha, 
and in the Love of our Neighbout 
(which, if it be genuine and ſincere, 
Will flow from it) our Saviour hath 
ſummed up the whole Law of God, and 
the Duty of Man. (0 

The Fear of God in its ſelf conſi der 4, 
as diſtin from Love, is too turbulent 
and muddy, as well as too ſnallow and 
penurious a Spring, to iſue out the 
Streams of pure and undefiled Good - 
neſs. Love is that which ſweetens, and 
indeed perfumes every Religious Duty, 
and renders it eaſy and agrecable to out 
ſelves, as well as pleaſing and acceptable 
to God. And when Men are once ar- 
rived to any tolerable Degree of the 
Love of God (for perfect and in the 
higheſt Degree in this World we muſt 
not expect it) ſuch Men will find a 
Pleaſure in ſuffering as well as doing 
the Divine Will, and his Command- 
ments, how hard and difficult ſoever in 
themſelves, by reaſon of the Weakood 


( Matt, xxii. 37, 38, 39. Mark xii. 30, 31. 
| and 
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1d Corruption of Human Nature they 
nay ſeem to be, yet they will not ap- 
ear grievous to them, whom the Grace 
f God hath inſpired with a Principle 
Wo ſtrong and mighty as Love. And 
Wothing is more certain, than that there 
sas much Difference in the Nature and 
alue of that Obedience that ſprings 
Put of Love, and that which ariſes from 
ear, excluſtve of it, as there is betwixt 
e Obedience of a Child, and that of 
Slave; the one is free and voluntary, 
he other forced ànd by Compulſion. 
And as the Value or Demerit of all 
human Actions is chiefly to be taken 
Wand eſtimated by that Share or Propor- 
Wtion which the Will is found to have in 
them; ſo where there is no ſincere 
Love and undiſſembled Affection, there 
aan be no true Virtue or Religion. 
What I have ſaid will not, I hope, be 
thought an unneceſſary Digreſſion; for 
Was the Love of God is one of the chief 
Roots of Religion, and that of out 
Neighbour the Compliment or finiſhing 
Stroke of it, when in Conjunction with 
che other: ſo Zeal'is the very Life, the 
| | natural 


* 


3 


of his Love to God; but others have 1 
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conclude, that where it does not diſ- 


God; as that there is no Eire,, where 


and burning in our own Souls, and 1s 


natural and inſeparable Concomitar 
4rge Love x by means of which 2 Man 8 
may not only be ſatisfied of the Tru ey 


good Grounds, as can be afforded in! 
Cafe of that Nature, to judge of i. alſc 
allo. For Zeal: is as.i inſeparable; from pre 
ttue Love, as the Shadow is from the 
Subſtance, when the Sun ſhines; 98 
which is the apter Similitude, Light ani all 
Heat are from the Body of che Sun ind 
ſelf. And when thus Religious Paſſioa i 
is ripen d. into its juſt Shape, Size arid WO! 
Complexion; if it he joined with good i 
Works, and the Loye of our Neigh- 

bour, it is the trueſt Sign and beſt Cr:t6 88 

rion of our Love of God, fromwhenet 
it borrows its Original, as from ING 


So that we may as juſtly and ſafely 
cover it ſelf, there is no true Love of 


there is neither Light nor Warmth to be 
ſeen or perceived. It is Zeal alone that 
keeps the Lamp of Religion trimmed, 


TS moſt 


| concerning ZB Ar. 19 

likely to kindle it in thoſe of 0 
Þ e for by ſeeing our good Works © 
icy will be naturally led to glorify 
Bur Father which is in Heaven.” 
Hence we find that all Religions, 
alſe as well as true, have been chiefly 
pread and kept on foot by the Zea of 
hoſe who profeſſed them; and with 
put which any Religion (how -intrinſe- 
Wally good ſoever) will loſe its Effect 
ind Eſteem among Men, and become 
dead Profeſſion, a Body without a 
| . 2 Shadow without 'a Subſtance 
in a Word, a meer inſignificant 
” «Fra 
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Fo 


ian Emperor, was not more-ſcnſible 
how neceflary this was to preferye and 
propagate true Religion, than was Ju. 
ian the Apoſtate, who well knew that 
What only eould reſtore the Credit of 
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Wt hat which was falſe: And as Chri- 
ſtianity had much the greater Advan- 
age in Reſpect of the Excellency and 
Clearneſs of its Precepts, and eſpecially 
at that Time in Regard to the won- 
derful SanGitys and n Lives af 

thoſe 


| Conſtantine the Great, and firſt Chri- 
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thoſe who profeſſed it, the 
ſaw there was no other Way, than to 
exhort the Heathens to imitate. «heli 
Chriſtians: in their moral Virtues, e 
pecially that for which they were mort 
than ordinarily remarkable, their Bro 
therly Charity to, and Aſſiſtance 0 
one another in their Wants and other 
bodily Afflictions. * In ſhort, both 
thoſe Emperors were each very Zeal 
lous in their own Way, as indeed were 
all the others, either as they ſtudied ic 
the | Eſtabliſhment and Propagation; 
either of the Heathen or Chriſtian Re- 
_ligion. 1525 
And as no Religion c can ſubſt ſt, and 

much leſs thrive and flouriſh without 
the Warmth of Zeal to quicken its 
Growth: So how much ſo ever other 
falſe, miſtaken Religions may ſtand in] 
Need of it for this Purpoſe, the True 
Religion, as tis beſt intitled to it, ſo 
it doth not leſs require it. Other. Men- 


Vide Epiſtolam ad Arkcium Galntiz ſummum 
Pontificem. Euſebius in Laudibus nn Soct, 
e ke ok . 
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Other Mens 
Leal indeed in the Practiſe of falſe 
eligions, will ſerve to upbraid and ex 
)oſe our Coldneſs and Indifferency in 
at which is true, but certainly it is 
ery far from excuſing it. 
W The greater the Certainty is we have 
We the Truth of the Religion we pto- 
ess, the greater and more glorious the 
romiſes are which it makes e, 
nd Obedience, and the great and more 
rrible arethe Puniſhments it threatens to 
he contrary ; the better tis calculated to 
Promote and ſecure Men's preſent and E- 
Wcrnal Happineſs, the greater in Pro- 
jortion ſhould be our Zeal for it, and 
e cannot act conſiſtently either with 
ur Faith or Reaſon, if it be not. | 
| For as Reaſon will tell us on the one 
md, that things of greateſt Weight 
nd Importance .deferve our greateſt 
are and Affection: So will Reyela- 
jon (on which our Faith is: built) on 
he other, that * Religion is the one 


ping neceſſary, * and that thoſe arg 
* Luke 10. 42. b 


b, . Rees the 


the wikt Men wk — 
But before I proceed more Amel 
to ſhew the abſolute Neceſſity of ti 
- Duty 1 am treating of, I eannot forb 
obſerving by the by, that it: ĩs no ſmall 
Honour and Gredit to it, that thei 
is ſome Commendation due to Zeal 
even where it is miſtaken, and not a 
cording to Knowledge. Brethu 
ſaith St. Paul, my — Deſre 71 
- Prayer to God for Iſrael is, that t 
may be ſaved : For T bear them Recat 
that they have a Zeal for God, UH 
not according to Knowledge. * Which 
remarkable Text gave Birth to th 
Diſcourſe, being that prefixed to tho 
Sermons, out of which tis chiefly com 
poſed; and as to which, I cannot bring 
my ſelf to be of thẽir - Mind, that thin 
St. Paul meant in Effect Nothing bull 
What he there ſaith, I mean nothing 
Praiſe or Commendation; of which 
Opinion St. Chrſoſtome was among thi 
Ancients, and Peter Martyr amoi 
the Moderns, with many others. 


Nom. 10. 1, 2 7 Chryſoſt. in Locum o 
repds ixapicaro r er, Prudenter Chryſoſtomus u 
potavit, gratificatum fuiſſe Paulum judæis, verbo t 

nus tamen. Pet. Martyr in Loc commun. p. 47. 
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So far trom that, that I think the 
3 auſal. Fon, for bear them Record, 
c. intimates plainly What was he 
around of, that his ſo Earneſt Deſire 
i= ad Prager ior them, and of that paſ- 
onate N. meet with in the 
Chapter te, that even he himſelf 
ere accurſed from Cbriſt (if ſuch, a 
ommutation might be accepted) o 
might purchaſe their Salvation and 

WA cceptance., with God. A Strain ſo 
elicate, an Inſtance of ſo much tender 
W.ovc and. Compaſſion, | ſuch an Exprei- 
on of more than Natural Affection, 
What cannot be parallel d, much leſs ex- 
oc eded, by any Example, unleſs that 
f che Son of God laying down his 

i ife, and being made 4 Curſe for ſin- 
ul Men. 1 may preſume it was not 
oeir, the Jews, DOK, the : Apoltle's 
indred according to the: Fleſh, nor 
Net the glorious Privileges. they were 
nce inveſted with, nor yet the Parent- 
ee of the Meſſiah, which hey might 
ay lay claim to; (and the thing be- 
| rake it ſelt) as their being 4 People 
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Sealous for God, tho they bad ttf 
Misfortune to be miſtaken in their Way 
of expreſſing it, that made our Apoſtki8i 
expreſs ſo much Concern for them 
Ne had been once very Zealotis him 
that Way, and obtained Mercy in that 
he did it ignorantly. * For When 
ſuch Zeal, materially conſidered, is dil 
reed upon the True God, as its Ob 
jet, and Men arc ſuppoſed under the 
Sway and Power of almoſt invincib e 
Prejudices; as there is ſome Excuſe i 
ſo there may be ſome Commendation. 
due to that Kind of Zeal, confideringlf 
it ſeparately from its ſinful Effects and 
Conſequences. And it cannot but 1 
thought a more difficult Undertaking 

_ kindle that Sacred Flame where Kh 
are no Seeds or Sparks of it; but Menil 
lye buried alive and ſhrowded in 
ſtupid Coldneſs and Indifferency, of 
perhaps have an utter Averſion to Go 
and Religion; (which is not impoſſibleſ 
than tis to keep it under, and ſupprem 
its Violences, and reſtrain it in its roo 
wonted Vagrancies, which a few 80 ou 


.L EN Tim. i. 13. 
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Rules, duly ſtudied and applied, will 
ith the wWonted Grace of God, be 
able to do; And fo thoſe that have 
Zeal, tho it be not in all Reſpects 
according to Knowledge, ſeem better 
repared for, and nearer the Kingdom 
Wf God than the other. In the former 
Wc Thing Zeal is ſuppoſed to be wholly 
wanting, which yet at the ſame Time 
Ws abſolutely neceſſary, the latter have 
Ir Thing as to the Matter of it, only 
Wome certain Qualifications are wanting, 
Ind it may be but one of thoſe Cir- 
Wcumſtances neither, which being duly 
Wupplicd, every thing, as far as relates 
Wo this Part of Religion, would be right . 
and in Order. 

1 would not have been ſo poſitive, - 


Great Men, that much favour my No- 
tion, as to the Fewiſb Zeal ; and thoſe 
rere of no leſs Account than Arch-Biſhop 
illai ſon, and Dr. Hammond: I will 
tranſcribe the Words of the former, 
and as to the other refer you to the 

Place. * Our Great Arch-Biſhop's Words 
* Conciones Tillot. Sermons per Wii Edit. Vol. 


II. Þ: 257. vid. Hammond in Locum, 
| C 3 re 


dut that I think there are two very _ 
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are ele cc 0 which Words, Cil 
he, Gpeaking to the Text before mei 
tioned) * 7he' Apoſtle: being deſirous 
« fo ſpeak” the beſt of his Country: 
* men the eus, he commend thi 
good Meaning of their Teal, buf 
« blames the ill Conduct of it: I bear 
« them Record, Igive them this Teſti: 
&« nony on their Bt; alf, that they have 
« 4 Teal for Cod, i. c. that by all.thit 
« their PFierceneſs againſt the Chriftial i 
« Religion, they do el the Honour 
« of God, and think they do him Ser, 
« vice.” So fat he allows their Zeal; 
which is as much a8 J! haye any Ocet: 
ſion to contend for- 

For no. Body is more teady 46 
grant, that this their Zea (to uſe the 
Apoſtle's Words) was not atcording tl 
Knowledge; for whillt they foolifhly 
perſwaded themſelves they were. Zei 
lous in the Cauſe, of God, and for hi 
Glory and' Intereſts; they cridcavoured 
all they could,. to exterminate” a Religh 
on, the moſt affer his own Heath, 
of any that ever was in the Wore: 
A © on Wü and promu 250 
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concerts ZEAL. 2 
Sy his own Eternal Son; and confitmed- 
Wy the many amazing Miracles wrought: 
Aim and his Apoſtles: And this 
icy attempted by the moſt cruel and. 
human Methods, that their Malice 
Would excogitate, or their Power. 
Nut in Execution; the Fury and Vio- 
Hence of which St. Paul himſelf had: 
ore than once / ſevercly felt, as he. 


imſelf was once acted by the fame, 
und Principle, breathing+ aut Threat. 


: s off the Lord, * 

= Upon the Whole, I muſt ask Leave 
Wo conclude, that if there. were any 
Commendation: due to ea under 
uch Circumſtances, a Zeul that is ar- 
erding to Knowledge, mult (a majori) 


7 1 Slaughters againſt the Dif: 
iple 


Wand not only fo, but a very neceſſarx 
ne too; a Duty incumbent on all 
WC hriſtians, in a very eſpecial and par- 
icular manner... .. . 
And indeed St. Paul tells us, this 

was. our Saviours great Deſign of 


— Ack, ix. | 54 q * 
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e a very excellent and laudable things; 
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coming into the World, and doing 
e all he did, vis. that Ne 


t not only redeem ts 2 all | 


aber, but purify to himſelf 4 
" peruliar People, Zealous of good 
Works. *. 


God and Religion have indeed had 


thoſe that in all Ages have been Zea- 
tous for them: Such were the Patri. 


archs and Prophets, the beſt of thei | 


ewiſh Kings, as David, Hezekiah, 


Jehoſaphat, and he that was the greatclti 


and thoroweſt Reformer of them all, 
Joſiab; and after the Captivity, Ze- 
rubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah; as alfo 
the beſt of their High Prieſts, and others 
of inferior Order, both before and 
after that time: And eſpecially the 
Maccabees, which were of Prieftly 
Deſcent, who are truly enobled on 
the Account of what they did and 
ſuffered for their Religion. To which 
might be added Thouſands of other 
Private Perſons, who tho' in thoſe cor- 
rupt Times in which they lived, they 
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| were not able to divert or abate that 
Torrent of Sin and Impiety, that then 
Wbroke in upon the Jeuiſb Church and 
People, yet were not born down by 
Wit, but preſerved themſelves: free from 
being Partakers of that Guile which 
Wprevailed in the Age and W in 
hich they lived; not it ing up _ 
Hands, nor bowing thei nees, 1 
Wen) ſtrange God. | 
But yet after all, it was the Goſpel 
df Chriſt, by which Life and Immor- 
rality was brought to Light : * That - 
ſhewed this Virtue Zeal in its proper 
Luſtre and Beauty; it having ſtronger 
Notives to encoutage and back it, than 
what the World was, however in the 
ſame Degree of Clearneſs and Con- 
viction, acquainted with before; and 
W which hath given us the plaineſt and 
moſt expreſs Commands, afforded us 
the brighteſt Examples, and furniſhed 
Jus with the beſt Rules and Cautions, 
for the Regulation and Conduct of this | 
Virtuec. 


— 2 Tim, 1. 10. 155 
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| 3 to be Fer dent in Spirit, 10 


malte our Calling and Election / ure, ( 


to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 4. 
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©. wur Preoepts, will be.ſheme 


by prodycing: ſome of them, and. ſugh 
hoſe - that. W: We ate g 


continue Inſtant in Prayer, (b), and 
2 to pray. without Ceaſing, (e) to 

atch, and embrace all Religious Op- 
portunities, that may contribute. 9 
the Glory of God, the Good of our 
own. Souls, or thoſe of other Men: 
To be Inſtant. in Seaſon. and out of 
Seaſon; (d) to give all Diligence 1 


to be ſtrong, and quit our ſelves like 


Men, 2 ) to ſtand faſt in the Lord, g 


bounding in the Work of the Lord, (9 
fo contend earneſtly for the Faith once 
deliuer d to the Saints, (i) to be Sea. 
lous and repent : (k) In a word, we are 
commanded to ffrive, ſeek, knack, and 
Abt; and more particularly, to lou 
e Lord our God with all our Heart, 
ba with all our Mind, and with all 
our Strength and Soul. (() All which 
(a) Rom. xii. 11. (6) v. 12. (c) 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 
(4) 2 Tim. iv. 2. (e) 2 Pet. i. 10. ) 1 Cor. Wi. 


13. () Philip. iv. 1. (4) 1 Cor. xv. laſt (i) Jude 
v. 3. 400 Rev. iii. 19, (J) Matt. xx. 37. 09 
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. te Words and Sentences,” that moſt 
| — carry along with, them a more 


and effectual Sound and Means 


: — than can be anſwered, or account- 
ed for by a careleſs and ſlothful Deport- 
ment in Matters of Religion. Tu 


On the other hand, as the Procepts 


G of Chriſtianity are very ſtrong and ex- 

press; ſo are the Precedents and Exams, 
Wplcs it affords us, very bright and gla- 
Fring. Our Lord himſelf, as meek and 
a — in Spirit as ever he was, yet 
could not brook the vile Hypocriſy, 
and the corrupt Doctrines and Practices 
Wot the Scribes aud Phariſees, but did 
expoſe and reprove them with a great 
deal of Acrimony and Warmth. (a) Nor 


did he ſpare Herod, commonly called 
Antipas, tho a Sovereign Prince, and 


one that had lately taken off St. John 
Gottiſ's Head, and before that kept 

him in Priſon for his Zeal for reproving 
him for keeping his Brother Philip's . 


Wife as his own, calling him an Of/d- 


For, thereby arraigning his wicked Sa 


(a) Matt. xxiii, 23» &c. 


tilty . 


_— A. en and Oßpreſlen. 00 eng 
in the firſt and laſt Years of his exerci- 
ſing his moſt high and ſacred Employs 
ment, he drave the Buyers and Sellers 
 - out of the Temple, having provided 
- himſelf with a Whip of ſmall Scourges 
for that Purpoſe, overt hrowing the 7a. 
ces of the Money Changers, and the 
Seats of thoſe that ſold Doves, with 
this ſevere Rebuke, telling them where- 
as the Houſe of God was originally in- 
tended for an Houſe of Prayer, they 
had made it a Den of Thieves. () 
As for his Apoſtles, and other his 
Diſciples ot a lower Order, never Men 
gave more genuine and indiſputable 
Marks of an ardent Zeal for Gop, 
their Maſter, and Religion than they 
did, parting with all they had, and draw- 
ing upon them the Hatred of their 
Countrymen and Kinsfolks, and even 
their neareſt Relations; engaging them- 
ſelves in the moſt fatiguing and hazard - 
dus mae in order to Proper 


4 


(b) Mat. xiv, 3, + Luke xiii, 3. (c) hal. 
Mat. xxi. 12. | 


gate 
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pate and ſpread their Maſter's DoAtine, 
againſt all the Force of ſettled. Preju- 
Waiccs within, and all the Power of the 
WW orld without; almoſt all of them 
oſing their Lives in the noble Cauſt 
they - undertook, and the other for 
Wthe moſt part very narrowly eſcaping: 
St. Paul has given us a Catalogue of his 
Gown Labours, Hazards and Sufferings, 
pon the Account of the Chriſtian Re- 
Wigion, (4) which yet ſeem however to 
fall much ſhort of what others ſuffered 
upon the ſame Score afterwards ; and 
Windced they do not contain a full Ac- 
count of his own, ſecing he lived ſome 
ears after, and ſuffered a violent Death 
Wat laſt, as is the common Opinion, and 
WE which indeed is the moſt probable, by 
the Sword. 

Nor were theſe glorious Examples of 
Zeal and Conſtancy in Religion con- 
fined to the Apoſtles only, but were 
copied, if not exceeded by many Thou- 
W lands of others in ſucceeding Ages; 
Who rather than comply with the Hea- 
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(a) 10 xi. 23, de. 
then 


34 "A Brief Dient 


en Idelatry and Superſtition, ox du 

7s, ſtained, and underwent chen 
Fully, rhe crucllet and moſt, unmexciful 
Torments their eee cou W a 
2 or inflict. = al 

100 Was. more Intrepidity, un 

85 Courage and invincibie Rel 
lution, . Paticnce, Magnanimity, and 
1 of Spirit; never Was greaten 

ontempt of Danger, than what Was 
then expreſſed on the moſt trying Oe 
* 5 inſomuch that never was an 
thing more notoriouſly falſe, than tha 
with which Celſus charged the Primiz 
tive Chriſtians, vi. that they were a 
timorous and cowardly, ſort of Men; ( 
to which Origen, their great Advocate 
and Patron, juſtly replies, that they 
were ſo far from being ſuch as that 
Cynick had repreſented them, that they 
parted even with their Lives with moi 
Readineſs and Satisfaction, than the 
Heathen Philoſophers put off their 
Dreſs, when they went to their Beds 


* 


" d Tu- . Celſum Lib. 7; 
Edit. Spenceri Cantab. 7 P 3 
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innen ben Oscaſions, In Kc 
7 feared; nothing chutionly offending, 
f do end dilturbipg:the Reacgrat | theig 
= Bu to remove our Eyes from they 
dufferings, and to fix them upon theit 
ives and Oonvexſations ; how Sök 
Wow careful ſhall we find they Were t 
urge their Conſciences from des 
Verl,, and to keep them void of Ofc 
12 both towards God and towards! 
en, (a) fing even the yery Apr 
1 pnces o, vil; When we conſidet hown 
Humble, how; meck, how, chaſte, how! 
temperate, how juſt, how/merciful and 
Wpcaccable, and eſpecially how Devout 
hcy were, how conſtant and undaunted, 
Whey ſhewed themſelves in the afſeme 
ing of themſelues together, even when 
their wearied Limbs craved more Reſt, 
Wand they had no Aſſurance but what 
they placed in Gop, whom they met 
ogether to adore and worſhip, but that 
they ſhould be immediately apprehend- 
{ * and dragged before W Bee Tri. 
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banals, or have the Place ſet on fit 
over their Heads in which they were 
It lll afford us an amazing Inſtance of 
- the Decay of that 1 r of Godlineſs, 
) chat enabled them ſo gloriouſly'to 
triumph over the Vanities and Allure- 
ments of the World, and thoſe many 
Trials, (c) by Which they werd * 
frequently aſſaulted. 
Alas! our Times ſeem to be nothin} 
but the Reverſe of thoſe Golden Days; 
then there was much Zeal for Gop and 
Religion, now there is but very little 
left; then there were but few bad Chri- 
ſtians, now there are not in Compari- 
ſion many good ones; our Caſe being 
much the ſame as the Great Philoſopher 
Ariſtotle obſerves of the Generality of 
Men in his Days, (2) vis. <« That 
« whereas they thought never ſo litthe 
« Virtue enough, they believed they 
60 could never have too man 9 n 


. | . 5 
| 00 2 Tim. iii. s. (e) x Pet. ir. 12. - 

() Ariftot. de Repub. Lib. 7. cap. 1. p 32. Edit Ge. 

nev. Fol. ® The pow Yap ferde xis dvb oh oo 67 05 w* 
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« or too much Honour and Power; but © 
« their Deſires ow theſe were te 9 


"© and inſatiablt. 

"i By what has been ſaid in this Chap- 
0 er, it muſt, [ think, plainly appear to 
every reaſonable and unprejudic'd Per- 
4 | on, that Zeal is a thing not only of 


he greateſt Excellency, but of the moſt 
Pbſolute Neceſſity, tho I will not ſay 
o cvery Perſon in the higheſt Degree, 
et in ſome good Degree or other, in 
order to our Acceptance with Gop; it 
being evidently ſo from the Nature of 
the Thing it ſelf, from the plain Com- 
mands of the Goſpel of Chriſt, as well 
Was from thoſe many great and glorious 
Examples by which it comes recom- 
mended to us. 

But leſt our Labour ſhould be in vain 
in the Lord, (b) and we ſhould run nd 
ſpend our ſelves to no purpoſe, and 

W which is yet much worſe, to our own 
Ruin; leſt our Zeal for want of being 
© duly placed, or otherwiſe rightly quali- 
fied, inſtead of recommending us to 


() 1 cor. mw. - 
the 


1 Brlif Difonach > 


the Divine Favour, ſhould like a wild; 
unbrokeh Horſe, hutry us headlong into 


_ eternal Ruin and Deſtruction, Lwill in 


the next place conſider what ate thoſe 
Qualifications, which are neceſſary. to 
render our Zeal genuine, acceptable, 


and according to Knowledge. 1 


And here I intended to have con- 
cluded this Chapter; but dipping; by 


chance into a Book of the late Right 


Reverend Biſhop Taylor, in which he 
ſpeaks of Zeal as no Duty in it ſelf; 
and ſo it may be objeed-that I cannot 
truly aſſert it to be a neceſſary Duty: 1 
will firſt give you the Biſhop's own 
Words, and then my Anſwer to any 
Objection that can he drawn from them. 
His Words are theſe that follow; «© Zeal 
eig not à direct Duty commanded: for 
« it [elf; and is nothing but the For- 
&, awardueſs and; Circumſtance of and: 
& ther. Duty. (a To which Lanſwer 
that ſo are a, great many other things 
enjoined in Scripture, which are yet, un- 
der certain Circumſtances at leſt, great 


wi 


(4) Biſhop Taylors Holy Liyings p: 212: 


a. un 


1 
* » 


Duties, ſuch as Watching, Faſting, Cir- 
cumſpection, Self- Examination, . 
But whether Zeal be Duty dect ot 
indirect, a Duty in it ſelf originally, 
or only a Circumſtance and Appendix 
of ſome ſuch, tis till what is command- 
ed, and therefore neceſſary to à Chri- 
ſtian's Acceptance with Gohy aging 
to the Terms of the Goſpel and chat: is 
as much as is ſufficient to my Putpoſe, 
and all that I deſire to have granted me: 
And ſo I have done with the Biſhop and 
this Chf?! te CINE DT 
I. 1:191414 0) bg: AS ee de \ | 


2 
1 
2232 
11 
* 
* 


3 


* 
— 3 
5 #4 3 
3, 4 C3 
* - 4 « * 4 4 
2 er”. oe 1 , ” 
i 
N # 
1 = 
3 108 
f 10 
* 0. 
7 
* 
-* 
p * 
15 0. 


1 1 4 
8 * 8 ＋ 
* , a FE 9 n 
* A | 4 — . * A WR a 5 , 8 be 7 9 6 N 4 
PLN 4 1 — * alt hy \ . : * 1 1 © 1 4 i C 
* * 9 EA) A 


4 1 5 eee | 


I LK; Cy 
ors - 
2X a * 
„ 4 F +. . 


> H A p. Ill. 


. Comteing thoſe Qualifications, that, are 
j ; requifate to render our Zeal rational 


and acrording to Knowledge, atcep- 
fable ta God, and {cent fo Our 


eternal Salvation. e 2 2477] 11h 


ULY to fate the Qualifications 
of true Zeal, and to preſent it 


in its proper Shape and Complexion, is us 
a thing very neceſſary to be done, and fo 
yet can never be effected, but by con- be 
ſidering thoſe Conditions and Limita- F. 
tions that are neceſſary thereunto: Next tu 
to having no Zeal at all, nothing is ſo 
common as that which is Blind and P! 
Miſtalen: and great Pity it is, a thing mn 
t fo good and commendable in its ſelf, 1 
| ſhould ſhift its Nature, and become the Ps 
Source of ſo much Miſchief, for want 
of being tightly, and duly rain 00 


and conducted. 
Let 


8 Zia a. * 


Let us ſee then hat is requiſite to 
uch a Zeal, as may be ſaid to be ac- 
cording to Knowleage, 'by which 'twill 
eaſily, appear what .is'not..fo 3 for Con. 
traties, according to that common 
Maxim (a) being placed neat to, and 
duly applied to one another, and be- 
ing conſidered under one and the ſame 
View, appeat in the true Light ; 
and indeed all things that differ from 


one another, have this Way their 3 


ſtinctions beſt diſeovered. 
Nov in the firſt Place, I Tay that true 
Zeal according to K nowled e, implies 
its being directed on a Right Objett; 
for if this be miſtaken, our Leal will 
be wrong and out of Square in its very 
Foundation, and become a meer Mix- 
ture of Sin and Nonſenſe. 

Every Science is diſtinguiſhed by its 


proper Olject, which is either different 


in it ſelf, or elſe differently conſidered : 
Thus, for Inſtance, Natural Philoſo- 
phy hath for its Object Body or Mater 


(6) Contraria juxta le invicem poſita magis cl 
ceſcunt. 


conk- 
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corlfidiered N e 
only Confiders- the Hen Bodies, 
together with their Bulk, Diſtande, Oi 
cumvolutions t Geomertz is rid. 
iy conſined ito the Body of- 7% Nur 
af meuſurablè And ihledirin e 
-monly calle@'Phy/ak! arte Boi 


| *cominon” with other ''Sriences for itt f 


„but under the Formal Conil. 
ration f an | ERiriouri Body, conſiſtinʒ 
- of ſeveral curious Parts, dubj ect to Di 
order and Dceay'; /and fo of the /reft} 
"Now as it is in Spbeulati ve Mathers, 
10 it is in thoſe of à Practick or Attive 
Nature, whether they are Liberal. e 
Mechanic, all of them have their pro- 
per Ends and Objects on which they arc 
directed, or if you had rather, y 
may call them Subjects in this Caſt, 
about which they are employed. Nor 
is the Caſe much different with reſpeft 
to the Faculties and Paſſions of ont 
Souls; the Underſtanding hath a very 
large Field to exerciſt it ſelf in, evan 
all that is knowable, (i. e.) can be known 
or comprehended by it. The Jul 
math Good in gencral for its Ottjett; 
X and 


« f 
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and every one — | 
different ſoever, have their pecullar 
Objecks alſo, by which they are moved 
and excited. Love has What is good 
and pleaſing for the'Spring ng that iti6yVEs 
"jt, and upon which" ir! exerts its 
25 on the othel hand Hutred that hi 
is Evil and Painful: Zeal in Particular 
to omit the other) is moved by what 
88 tes Lohe aud Hatred in ttie Soul of 
Alike, EVil as Welt as Sd, is 
wen] tis levell'd at, tis a Kind of wo- 
"edged Sword, but what whets it againſt 
Evil, is the Paſſion it hath for What is 
Good. 

But tis out of all Queſtion, that the 
True God is the Chicfeſt Good, and 
True Religion the only Means to bring 
us to Happineſs, and the conſummate 
Enjoyment of Him: And the Practice 
of True Religion conſiſteth in doing 
or abſtaining from ſuch Things, as Gd 
hath commanded or forbidden; ſo that 
the more immediate Object of Re- 
ligious Zeal is the Law of God, and 
the more remote, God himſelf, 
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From, whence ir follows, that ng 
Man's Zeal ever has or truly can be 
Religious Teal or according to Know- 
edge, which is or has been employed 
abqut the Worſhip of falſe Gods, ori 
not warranted and commanded by the 
True One, and that either by clear Re 
velation, or by ſtrong and forcible De 
ductions from the Light of Nature, 
both which in Conjunction with each 
other compoſe the Rule of our Fail 
and Actions. 

The Zeal of the Heathen Work 
was much to blame in both theſe Re 
ſpects; for as for the Gods they wot 
ſhipped and were ſo Zealous about, the) 
were for the moſt Part purely Imags- 
nary, and on that, as well as upon 
ther Accounts, extremely ridzculous; 
and when they are found to have any 
real Foundation in Nature, they were 
only Inferior, Created Beings z ſuch 

as the Sun, the Moon and the Stars, 
called in Scripture the Hoſt of Heaven: 

Or elle the Souls of dead Men, Demons 
or evil Spirits; or ſomething yet of 1 
more bale and inferior Nature, as Trees, 


Mountains, 


— 


Mountains, Rivers, Beaſts, '&c. Thus 
did thoſe Men (as ſtill they continue to 
do in ſome Parts of the World) wor- 
ip, as our Saviour ſpeaks of the Sa- 
aritans, they knew not what, * 
banging, as St. Paul ſpeaks, the Truth 
70 into 4 Lie, and ſerved the 
reature more than, or beſides, the 
WC reator, who is over all Bleſſed for 
ver more.. ne 
And as to their Way of Worſhip of 
Whoſe falſe Deities or Gods, it was of 
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piece with their Gods themſelves, 
onſiſting of little elſe than an egre- 
oious Mixture of Folly and Wicked- 
es, without any Warrant (as Job- 
erved before) either from Reaſon or 


Revelation, but being indeed in moſt 


. Particulars directly contrary to both: 
1 8 that it can't be in the leſt doubted, 
-- but that all their Zeal which they ex- 


preſſed this Way, was very far re- 
moved from, and even contrary to 
ound Knowledge; tho their Miſtake 
was not ſo much that they had Zeal, 


w Joh. 4 22. T Rom, I, 25. apa Toy xricaræ. 
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8s that it was not dizected upon, 200 
employed about its proper OvgetFi, | 
Ĩt is indeed a good thing to be Zy6- 
lous ; but then it is, as the Apoſtle 
hath obſerved, a/ways in 4 good. Mat 
ter, * for othetwiſe tis no better thay 
wWorſe; foraſmuch as it will not (hoy 
far ſoever it may extenuate, eſpecially 
when directed on the True God) totally 
acquit Men of the Guilt of thoſe Ei 
Actions, which they are led te 4h 
Commiſſion of by the Power zu 
Force of it. „ 

As for the Fews, tho they did nd 
in Chriſt's and his Apoſtles Times owt 
or worſhip any but the True God, au 
indeed to do them Juſtice, were e 
ſince the Captivity to that Time, 
are now in their ſeveral Diſperſion 
very Zealous in that Point; yet tit 
more immediate Object of their Zu 
was not, is not as it ought to be, . 
greatly miſtaken, tho as to the Ne 
they are now, as they were in out & 
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viours Time, right enough; 35 em- 
ploying their Zeal. 
Moes, and thoſe Parts of it chiefly that 


| bove, and beyond all, thoſe nd Tra- 


ditions, which they A to hs 


received from their Fathers: Not con- 
ſidering that as thoſe Traditions did 


and that many of them were directly 
contrary to the written Word of God * 
Joo likewiſe that the Law of Meſes, 
Jarictiy and properly taken, was but a 
Temporary Inſtitution, intended to be 
Significative and Introductory of ſome 
W better ; and that one chief End of it was 
to fence and ſecure them from thoſe 
many Heatheniſh Idolatries and Super- 
itions by which their Neighbours had 
corrupted themſelves, until a greater 
Light ſhould ſhine upon them from 


in the Fulneſs of Time, * viſited not 


* Mark vi. 8, 9. + Luk. 1.78, Gal. 4 4. 
D's. only 


abqut the Law of 


* but ſmall Credit and Authority, 


ev E 


above, and give them a clearer Know- 
ledge of God and their Duty; even 


— . ſpring from on high, Þ which 
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48 A Brief Diſcourſe 
* _- only them, but the Gentiles, alſo'why 
3 in Darkneſs and the ſnaubu 
eat h, * and who according to Da 
zuels Prophecy + was to finiſh Tran 
greſſion, and to make an End of Sin, 
and to make Reconciliation for Iniqui 
ty; (i. e.) as I take it, to put an End 
to thoſe Sn and Treſpaſs-Offeringi 
among the Jews, by the better and 
more effectual Oblation of himſelſ 
and fo bring in everlaſting Righteouſ- 
eſs : In a Word, to enlarge the Pale of 
God's Church, and break down the 
Partition- Wall betwixt the Fews and 
Gentiles, blotting out, as the Apoſile 
ſpeaks, * the Hand Writing off Ora 
nances that was againſt us, nailing i 
to his Croſs. And that our Saviout 
Jeſus Chriſt was ſufficiently impowered 
and commiſſioned to do this, he ga 
the moſt plain and undeniable EV 
dences, by performing more and greater 
Miracles than Moſes had done, in Con. 
firmation of that Law which he long 
fince delivered as from the Moutti 


* Pſa ix. 2. + Dan. ix. 24. Col. 11, 4. N. 
Rye Toig d peer ir, ; F 
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Impoſtor, who by reaſon of God's An- 


the unreaſonable Divifons, and other 


ſtern and Southern Parts of the World: 


the one Gop (for none are more zea- 


concerning Z E AL. 49 
of Gon; ſo that in this the Fews were 
much to blame, not that they were 
zealous for Gop, but becauſe what they 
made the immediate Object of their 
Zeal, vis. their Traditions which had 
never- any good Foundation, and the - 
Ceremonial Law which was now abo- 
liſhed. which were not, either ſepa- 
rately or conjointly the proper Objects 
of it. 

Io theſe I might add the Mahume- 
tans, or the Diſciples of the Grand 


ger, but too juſtly conceived againſt 


crying Sins of Chriſtians, have now 
over-ipread a great Share of the Ea- 


Theſe Men divide their Zeal betwixt 


lous for him excluſive of a Trinity of 
Perſons than they are) and a villanous 
notorious Impoſtor, who never pro- 
duced any good Evidence or Argument 
to juſtify and prove that Commiſſioan 
he pretended to from Gop, but what 
he carried along with him upon the 

D z Point 
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Point or Edge of his Sword: du) Nes 
alas! his poor deluded Followers thifik 
no Zeal too great to vindicate s e 
nour, and that of his Law, not a0 
Puniſhment ſufficient for thoſe, whh 
in any Degree oppoſe or vilify eithe 
the one or the other, © oo” 
Bunt after all, it were heattily to be 
wiſhed, that thoſe laſt mentioned, ahi 
thoſe before taken notice of, were tht 
only Perſons that miſplace and riifem- 
ploy their Zeal, und that all that 30 
under the commoti. *: inarion'd 
 Chriſtiahs tight be acquainted on this 
Score. No Body, 1 believe, will be fb 
ignorant or uncharitable as to accuſe 
them of being Sealbus for the Law vl 
F Moſes, and much leſs that of the I 
WW  *Poſtor, 1 wiſh I could as well exe 
ſome Chriſtian's Zeal from being e- 
|  ployed about ſome ſuch things as bot- 
Eder but too neatly on the old Hearhen 
Fo © Superſtitions; things that have no Fort 
dation either in Scripture or Reaſon, 
Wich the Law of Moſes once had; 
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anc EBA. 1 
however as to its being revealed by 
Gop, and enjoined the Fews, as was 
ſaid befote, for a Time. For who can 
conſider the Romiſh Religion as it no- 
is, and was at the Time of the Refor- 
mation, and ſome Time before; which 
Reformation, (tho thoſe of the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome have 
repreſented - as an horrid, unnatural, 
and every way aggravated Schiſm) yer 
in Truth, was nothing but what Was au- 
thoriz'd and warranted by Scripture and 
the pureſt Antiquity, and particularly 
by the undoubted Privitedges of this 
National Church, which from the E- 
retion of the Roman Patriarchate, 
was without the Limits of its Juriſ 
diction, and governed by its own Bi- 
ſhops; and long after when Auſtin the 
Monk was ſent into England by Pope © 
Gregory the Great, about the Year-of 
Chriſt 600, tis plain he claimed no ſuriſ- 
dition over the Britiſb Churches, but 
only deſired of them to conform theme 
ſelves to the Cuſtoms, and Practices of the _ 
Church of Rome in ſome few Parties 
lars, as in the Time of keeping E.. 
D 4 fler. 
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fer, &c. Which yet they then wont 
not condeſcend to, inſiſting on their 
own undoubted Priviledge and anticnti 
Practice (a) and which is moreover af 
plain Demonſtration, that in Brita 
there were Churches planted here long 

before Auſtin's and his Companion 
coming over, in order to convert the 
Heathen Saxons; and that they own 
no Dependance or Subjection to the Sell 
of Rome. That See indeed after ward 
either by her ſe Intrigues, or affright 
ing Menaces, or rather by both toge 
1 did uſurp an Authority over our 
Biſhops and even our Princes them 
ſelves, by their Connivance, but that 
they did not think themſelves abſalutely 
bound to ſubmit to it, is plain, as from 
other Things, ſo particularly among 
others from Two famous Statutes, thi 
one made in the Reign of King Ee 
Ward III. the other in the Reign ol 
King Richard II. his Son and Succeſ 
for: They are known by the Name i 


4) Biſhop Stillingfleet' 8 Britannicæ, chap. 3. wa 
chap. 5. Fox's Acts and Monments, Vol. I. p. my 


* 
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the Statutes of Premunire and Prove: 
ſoes, which gave two of the deadlieſt 


ever it received, till Henry VIII. at two 
or three well-placed, bold Strokes en- 
tirely chopp'd off the Head of the De- 
vouring Monſter, and caſed us of our 
Fears and our Oppreſſions, which had 
been ſuch as hardly ever any other Na- 
tion under Heaven endured before,: 

And as to this Point, I am willing all 


Times, and judge for themſelves. If 
then this National Church had Power 
as well as great Reaſon to throw off the 


ſon of its Violences and Oppreſſions; 
Ihope to ſne other Cauſes plain enough 
why 'twas full Time to depart from her 
Errors and Corruptions, ſecing we could 


and who are the Hereticks, they that 


People of common Senſe and Integrity 
ſhould look into the Hiſtories of thole 


not have longer continued in her Gom--. 
munion without Sin; and if ſo, let the 
World judge who are the Schiſmaticłt, 


call themſelves Catholicks, or we WhO 
are called by thoſe odious Names before-- 
D 5 menti- 
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Blows to the Pope's Supremacy that 


Yoke of the Church of Rome, by rea- I 


« 


WM mentioned: Tis certain they have made 


cent Lives have been ſacrific'd in the 


wWjuhat is built thereon, Adoration of the 
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many things Matter of Religion, and 

employ much of their Za about them, 
which are either directly contraty to 
the Word of God, or have no manner 
of Foundation in it, either by cxprels 
Command or plain Allowance ; or ah 
ſo much as be drawn from thence bh) 
any reaſonable Conſtyornc” and De- 
duction. 

How many new Articles of Faith 
have they added to our antient C 
All of them confirmed by that packed 
Council of Trent, out of Zeal, and in 
Defence of which, Millions of inft6- 


moſt barbarous Manner: Such are thoſe 
that follow. Tranſubſtantiation, and 


Hoſt, the Worſhip of Saints and Ah 
gels, Satisfaction tor Sin in a Mans 
own Perſon, Purgatory, and that other 
dependent Doctrine, Prayers for the 
Dead; Indulgencies, extreme Unctłin, 
the Pope's Supremacy, Communion i 
one kind only ; Prayers in an unknown 


Tongne, which v we muſt believe in ou 
| Con. 
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Conſciences to be all tue and accord- 
ing to God's Word, or we preſently be- 
come ANATHEMAS, are expelled” theit 
Communion, and ſentenced to euer- 
laſting Damnation. 

But can ſuch things as theſe be cb 
ceived by the Heart of Man to be the 


That have their Founda- 


Knowledg 


tion in nothing but Ignorance or Inte- 


reſt? Away with ſach a Zza/ as muſt 
needs be odious in the Sight of God, 
and every other rational Taprejaaied.. 
Perſon; a Zeal the Smoke of which 
maſt firſt put out Mens Eyes, before 


the Warmth of it. A Zeal that muſt ' 
5 it in the Power of any Body of 

en at any time, which ſhall have Bold- 
neſs or Preſumption enough to call 


T7 A a 9 8 . N 2 
= * — _ 


true Objects of a Zeal acrording to 


ever tis poſſible they ſhould entertain * | 


themſelves the Catholick Church to. "= 


aſſume and arrogate what Powers they 
have a Mind to themſelves, and Domi. 


weer over other Mens Conſciences at 
their Pleaſures. 

Now if this be as it were the body, 
what ſhall we ſay to the Borders and 


Fringes 


* 


—. 


when he reflects upon ſuch egregious | 
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Frioges of thar Religion,. for which 
they expꝛeſs very little leſs Zeal and Ar- 
dor than for the very Heart.and Vitals 
of it? Pilgrimages, Holy Water, Pro. 
ceſſions, Bleſſing of Beads, Chriſten- 
ing of Bells, &c. In which. laſt Cere- 
mony, I am not ſurc whether they have 
any Godfathers and Godmothers, that 
e for their Faith and Obe. 
dience, or whether the Bell. Founder 

does not of courſe ſupply the Place of 
both. To which I might add Creeping 
to the Croſs, Agnus Der's; kiſſing and 
embracing dead Mens Bones, or a Piece 
of Wood, or Ivory, or ſome ſuch petty 
- Sorts of Demigods : Putting a Piece of 
Money into a dead Man's Mouth, to 
defray his Journey to another World, 
or to pay him that keeps the Gates of 
Heaven his Fees of Admiſſion ;. upon 
which Cuſtom I can't help obſerving 
(and who can hold his Countenance, 


Follics, that even Children might be 
aſhamed of?) That Men travel much 
, cheaper to another World, than we do 
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in this; and that St. Perer's:Fees-are 
much more eaſy, than thoſe of his pre- 
tended Succeſſors are here below. 
It would grieve me, and I doubt offend 
my Reader, if I ſhould farther foul my 


Fingers, by raking into ſuch Traſh, to 
give it the eaſieſt and beſt Name I can 


think of, which were rather to be ſtiled 
monſtrous Follies. Where, in the Name 
of God! have we Warrant or Direction 
given us about ſuch things? Even the 
very Names of moſt of them are not 
ſo much as to be met with in Scri 
well, but till aur Holy Mother: the 
Church does inſiſt upon and enjoin 


them: But the Queſtion is, has ſhe an ; 
©. 


ſuch Power granted her; or where are 
we told, if ſome Men that are Gover- 
nors of the Church run mad, that we 
muſt needs be out f our Mits to bear 
them Company ? However, What ſhall | 
not the Church enjoin things innocent 
and indifferent in their own Names 
God forbid every Church ſhould not 
have this Power over its own Members 
in ſuch Matters: But then, I ſay, ſuch 
Injunctions ought not to be many and. 
 burthen- 


pture; 
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above all, not fiafa/, nor ſack ad in 
their own Nature are apt to leud Men 
into Sin And Men ought to be taught 
and warned not to place any teal Merit, 
or intrinſick Goodneſs in ſuch thing 
themſelves; theſe Conditions being os 
ſetved, I will not quarrel with any Boch 
about Ceremonies ; tis fit every Church 
ſhould have what they like beſt, and what 
they judge moſt conducing to theHonou 
and Solemnity of Gop's Worſhip, and 
the Edification of his Church ; and 
when they of the Charch of Rome 
ſhall be able to. prove that they haut 
no other, I will have no farther Dum | 
with them on that Head. 
| Which leads me to another Conſide- 
kation, and that is the ſtrange and una 
countable Temper and Obftinacy of our 
= Diſſenters at Home: They would-be 
thought, and their Teachers have gene- 
rally Credit enough with their Hearets 
to make them believe it, that their di 
ſenting from us about ſuch Matters, is 
© agrecable totheJudgment and Practice 
= veal ul the Foreign Proteſtant Churches 
3 - abroad, 


{4% 
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abroad, than which nothing enn be moreè | 
falſe f as has been made abundamtiy ap- 
pear, as any one may ſee by the Books 

refer them to, (4) where they will. 
find the Separation from the Church of 
England on account of its Ceremonies, 
plainly condemned by the Teſtimonies 
of the beſt and ableſt Profeftant Di- 
vines beyond the Seas, both antient and 
modern, and amongſt the former, Cuin 
and Bega themſelves: So that to Na ve, 
mighty Seulous àgainſt thoſe 
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and be 
things that ate eonfeſſedly innocent in 
their own Nature, and are enjoined by 
Authority, is little leſs than Madneſs ; 
and as afraid as ever ſuch Men may 


none are more guilty of it, ſince tis 
as much Superſtition ſcrupulouſly to 
avoid the Uſe of things lawful, as to 
place Religion in ſuch things as are not 


either general or particular; the former 
of which we have is plain enough o 


(a) Abridgment of the London Caſes. - Dr. Pauls 
ener's Libertas Eccleſiaſtica. Dr. Welk's Treatiſes a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters, es. 


any 


ſcem to be of Superſtition, dis plan 


warranted by any Divine Command, 
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5 _ , Power. from the Churih, we mult of 


ty en, 1 thin, 
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any Petſon unprejudiced fot Dea 


N the Publick W of 
Gop; (4) and if we take pit hi; 


_ \Necelluy leave it none at all. 
kHlere I cannot forbear tranſeribity 
our great Archbiſhop's Words. (% t Th 


1 that ever was avowed 
« ſftians; not to do a thing whi _ 
« wiſe they might do lawfully, Jeon 
ee tit enjoined ; and to fancy that 
« indifferent thing becomes „ 
I unlauful, only becauſe'tis enjoind 
ce by Authority; — that tis a ding 
ds any thing in the Worſhip af Co 
cc which is not left to their 
cc det her they will do it or not: This 
is not only a Zeal contrary to Know: 
.<< Jedge, but even againſt common Senſe, 
Thus far that great Man, of whom tis 
hard to ſay, whether the Solidity and 
Penetration of his Judgment, the K 


actneſs of his Method, or Smoothngþ 


(a) 1 Cor, xiv. 40. (3) See his Sermons rt 
* * Dr. Barker, Vol. Il Sermon 23. Þ 365. 
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of his. Sty le, his great Candor, and 


admired...” 
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truly primitive, « 


Spirit, are moſt to be 


[-am. heartily ſorry, I am obliged io 
draw this Chapter out to ſo great a 
Length; ſorry, I mean, that there lis 
any occaſion for it; But I muſt yet take 
Notice of one more Sort of Perſons, 
that horridly have, and do miſplace and 
miſemploy their Zea: Such were thoſe 
in St. Pauls Time, and it had been 
well, had they continued no longer, 
who have made their own Dreams ane 
Fancies, or thoſe of other Men, the 
chief Object about which their Zeal hass 
been employed; Fooliſh and perverſe 
Diiſputings, and vain 7angimgs, as the 
Apoſtle, calls them (a) about Specula- 

tive Trifles, ſo hard to be decided, and 

for the moſt part of ſo little Conſe- 
quence if they were, that they are un- 
worthy of any Mans ſerious Regard and 
Conſideration, . Such were the fabulows * 
and perplexed Genealogies of the a 
Gnoſiicks, manifeſtly . borrowed from 


(4) Naps ald rp Meraooyias, I Tim. I 6. vi. 5. 1 4 
; the 'Y 


60 A Brief Diſcourſe 


any Perſon unprejudiced for Decent 
Ceremontes in the Publick Worſhip of 
Gop; (a) and if we take away Thi 
Power. from the Church, we muſt of 

Neceſſity leave it none at all. 
Here I cannot forbear tranſcribing 
our great Archbiſhop's Words, (b) © The 
« moſt unreaſonable Principle, I think, 
« that ever was avowed a Chr; 

« ſtians, not to do a thing which other- 
4 wiſe they might do lawfully, becauſt 
cc rate” oined; and to fancy that an 
cc Ferent thi becomes immediate- 
bc 55 —— — becauſe tis enjoined 
ce by Authority ; — that tis a Sin t1 
<« do any thing in the Worſbip of Gov, 
cc which ts not left to their Liberty, 
ec whether they will do it or not: This 
ce ig not only a Zeal rontrary to Knou- 
« ledge, but even againſt common Senſe. 
Thus far that great Man, of whom tis 
hard to ſay, whether the Solidity and 
Penetration of his Judgment, the Ex. 
actneſs of his Method, or Smoothnels 


(a) 1 Cor. xiv. 48. (5) See his Sermons publiſh'd 
by Dr. Barker, Vol. II. Sermon 23. P 365. 
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of his Sty le, his great Candor, and 
truly primitive Spirit, are moſt to be 
admired. 

Jam heartily ſorry, I am obliged to 
draw this Chaptcr out to ſo great a 
Length; ſorry, 1 mean, that there is 
any occaſion for it; But I muſt yet take 
Notice of one more Sort of Perſons, 
that horridly have, and do miſplace and 
miſemploy their Zeal: Such were thoſe 
in St. Paul's Time, and it had been 
well, had they continued no longer, 
who have made their own Dreams and 
Fancies, or thoſe of other Men, the 
chief Object about which their Zeal has 
been employed ; Fooliſh and perverſe 
Diſputings, and vain Janglings, as the 
Apoſtle calls them (a) about Specula- 
tive Trifles, ſo hard to be decided, and 
for the moſt part of ſo little Conſe- 
quence if they were, that they are un- 
worthy of any Mans ſerious Regard and 
Conſideration, Such were the fabulous 
and perplexed Genealogies of the old 
Gnoſticks, manifeſtly borrowed from 


(4) nA ee, Wersen vn. 1 Tim. i. 6. vi. g. 
the 
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the Heathen Theology, and particularly 
from Heſiod's Theogony : And ſuch are 
many of the Divinity Cobwebs to be 
found in the School- Men of lattet Ages, 
which tho' they have been made Mat- 
ters of great Heats and much Zeal, in- 
ſomuch that they have put the World 
into a kind of Conflagration, yet arc, 
generally ſpeaking, ſuch little inſignifi- 
cant Niceties, which rather tend to per- 
plex and enſlave Mens Reaſon, than 
poliſh and improve it; and which if 
they may be ſuppoſed to have any Re- 
lation to Religion at all, are fitted to 
diſguiſe and puzzle it, rather than exhi- | 
bit it in its true Light and native Beauty. 
I need not, I think, enlarge upon 
that wicked Sort of Zeal, which is 
exerted by Atheiſts and Hereticks to 
extirpate or corrupt the true Religion; 
nor yet of that Party-Zeal, which, | 
hope, is now expiring, ſeeing one is a 
Zeal againſt Gop and Religion, and the 
other is not at all concerned about either; 
and every one may obſerve that as the 


one is extremely wicked, ſo the other 
| is 
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is rather to be bewailed than de- 
fended. 3 

Having ſpoken thus much concern - 
ing the Object of Religious Zeal, I am 
next to conſider thoſe other Qualifica- 
tions which are reguiſite to render it 
Genuine and according to Knowledge. 


. 


64 A Brief Diſcomſe 


CHAP. I. 


Of other requiſite Qualifications fos 
true and acceptable Zeal. 


N order to prevent a ſpurious and 
miſtaken Zeal, it ought to be well 
conſidered, that it ought to proceed 


and iſſue out from a true Principle: 


We judge of the Clearneſs of Foun- 
tains by their Streams, and of Streams 
by the Muddineſs or Clearneſs of their 
Fountains. £1 
From whence it follows, ſhould the 
thing under Conſideration, Zeal, tho 
exerted in ſach Acts as are a Part of 
pure and undefiled Religion, abſtracted- 
ly or ſeparately conſidered from the 
Mind of the Performer, cannot pro- 
perly be called a good and religious 
Zeal, becauſe it ſprings from an ill 
Root, and aims at a wrong End, vw 
m 


- 


in Maſquerade, no Men are found to 
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muſt needs render it odious and de- 
teſtable in the Eyes of God and Men. 
God's Sight it cannot poſſibly avoid; 
and tho it ſometimes happens that the 
Hypocrite ſo well diſguiſes himſelf, as 
to carry the Appearance of all ima- 
ginable Zeal, and of a very religious 
Perſon, yet there are not many ſo for- 
tunate as not one Time or other to 
drop the Mask, and let the World in- 
to the Grand Secret and Myſtery of Ini- 
quity 3 and then what a Scene of Vil- 
lany and Holy Juggling is expoſed to 
the Eye? A Scene ſo ſhocking and ſur- 
prizing, that the moſt flagitious Acts 
that are committed with leſs Reſerve, 
ſcarce half ſo much affect us. 

There have been but too many In- 
ſtances of this Kind. The Scribes and 
Phariſees were remarkable for it in our- 
Saviour's Time, as the greateſt Hypo- 
crites have been ever ſince, either mere- 
ly to gain Applauſe, or as a Means to 
obtain ſome other worldly Emolu- 
ment, which they ſet their Minds up- 
on, Now whilſt theſe Men thus walk 


be- 
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be more Zealaus of the Duties of Re- 
ligion, whilſt they are likely to ſerve 
2 Turn, or compaſs ſome Defign which 
they aim at; you would take them for 
Saints of the higheſt Rank, whilſt all 
at the Bottom is nothing but Shan 
and Diſgwfe, and they don't 'retain 
the leſt Spark of the Fear or Love of 
God in their Hearts. Now if any Men 
can be ſo yain (as ſure they cannot) 
to flatter themſelves that ſuch their 
pretended: Zeal will be accepted by 
God, which when diſcovered appears 


fo extremely odious to Men; they 


muſt have ſtrange Notions of God, 
' contrary, not only to Scriptuxe, but 
even the Light of Nature it ſelf; for 
by both theſe we know, that God 
ſearcheth the Heart and trieth the 
Reins ; that He will not, nor indeed 
can, be mocked; and that as He is 2 
God of Truth, ſo he expects Truth in 
the inward Parts, and will not only 
not accept, but ſeverely puniſh all 
thoſe that are without it. ö 
It was a2 very remarkable Reply that 
Da FPlefſe is ſaid to have made to 
One, 
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one, who asked him the Reaſon why 
he did not write the Hiſtory of the 
Civil, or, as they are ſometimes called, 
the Religious Wars of France (which 
he had once ſome Deſign to have done) 
« If, faith he, I was careful to ob- 
« ſerue the Cauſes of that War, and 
« honeſt and faithful in 1 of 
« them, I muſt hunt the Fox to his 
« Kennel ;” i. e. ſaith Dr. Hammond, 
who quotes that Paſſage, (a) zrace 
thoſe Wars to the Brot hel- Houſe, 
which came ſeemingly out of the 


Church. To which the Dr. adds from 


Polybius this Remark, that the Pre- 
tex te, and true Cauſes. of Men's Actions 
are oftentimes very different. () So 
that not only the Popiſh Prieſthood, 
as Mr. Rapzn hath obſerved, (c) have 
gained very great Advantage, but o- 
thers alſo, by Crying up the Cauſe of * 
God, which commonly they take Care 
to confound with their own Intereſt. 


(a) See the 5th of his Nineteen Sermons Printed 


Pers, Aims. (c) Rapin Thoyras Hiſt. of England 
tranſlated by Mr. Tindal, Vol. 4. p. 457. 


Every £ 


with bis other Works in Fol. Vol. 4. p. 593. (% . 
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Every other Hiſtory almoſt will fur: 
niſh us with Inſtances of Zeal thus dif. 
guiſed : but none will afford us more 
pregnant and notorious ones, than the 
chief Actors and Incendiaries in the 
late Great Rebellion here in England: 


For it is obſervable, that thoſe of them 


that pretended the greateſt Zeal for 
, God and Religion, and for their 
Country's Liberty, only meant to 
enſlave. the latter, under Colour of 
being very Sealous for the other: 
Their Zeal they made ſhew of, was 
only employed to ſanct iy 
the worſt of Cauſes, and conceal their 
helliſh and implacabie Malice againſt 
the Church and Monarchy, which were 
too good indeed for ſuch wicked Cai 
tiffs to enjoy the Benefit of 5 and the 
ſeveral Steps they took to ſerve their 
main End, plainly ſhewed their Pro- 
ceedings not to be the Effect of any 
ſudden Reſolutions, but of much 
Thought. and Deliberation, and a long 
Series of the moſt notorious Difſimv 
lation both with God and Man. 


But 


and gild 


But beſides that Zeal which is kind- 
led by Self-Intereſt, there is often ſome- 
thing ſeen which looks like Zeal, 


which flows from no better or higher 
a Principle, than too much Warmth or 
Sowerneſs of Temper. The Sa/ltes of an 
heated Fancy, or the dark and cloudy 
Reſerves, that preciſe and unſociable 
Behaviour, that ſome Men arc born 
with or affect, are, I am afraid, often 
miſtaken for true Zeal, as well by thoſe 
in whom they are, as by others. A 


Severe Countenance, Loudneſs of Ex- 
preſſion, and Vehemency of Action, un- 
natural Tones and Geſtures, a Non- 
compliance with the innocent Cuſtoms 
of the World, are often found to u- 
ſurp the Name of Zeal, tho' conſidered 
in themſelves they have but a very 
ſlender Title to it; for ſurely no bet- 
ter can the Blemiſbes of Nature, and 
the want of Good Manners, have to the 


Name of a Chriſtian Virtue. In ſhort, | 1 | 


if the Root of our Actions be corrupt 
tis not to be expected that the Fruit 
ſhould be much better; any more 


than a bitter Fountain ſhould ſend out 


E ſweet 
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Wiest Streams, (a) or a Briar bear 

Grapes, or @ Thiſtle Figs. (6) 
Another Qualification of a truly 
Religious Zeal, which ought to be well 
attended to, and carefully conſidered, 
vi g. that it muſt be conſiſtent with the 
other known Duties of our moſt Holy 
Religion. For the Viſeſt and Bi 
Religion in the World (which the 
Chriſtian, when conſidered throughly 
in all its Parts and Branches, . muſt be 
confeſſed to be) cam never be con- 
ceived to be inconſiſtent with its ſelf, 
or our Duty of it to claſh and interfere | 
with another; for this like 4 Kin- 
dom divided againſt its ſelf, muſt de- 
ſtroy its (elf, and be brought to Deſi. 
lation; (c) fo that we may conclude 
that Zeal to be falſe, and not accord. 
ing to Knowledge; which puts Men 
upon acting inconſiſtently with any o- 

ther Duty of Religion. ? 
„Let us then ſee what are thoſe Da- 
ties, which Men's Zeal for their Re- 
Aion is but too apt to lead them to 


WN affront 
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tore; but the one more propertly im- 
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affront, and even trample upon; and 
J think that they be reduced to one 
or other ef theſe that follow, _ viz; 
Obedience, Trnath, Human: 
Charity, anu that Reſpett 65 is 
due to" Holy Plates, and T, Pings, 
Perſons. "© 

Obedience. is a very great and in- 
diſpenſable Duty we owe to our Go- 
vernours both in Church and State, 
and the Conttaries tö both of them 
imply a Kind of Rebelllon, the one of 
2 Spiritual, the other of à Civil Na- 


plies, and is termed Rebellion, the o- 
ther is uſually termed and ſignified by 
the Name of Schiſm; both of them 
Crimes of a vety flagrant and provoking 
Nature, what fair Pretences cither of 
them may be-covered withal ; and tis 
well known by Experience, that Men + | 
who out '@ of Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience, as they would fain have it 
termed, haye ſtrained at a Gnat, 
have yet been known with Eaſe e- 
nough to ſwallow down one or 
both of theſe Monſtrous Camels; 
E 2 0 _ 


72. A Brief Diſcourſe 
(a) for Monſtrous I may well be al- 
lowed to call them, ſeeing 1 haye the 
Authority of Scripture, the cleareſt 
Reaſon, and moſt Primtive Antiqui- 
ty to bear me out in ſo doing. For 
firſt, as to che Civil Magiſtrate, can 

any thing be plainer, than that. it was 
never our Saviour's Deſign to wreſt 
the Sword. out of the Magiſtrate's 
Hand? He always carried . himſelf 
peaceably and with great Submiſſion 
to the Powers in Being ; refuſed to be 
a King, when he might have been 
made to, if he would; () and com- 
manded every one to render unto 
Ceſar the things that were Ceſars, 
as well as unto God: the things that 
' were God's : (e) He ſharply rebuked 
St, Peter's Zeal, tho' meant for - his 
Reſcue, (d) Put up thy Sword into its 
Place, for all they $44 take the Sword, 
ſhall periſh by the Sword. He gave 
the Roman Governour to know, that 


(a) Mat. xxiii. 24. (6) Joh. vi. 17 (2 Mat. xii. 
21, (a4) wat XXV1, 52. 
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concerning ZEAL. 72 
his Kingdom was not of this World, 
(a) and that he did not deſire any of 
his Servants to make Reſiſtance on his 
Account; and if Reſiſting the Power 
in Being had been his Deſign, he had 
the whole Hoſt of Heaven at his Beck, 
and ready to execute his Commands. 
(% Nor did his Apoſtles ſwerve from 
his Doctrine in the leaſt Point; nay, even 
that Apoſtle, who, as I juſt now ob- 
ſerved, drew his Sword in his Defence, 
and cut off an Ear of the High Prieſts 
Servant who» came to apprehend him. 

For to begin with his Doctrine, (c) Sub- 

mit your ſelves to every Ordinance of 
Man, for the Lords ſake ; whether 
it be to the King as Supreme, or un- 
to Governours, as thoſe that are ſent 
by him for the Puniſhment of evil 
Doers, and the Praiſe of them that ao 
well. And again, (4) Fear God, ho- 
nour the King. | 
St. Paul is yet more expreſs, if 


poſlible, ſe) Let every Soul, ſaith hñle, 


be ſubject to the Higher Powers, for 


(a) Joh. xviii. 36. (5) Mat. xxvi. 55 (c) i Per: 1 
I3, 14. (4) v. 17. (e Rom. xilii. I, 2 
E 3 there 


there is no Power but of Cod; the 
Powers that be are ordained of God; 
Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Poux, 
reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and 
they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves Damnation. Nothing in the 
World can be plainer, than that the 
Apoſtle is here enforcing Men's Obe- 
dience to their Civil Governaonrs, and 
that he has done it in the moſt forci- 
ble Manner, vis. upon Pain of Eter- 
nal Damnation. And again he ſo- 
lemnly commands Titus, * to put 


ſubject to Principalities and Powers, 
and to obey Magiſtrates, _ 
What was the Doctrine of the Pri. 
mitiue Church in the next Ages ſuc- 
ceeding the Apoſtles, might be ſhewn 
by Abundance of Teſtimonies out of 
the Writers of thoſe early, Times; 
but my Deſign being to uſe as much 
Brevity as well I can, I fhall content 
my ſelf with one Evidence only, taken 
from the pſt Chriſtian Latin Writer, 


* Th = ' 


thoſe under his Charge in Mind to be 


concerning LBAL. 76 
I mean Tertullian in his Apologetick 
for the Chriſtians, then ſeverely perſe- 
cuted: And if we may be allowed to 
judge of Men's Principles by their 
Prayers, never were the Breaſts of 
Men inſpired with more Loyalty and 
Duty even ro Perſecuting Princes. 
« In all our Prayers, ſaith Tertullian, 
« we are ever mindful of all our En-. 
e perours and Kings, whereſoever we 
« live; beſeeching God for every one 
« of them without Diſtinttton, that 
« he would bleſs them with Length 
« of Days, 4 quiet Reign, 4 
« well eſtabliſhed Family; a ſtout 
« Army, a faithful Senate, and an 
« honeſt People, and a peaceful World, © 
« and whatever elſe Prince or People | 
« can wiſh for.” & little after this, he 
hath theſe Words © Thus white we © 
« are ſtretching forth our Hands to 
« God, let your tormenting Irons har-- 
* row our Fleſb, let your Gibbets eu. 
« alt us, or your Fires lick up" our 
* Bodies, or your Swords cut off our” 
% Heads, or your Beaſts tread us to 
« the Earth, For a Chriſtian; on his 
E 4 « Rnces 
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576 A Brief Diſcourſe 
28 « Knees to his God, is in a Poſture 
* of Defence againſt all the Evil. 
& you can crowd upon him.” Thok 
that will ſee more to this Purpoſe, 
ma / conſult his xxviii Cap. (4) That 
they were thus Dutiful and Obedient 
under the worlt of Emperors, could 
never proceed (as Bellarmine, and 0- 
thers that borrow what they ſay from 
him, have ſuggeſted) viz. from their 
Weakneſs and Want of Power to reſi 
ſuch Princes, as then governed the 
| Roman Empire. Let us hear what 
the Author above-mentioned faith to 
this, (6) * Why, ſaith he, 0 ur 
* would not revenge our ſelves in the 
« Dark, but engage you in the open 
cc Field, do you think we could want 
« Armies? The Moors, and Marco- 
„ mans, and Parthians, which you have 
lately conquered, nor any other Pes. 
„% ple within the Bounds: f à Coun. 
„ try, are more numerous than theſe 
a 29ho know no other Bounds, than 


a) Tertull. Apol. tranſlated by Mr. Reeves, Che). 
2 1 305, 306. = * 
: (5) Chad. xxxvii. p. 23 224. « the 
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concerning ZE AL. 77 
« the Limits of the World. We are but 
« of Teſterday, and to Day are grown: 
« up, and overſpread' your Empire, 
« your Cities, your Iſlands, your Forts, 
« Towns, and Aſſemblies, and your 
« very Camps, Wards, Companies, 
« Palace, Senate, — all ſwarm 
«* with Chriſtians, &. 

Such another Account you will find 
given by Euſebins,. almoſt two Cen- 
turies lower, in the Times juſt pre- 
ceding that Great Perfecution under 
the Emperour Diocletian. * From all 
which 1 conclude, . and I think with 
very juſt Reafon, that it was not for 
Want of Strength or Numbers, that the 
Chriſtians of thoſe Times did not take 
Arms in their own Defence, tho they 
had ſo great Provocation to in; but 
becauſe they did not think that aheir 
Religion gave them Liberty ſo to do. 
Otherwiſe, in Conjunction with the 
Enemies of it, they might have given 


a great Meight, and 5 Conlequehce * 


irn 


Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib. viii. Chap 11. in 
principio. 
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Celerity 6r Swiftneſs to the Fall of 
an Empire, already tottrring and fink 
ing under the Weight of iis own im. 
menſe Bull and Starure. 

I will not pretend to affirm, that 
our Caſe under this happy Conſtitution, 
is altogether the ſame with thoſe under 
the Old Roman Empire, which was an 
Abſolute Monurchy: The Meaſure of 
our Obedience, as to Particulars, are 
the Laws and Ancient Cuſtoms of the 
Nation: Our greateſt Kings and Queen 
have never pretended to more than 
Part only in the Lægiſlativs Power; 
ſo that they can neither Dyſþenſe with, 
nor Repeat Laws: without the Con 
currence of their Parliaments: As to 
the Executive Powet tis (olely their 
own zMheir Perſons are invialable and 
facred, and their Miniſters ought only 
to anſwer for Faults. In ſhort, our 
Princes are not to be Neſiſſed in the 
Execution of the Laws, nor any that 
act by their Authority and Commiſſi 
on; and this, "all 1 have to ſay on n that 
Head. 4 
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Only I muſt ask Leave to, take N#- 
tice, that Rebellion is at the Sin of 
Witchcraft, (a) and to refiſt God's 


Miniſters who bear the Sword for 


him, is -a Sin of the firſt ige and 


Magnitude, and. in ſome fort. à Re» 


bell;on againſt Heaven its ſelf. Ther 
have not, ſaith God to Samuel, when: 


the Iſraelites were become weary of 
his gentle, eaſy Government, rejected 


thee, but they have rejected Me: (6) 
For ary God it is that. Kings reign,. 
rinces decree Juſtice. (c) 

And in ſo Good a Government, as 
we in particular of this Nation live 
under, the Sin of reſſting the Power- 
is ſtill more, much more aggravated, 
ſeeing our own Conſent is involved 
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in making thoſe Laws by which. we 


are Governed, 4 Bleſſing fe- Nation: 
beſides our ſel ves can bg truly boaſt of: 


A Government free from the may 
Inconveniencies of an Abſolute. M. 


narchy on the one Hand, and the Con- "il 
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80 A Brief Diſcourſe 
fuſions in Counſels, and ſlowneſs of 
Diſpatch, that attend upon Repwblicks 


on the other. 
Jam ſure then, tis our Intereſt as 


well as Duty, as the Prophet adviſed 
the Captives of I/rael, (a) to ſeek 
the Peact of the City where God hath 
placed us, for in the Peace of it we 
can only reaſonably: expect to have 
Peace. We muſt be Mad as well as 
Impious, before we can have the Pre- 
{ſumption t /ift up our Hands againſt 
the Lord's Anointed We ſee ou 
Hands are tied by the Laws of God, 
and what is that Zea/ that can pretend 
to unlooſe them? All ſuch Zeal, and 
ſuch. Policies are not from Above, but 
are, as St. James hath ſtyled them, (i) 
Earth, Senſual, De viliſb. And a 
Men muſt not pretend to do it of their 
_ own Head; fo ncither has any Power 
upon Earth Authority to abſolve them 
from their Allegiance : It is the Bond 
of God: betwixt a Prince and his Peos 
Ker, and ee betwint _ Govern- 
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ment and the Subjects that live under 
it, and are protected by it; and h 
God has joined together, what has any 
Man to do to put 6; arr ? And as little 
as any, I am very ſure the Pope of 
Nome; (whatever he has, or does at 
preſent pretend) whoſe Power, as ſuch, 
whatſoever it be, is of a Spiritual Na- 
ture; nor have they any thing to do 
by virtue of that, nor never had, but 
what they uſurped in this Nation; 
and may God grant that they may be 
never ſeized With ſack a Aber over 
us again. 

Now I ſay, ſha ſuch” Pretenders 
with a Spiritual Key; take upon them 
to unlock the Ties of Ciuil Obligy 
tions, and even of thoſe Duties that 
immediately reſult from Nature it- felf! | 
which yet, 'tis well known, they have 
more than once aſſumed a Power of 
doing. Shall ſach an one as the Pope; _ 
I am loth to call him the Man of 
din, (a) pretend, inſtead. of. ln 
the Bonds of Wickedneſs, and letting 


the oppreſſed go free, (b) CV orks * Be 
(#) 2 Thel. it. 3. (-H. lv. 6. 2 4 
becoming \ 
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B | ploks, beſore: we caurhave che Bit 
ble Lands.  Aucjnted. We few 

Hands are dec by the 1 

2 and what is..chat:Zas/ithat-can;pretend-- 
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"In Cont aciliee the Pope, not ant 
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their Inſtitution to ſuch an End, and cover 


Powers 0 Mil 8 11 be ſuppoſed, 


Twiſted - do a 25 er 10 dec * 1 4 
from each other! And where therb is A 
lawful and unqueſlionabie Authority, 
there of courſe muſt Submiſſion; a 
Obedience be due. Now tis plan the 
Church of Chriſt was governed by of 
other Power for near 300 Nuts, before 
Emperors, and Kings, and Princes came 
into it, and becume its Nurfing Fathers, 
and Nurſing Mor bers, (a) who: gobwth-- 
ſtanding, by*fo doing, have not*fofar 2 
annihilated the Power of the" Clergy, * 1 3 ; 
but that they have the Keys vat” 
their Grrltle,” aud the ones Power f 1 | 
Ordination;, Adnlinifgration eee, I 
craments, Preaching ( ordy and 
offering up our Prayers, when we meet 
in publick to wor{llp out Maker, are 
what are ſtil}, and ever wilt be bn 
, 2 Opinion of all ſober Perſens, = 
rereg FORE this belong amn 5 44 
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Supremacy as the Jeriſb Princes ext 
ciſed vf old, and they may in ſome Seng 
even be ſtyled Biſpopr, Being the Ni 
dy which the Grau Conftabbrime' d 
himſelf ;' but then they are oni oh 
E erour explained his Meaning, Bw. 
bn. ra ic, Superintendetits a 
of the ZEwxttynai Polity of the Chat 
to ſee that the Biſhops, whoſe Buſine 
it is to look over, I mean inipect the 
inferiour Clergy, do their own Dutits; 
and that by ſuch Canons as are mat 
by them with the Advice and Aſſiſtint 
of the inferiout Clergy, ug gu, Wii 
ments capiar Refpublica, tfete bei 
claſhing and interfering with the knowl 
Laws of the Land, or other Eccleſial 
+ cat Conſtitutions of long ſtanding ant 
great Authority and Credit 3 otherwik 
there would many Inconvenienicies 
Neceſſity follow, and among the il 
it would be hard to avoid the Abfirdiy 
and Contradiction of having Sum 
Imperium in ſummo Tmperio, vir.”ty0 
Empires in one, which is equally" 
furd as to ſuppoſe two ſupreme Neis 
or two chiefe 2 Goods: Yet * fl 
ir cara 
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leaves the ſacred Orders untouchid, d 
to what is eſſential. to theit reſpective 
Offices: There is uo Chriſtian Prince, 
or other chief Magistrate that I know 
of in any Part of the World, that pre- 
tends a Right to the Execution of thoſe 
Powers that belong to the Miniers of 
Gon alone; and as for our own, they 
have. and do ſolemnly diſclaim them, 
as well as our Church denies in her A- 
ticles, that the have any ſuck Power, 
for theſe are het Words, (a) . 
© tribute to the Queen's Majefly (eben 
* Qucen Elizabeth) the chief Govern 
ment; by which Titles we unden 
the Minds af ſome: fanderous Folks 
* to be offended: We give not gur 
© Princes the Miniſtring of Gos 
* Word or the Sacraments, thewwhich 
thing the Injunttions lately ſet out 
* by Elizabeth eur Queen, de met 
plainly teſtify y but that 'Preragative 
only which we ſee to have been a. 
© Ways 7 err Princes in Scripture y 
God himſelf, that is, that they ſhould 
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. rule 4 and Degrees m 
« nitted to their Charge, whether thy 
ee be Eccleſſaſtical or T emporal, Wahi 
e ſtrain with the Civil Stword Feta 
born and evil Doerr. 
From whence every Body that if 
convinced, may ſee, how unjuſt 8k 
"Steer, or rather that unmannetij 
Nection, which Cardinal Bellarmi 
upon that Great, Excellent, Prudeh 
and Pious Princeſs Queen Elias 
theſe are his Words, (a) Luther /alk 
that in the Sacrament of Penants, 
Woman or a Child may as well give Ak 
* ſolution. as a Biſhop, or even be ' 
himſelf; and even now in Fath, 
Calviniſts (by which he means the Ment 
bers of the Church of England) ba 
a Woman for their Chief Prieſt.  * 
If then notwithſtanding our adm 
ting the Royal Supremacy, the Aut 
rity of our Miniſtry is, as to all the f 


() Lutherus in Sacramento Pznitentizy d 
equè abſolvere poſſe Mulierem vel Puerum 
Epiſcopum vel Papam: & jam Calviniſſis in 308 
Mulier quædam eſt ſumma Pontifex. Bellarmine & 
Not. Eccles. Vol. I. p. 76. Column 2. 
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(entials of it, the ſame Wit was Ae 4 
Ages next immediately ſucceeding the 
Apoſtles, and even I might add in their 
own Times, then, I ſay, the ſame Sub- 
miſſion and: Obedience, ſo far as the 
Parallel will hold good, is due to thoſe, 
that are now employed in it as then: 
mplicit Obedience, 


do not mean a ina, 7 
which can never be due, but where we 

are well aſſured that ſuch Perſons ate 

actually inſpired by Gop with a Spirit of 
Infallibility, Which tho there are ſome. 
that with Vanity and Impudence enough 

arc found to pretend to, yet they ought 
to convince us by better Arguments 
than they have hitherto done (I mean 
their being guilty of many the moſt 
monſtrous Errors and Miſtakes) before 
they can reaſonably require us to give 
them any Credit: The Obedience I am 
preſſing to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
is not, I ſay, a bling and implicit one, 
but that which is National, and atiſing 
from a ſerious. and impartial Enquiry 
into our Duty; and ſuch an Obedience 
will chiefly conſiſt in attending duly on 
their Miniſtry, not a their juſt 
by 6, 


25 
I 
g 
publick Worſhip,” and the GG ine 
of nis Church; provided e cini 
prove them ſinful, Whatever A Re 
Thoughes as to their Expedĩiency, d 
which they, not we; sré the 0 
Judges. Above all ,things;' Tay- 
ought' not te take upen thom 
others, or preach and aun We 
Sacraments themſelves, withbut bei 
duly and legally thereunto called; tor 
this is a grand Preſumption, and ji 
5 a ſuitable Puniſbment. We it 
the iſad Fate of Dathar add Win 
before our Eyes, (a) together with 
that of the unfortunate , N V 
tho his Deſign was to prefetve the Ark 
of Gop by laying hold of it, yet hob 
being one of thoſe Pricfls; wfloſe Oft 
it was to bear it, I mean one of te 
Koathites, (e) he loſt his Life for 10 


Numb a 4 2. 5 2 Sam. v1. * 4 1 - "y 
* going 


hore Ss hall think 
for the better Petformanuck 


- 5h 
EH 
1 

0 þ „ 
it 
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= end Gow fa Faure home there. for 
his Error, and. thong Been Ce 
Ark of Gem. 


cr on” 2 


25 we arc apt to think, that inflicted on 


to have proceeded from no other Cauſe 
or. Motive, than his 
and Concern:for'the Ark of Gon, for 
fear it ſhould have been over- turned or 
otherwiſe: damaged: But as Gap can 
fave and reſcue what is his, without 
our interpoſing, or having Recourſe to 
thoſe Means ſor which we have no 
Warrant or Allowance, and perhaps 
las in LR gabs Cale) are ablolurely in- 
terdicted; ſo this Inſtance of Severity 
was intended to-terrify: Men, tho out 
of good Intention or any Pretence 


, —e ³ MMA ð U ²¾dvum — re. 


eee. 


have nothing to do with; and 


thoſe ſacred Employments, who ate not 
called of Gop, as was Aaron, and his 


doing: The Text telle ur. e the Ar. | 


- Theſe were terrible Judgmenes, and 


Uzzah was ſevetet than can well be ac 
counted for, ſeeing what he did, ſeeme 


great Reverence 


what ſoe ver, to meddle with things they 


particularly to intrude teme into 


Talent | 
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Poſierit . % Sure I am, this is To gteit 
ſo ſinful a Preſumption, that no Pre. 


tence to Zeal, and doing Gon even the, 


greateſt Service, can juſtify it, it being 
a direct and ſcandalous Breach of tha 
Obedience which we owe to thoſe, in 
whoſe Hands Gop hath lodged the ſok 
Power of ſending Labourers a 
Vi Ant) Ard. | "= 
15 — here Sorbexir 
Words of St. Clement Pauls Fel. 
bw: Labourer, (cf Hrn Biene 
Rome after the Apoſtles, they ate ma 
that follow 5 « The Lay-Man is 
« obliged by thoſe Precept. 2 
4 to Lay- Men : «The Chief Prigſt n. 
< ger the Jewiſh Law had his artis 
: lar Offices aſſigned: him, ſo had ibi 
e Prieſts and Levites their reſheftiut 
„ Miniſtries that were incumbent 
« them by the Lau of Gop. Bre 
« thren, let every one of you cont ainig 
&« himſelf. within the Bounds of bi 
t proper Rank and ane w_ 


quoting th 


(a) Heb. V. 5 Phil. iv. 3. (e 
K Ow, c. ha Epiſt, ad bo TE P. 2 
p. 1206. 


C ot 
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«-'(or as it may be tendred) offer up the 
&« Euchariſt. to'Gop, not by conlecra- 
« ting it, but by receiving it from ſuch 
« as have, the Power of Conſecration, 
« and as becomes him, co 2 ne himſelf 

« t0 what is his proper gene e pet 
Calling 

And great Reaſon there is it mould be 
ſo, the Ordinance of Gop enjoins it, 
and Order and Decency, the Dignity of 
the Prieſthood, and the Edification and 
good Government of the Church of 
Gop make it highly expedient, and even 
neceſſary that it ſhould not be other- 
wiſe; but that the ſacred Offices ſhonld 
be performed by ſuch Men only, that 
are ſolemnly ſet apart, as well as duly 
otherwiſe qualified for the Diſcharge of 
them, 

Ihave inſiſted the longer on this Point, 
becauſe many have been known, and 
there are many ſuch ſtill,· who take upon 
them to execute thoſe Offices and Du- 
ties that are appropriated to the Clergy, 
without any lawful Call or Miſſion, 
which is one of the higheſt Acts of Diſ- 
obedience Men can be guilty of towards 


F hrs 


94 W A Brief. Dj Wha 
their lawful Paſtots, and the molt rage; 
audacious and dangerous. F tion 
that can well be conceived or thought 
* of; and may 1 not well ſay to thoſe 0 
that are guilty of it, as Moſes expoſty; i 
lated with the rebe/{;ous  Thiſmatiral ic 
Levites? (a) And Moſes ſaid, head 1 p. 
pray you, ye Sons of Levi: Scemeth it 
but a ſmall thing unto you, that the 
Gop of Iſrael hath ſeparated you fron 
the Congregation of Aſrael, to bring 
You near to himſelf, to do the Service 
_ of the Tabernacle of the Lord, &. 
And ſeek ye the Prieſthood alfo # Is it 
not — 5 for ſuch Men, that they 


anc 

are admitted to the common Rights and tha 
Privileges of the Chriſtian Region fer 
entitled to its Rewards, are a peculiar the 
People, and in a large Senſe made Kings ons 
and Prieſts unto Gop, () but they mult I 454 
| ſnatch that Przeſthvod, that Prerogs for 

| tive out of the Hands of thoſe, in WM ©. 
whom Chriſt and his Apoſtles have ſole Ph, 

ly fixed it? Gop forbid, we ſhould 0 . 
much as attempt it! | fore 


| (4) Numb. xvi. 8. , ©. (6) 1Pct.ii. g. Rev. i 6. 
j i Nay, 


— 
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Nay, that we ſhould in other Inftances, 
the chief of which I have already men- 
tioned, refuſe them a chearful and ready 


Obedience; ſeeing it is what is plainly 


commanded by Gop in Scripture z and 
if any thing can add to the Force of 2 
Divine Command, frequently enforced, 
and much inſiſted on by thoſe Chriſtian 
Fathers, who wrote next after the Apo- 
files : 1 will produce ſome Paſſages of 
each Sort from both, firſt the Srrjptures; 
and then the Primitive Fathers. | 
And firſt St. Paul is very particular 
in his Injunctions, as to that Honour 
and Obedience which is due to thoſe 
that miniſter in Holy Things. We be- 


ſeech you, Brethren, faith he, to know + 


them that labour among you, and are 
over you in the Lord, and admoniſh rou, 
and eſteem them very highly in Love 
for their Works ſake. (a) And again, 


when he is ſending Timothy to the 


Philippians, he docs it with this Re- 
commendation, (6) Receive him there- 


fore in the Lora with all Gladneſs, and 


(a) 1 Theſ. v. 12, 13. (6) Phil. ii. 28, 29. | 
F 2 Hold a 
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bold fuch. in R eputation: And yet fill 


more emphatically, (c) Obey them that 
have the Rule over you,, and ſubmit | 


your ſelves; for they watch far your 


Souls, as they that muſt give an At. 


count, that they may do it with Foy, 
and not with Grief, for that is unpri- 
fitable for you. 1 know there are thoſe 
that would have the Greek Word 
Leibe ge, which we here render Obey, to 
ſignify no more than be ye perſuaded 
by, (and.it were well indeed if all Men 
would be perſuaded by, ſuch Miniſters 
that ſeek the Good of their Souls above 
any worldly Profit or Emolument ;) but 
tis plain beyond all Doubt, that theſe 
Words have. a plain and immediate Re- 
fpet to that Order, to whom, under 
themſelves, the Government of the 
Church of Chriſt was committed: Elſe 
what can be meant by having Rule over 
them, is what I cannot underſtand: Per- 
haps thoſe that are got into the new 
Way of thinking may, and then they will 
do very well and charitably to convince 


(c) Heb. xili. 17. 
their 
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their Brethren by ſome better Reaſons 
than I have yet ſeen. I will only add 
one more Text from St, Peter, (a) AU 
of yon be ſubjett one to another, and 
be cloathed with Humility, But what 
muſt we underſtand by being ſubject one 
to another? Shall we-revive the old 
Roman Saturnals, and ſubject Maſters. 
to their Servants? No, but the Meaning 
is no more, but let all Inferiours be ſub- 

ject to their Juperiours, () among which 
muſt be reckoned in one chief Place at 
leſt our Spiritual Paſtors. 

Let us now ſee what the Judgments 
of the Firſt Fathers of the Church 
were as to this Point, and with them 
conclude this Chapter. | 

| will only mention two or three of 4 
the Earlieſt, as being of greateſt Au- 
thority, and ſhall produce them in their, 
Order of Time as they lived and wrote. 
St. Clemens of Rome, who when he is 
exhorting the Schi/mmatical Corinthians 
to Humility and Obedience to their Si- 


— k 5 . cc. BWB a 8 þ rc TT w-. — ES Wes. * 


c (4) 1 Pet. v. (6b) Hammond on the Keys, 11 
fit Volume of is Works, p. 449. 
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. ? Boos 
| ritual Paſtors, thus addreſſeth himſelf, 
a) Let us reflect upon the Soldiery that 
are ſubject to their Generals, withwhat 
good Order, L Eurauròs] and hom ren 
aily they execute their Commands, an 
behave themſelves with all poſſible Obe. 
dience and Suvjettion. Again, not 
long after.: The Apoſtles of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt well knew the Contentions 
and Diſcords that would arife about Epi: 
copacy, CET wouaT@* rue Er, —W]5 % 
in ſucceeding Ages, and therefore they 
ordained ſuch fit Perſons which they 
intended to ſucceedinthe Place of thoſe 
F departed, and to execute their Office: 
> Wherefore ſuch as have been thus con- 
”" PFflututed, either by the Apoſtles them- 
. ſelves, or by other Eminent Perſons, 
with the Conſent of the whole Church, 
and who have ſer ved the Flock of Chriſt 
with Peace and Humility, without 
any Blemiſh or Slur; and have for 4 
long Time born from all the Teſtimony of 
being Men famous in their Generations, 


a) 1 Ep. ad Cor. Sect. xxvi p. 112. Edit, Colomel. 
Gr. Lat. | 1-247 
"A. 


theſe 
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theſe we cannot without the greateſt 
Injury und Injuſtice diveſt of their | 
Places and Authority. ( To which 
Words of the ſaid Author give me 
Leave to add, that if ſuch Men cannot 
be diveſted of their Authority without 
great Injuſtice, their /awful Commands 
cannot be diſobeyed without it nei- 
er: 5 
Juſt after this, he blames that Spirit 
of Content ion which then reigned among 
them, which he attributes to blind, 
miſtaken Leal, which carried them into 
Parties and Factions about things of no 
Conſequence! to Mens Salvation. ( 
And near the Concluſion of that famous 
Epiſtle, he charges thoſe who firſt laid 
the Foundation of thoſe Schiſins and 
 deditions, to carry themſelves with all 
Obedience towards their Presbyters, and' 
to be inſtructed, bending the Knees of 
their (4) Souls by Repentance. This 


(65) Ibid. 12.7, vaſt ++ ; : 

(c O. Aer ire, apr 85 Gray D pin crmgne 
THY Sis Twrnehey, Ib. 128. 

(4) "Twit; & 6 * rege Tis qs Tre; 
Loni urs Tois Ilpeo Suripots, bis „ Ka} rig r* 


v 7156 bv. 
E 4 1 


Jaſt Expreſſion of bidding Men be ſub- 
ject to their Presbyters may be ſubjeli 
to Mi:-conſtraQion, as We find it l 
been often miſunderſtood and miſap- 
plicd ; and therefore a Word or twoto 
ſet it in its proper Light, I hope will not 
be thought impertiuant nor out of te 

ay. 201 
" Let it be,then conf dered, that this 


Epiſtle of St. Clemens was: written 


| ſhortly after the Deaths of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, about the End of Nerds 
Perſecution A. D. 64; at. which Time 
(as in Seripture) the Words Biſbop and 
Presbyter were uſed — 
tho' their Offices were then ſufficiently 
known. to be diſtin& and different; ſo 
that we muſt not think there was not at 
the Time of writing that Epiſtle any 
Biſbop in the Church of Corinth, not 
that there had not been even from the 
Times of the Apoſtles, in whom the 
chief Authority over that Church was 


lodged. Ignatius was the firſt that 
mentions the three Offices diſtincthj, 
Biſbop, Prieſt, and Deacon; but that 
there were then Biſhops whom the 4; 
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concerning E EAE to 
files had ordained, or were conſecrated = 
by thoſe they had laid their Hands upon, 


is ſo very clear both from Irenæus, (a) 
and Euſebius, that no reaſonable Perſon 


can well doubt of ĩt; and that the Name 
of Biſhop and Presbyter were uſed pro- 
miſcuouſly even for many Years after: 
wards, by one that in the ſtrict Senſe 
executed the Office of a Biſhop himſelf; 
I ſhall ſhew by and by, from a Quota- 
tion I ſhall have occaſion to produce 
from the fame Jrenenus before-men-. 
tion d; which, I think, ſufficiently - 
proves the Emptineſs of Arguments 
from Words that were not yet fully ap- 
propriated to their proper Ideas, but 
were uſed often at large, and in a Serife 
undetermined. „ 
The next Father that offers himfelf in 
the Chronological Order, is St. Igna. 
tius, the once Famous Biſhop of Am - 


Sw CT „ — . 
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(a) Traditionem itaq; habemus mamifeſtatam Apo- 
ſtolorum in toto Mundo, in Eccleſia adeſt perſpicere 
omnibus qui velint audire, & habemus annumerare 
# eos qui ab Apoſtolis inſtituti ſunt Epiſcopi in Eecleſiis, 
t & ſueceſſores eorum uſq; ad nos, &c. Iren. adverſus 
— Lib. 3. cap. 3. P. 104. Edit. Eraſmi Pariſus 
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en 


A Ways bound to defend. I ſhall only 
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liocb, à Perſon as eminent for his pri- 
mitiye Spitit and Piety, as hisSufferings; 
and as ſome ſay, was one of thoſe In- 
fants which our Saviour embraced | in 
his Arms, and bleſſed. (6) 


But be that as it will, it is moſt cer- 


Apoſtles, 


tain he was Coeval with the 
and could not be a Stranger what Go. 
vernment they had fettled in the Church, 
nor as to what Obedience they expected 
ſhould be paid to it. Thoſe Epiſtles of 
his that I am about to take my Quota 
tions from, have, I muſt confeſs, been 
called in Queſtion as to their Authority, 
that is, whether they were Ignatius 
or not; but then it has been by ſuch 


Men that knew not how to reconcile 


the Government of the Church in his 


Time, as tis by him repreſented, to that 
of their own: And the greateſt Strength 
of their Objections lies againſt ate 
lations and Forgerzes, which I am no 


refer to thoſe Seven Epiſtles of his men- 
(6) Matk x, 1. wn 


. So & A, 
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concerning un TTY yan 
tioned» by Euſebius, (a) which have 
been ſo fully Ade Foſfſs,. 
Biſhop' Uſber, Dr. Hammond, and par- 
ticularly by our Learned Biſhop Pl 
ſon, (6) and laſtly by the preſent Pious 
and Learned Arohbiſbop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Wale, (r] that none can hems at. 
doubt any longer. 

But tis now Time to heat se Tags 
guage they ſpeak, and what 'Sentiments- 
they expreſs as to the Point under 
Confideration,.''6f which. I ſhall wes 
ſome, out of many more Inſtances, '- 

In his Epiſtle to the Epheſians! are: 
theſe Words. Let no FX. 'decervt” 
himſelf, if any Man be not within the 
Altar, he is ries of the Bread uf 


God. For if the Prayer of one or _ 


two be of ſuch Force, as ue are... 
told, (d) how: much more power ful ſhall. 
that of the Biſhop and the 'whote 
Church be? He en efore that docs 


not come together in 1h ſame- Plate 


(a) Euſeb. Ecct.Hift: Cap: xx3vi EIB. 3. (5) Vin- 


Epiſt. 1gnatii-Lond. 1693. (4) Mat. xviii.. * 


- 3 ; 


with 


diciz Epiſt. Ignatii. Cantab. 1674 (e) Prefat. as 


condlermied himſelf s, for; rut written 
God ref eth the Proud. Let us ful 
Heed therefore that we do vor fr 
ſelves againſt the Biſhop, that we may 
|= be the. Servants uf Goa. -(6) Again 
* 9 the Cloſe of that Epiſtle, Olen 

iſhop and the Pregbytery uitb 
= = Fection, breaking one and the 
fame. Bread, ¶ the — Bread} 
which is the + gs of Teta 3 


ON 


but live for ever in Jeſus Chrif. * 
In his Epiſtle to the Magneſians ate 


theſe Word, (c) Do you nothing 

without your Bi ſhop and Pregbyters, 

In his Epiſtle to the Trallians he ſpeaks 

| thus 3 It is therefore neceſſary 55908 | 

do, ſo you. ſhould do nothing wi 

vor Biſhop: Alſo: be ſubjet# — rour 

Presbyters, as to the Apoſtles of Feſui 

_ Chriſt our Hope, in whom if ag 
we ſhall be found in Lim. (qq 


| ea) Arch Biſhop Wales Franſſation (hich wil be 
- conſtantly made 70 pr r* — p. 3 * Ibid. 
_ Ca P: at. (c Ep, a n. Sect. v 
e ad 1 rail. Sec. li. p. 17 | W 
in 


4 Eh % r D We. 
dom Ewa, 40k 
In his 'Epiſiletto tie Phitadelphians, 
@ Whereforv ad becomes Children both 
of the Right and: f the Tran, fee 
Diviſions and falſe Doctrines : bur 
where your Shepherd is, Ibere 05 Eh | 
as Shrep follows C$2J) DK 5 
-- Laſtly," (for I am afraid hilt Tam | 
ſtudying to inſtruct, of tiring'my Red 
"ng and the Place I am now oing 
to produce is pretty long) In his 
Epiſtle to the Smyrnæuns he chus ad- 
dreſſeth thimſelf to the Members of 
that Church, (h Follow: your Biſhop as 
Jeſus Chriſt the F. re and the'Prefe 


bytery as the Apoſthes': As for Det. 


cons, reverence them as the Command 
of God. Let no' Man do any" thing 
of what belongs to the Churth without 
the Biſhop. Let the Euchariſt be look. 
ed upon as firm and juſt, which it 
offered by the Biſhop, or by bim to 
whom the Biſhop has given his" Cons 
fent. Where 2 the Biſhop ſhall aps | 
pear, there let the . 45 be 5 r 


(a) Ep. ad Philadelp. Seck. li. p. 179. 60 Dr. = 
Life of lreneus, Sect. v. p. 166. His Chronologioal Tables 
affixed to the 1 Vol. e bis Lives. 


where 


3 4 BN Dione 


where Jeſus aig 45, tert it the cerv: 
| 2 * is ue I 
/ e | 3 — 
or celebrate 3 — 
* whatſoever he ſhall. appr — 

that is alſo pleaßng unto Ga, fo that 
cubat ſocwer is. dane; way be ſecune 

a re e, „ et e 
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P wi 4 ſhall ons only to cite one 

more Paſſage from Tremaus Who wa 
Biſhop of Lyons in France; andiwrote, bor 
as Dr. Cæue has obſerved, whillDEles WM this 
therius Biſhop of Name was living, ] 
which, according to his 
muſt be ſometime within A. VD. 177 the 
and 192, and by Conſequence Within 
the ſecond Century. Let us then hen Cl 
what he ſaith (for J am ſure none can 
be more tired in Reading than I am 
in Tranſcribing) I berefore, ſaith he, be 
we onuſt needs obey thoſe that an of 
Presbyters in the. Church, thoſe that 
wg their Succeſſion from the. As 
Poſtles, who with P 8 uccaſ on re. 
e 

i IV 


concerning 2 EAI. io 
rived. the Gifts of Truth according . 
to the good Pleaſure of the Father. (a) | 
This laſt Citation from Ireneus has 
2 double Edge, for tis in the firſt Place 
2 plain and nndeniable Proof of the 
Obedience we oe to thoſe which he 
there calls Presbyters; and at the ſame 
Time ſhews us that thoſe Presbyters 
were no other than thoſe who ſuc- 
ceeded in the Apoſtolick Authority, 
and who could thoſe be but the Br- _ 
ſbops? of whom, as I ſaid before, 
this Irenæus was one. 

I had not given my Reader ſo much 
Trouble on this Subject, but that 
the Obedience and Reſpect which is 
now a- days paid, eſpecially to the 
Clergy of the Eſtabliſbed Church is 
not what might be expected; almoſt 
every Body pretends to be wiſer ang 
better than their Teachers, and one has 
of late pretended to catechiſe a very 


(4) Qua propter iis qui ſunt in Eccleſia presbyt 
BEE * 2 Succeſſic nem habent ab one 
Rolis, ſicut oftendimus, qui cum Epiſcopatiis Suc- 
ceſlione Chariſma Venitatis certum, ſecundum Patris 
Beneplacitum acceperunt. Iren. adverſus Heres. Lib, 
IV. Cap. xliii, p. 188. Edit. Eraſ. 
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Leirned and N 2 Reverentt'B 75 
to whom this CHurch, and Chriſtian 
in General ſtands bound ina 2 
great Debt, which God Will be furt 
to repay, tho we ſhould be ſo un. 
grate ul as to forget it (6 
But this: is not the only Reaſan'! 
have taken ſo much Pains as to this 
Particular: For it is very plain that 
both the Popiſb Emiſſaries on the one 
Hand, and the Diſſenting Teachers on 
the other, deceive the People by no 
Means more than their not being ac- 
quainted with the Writings of the Pri. 
mitive Fathers, and Hiſtory of the 
Church in thoſe Early Times, For 
ſeeing tis nothing but what is ex. 
tremely reaſonable to interpret thoſe 
Texts of Scripture, as to the Meaning 
of which there may be ſome Doubt; 
and which yet confeſſedly relate to the 
Church, by the Judgment and Practice 
of thoſe who ſucceeded the Apoſtles, 
Papiſts as well as Diſenters do all 


: (6) The Scheme of Liberal Prophecy conſdere, be 
PX 435 
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they 
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drawing our ſelves from the Obedicnte 
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concernme LER A. 109 
they can to perſuade Men, they 
come neareſt, to the Primitive Magel ; 
tho the one ate as far from "keeping 
cloſe to its Doctrine, as the others are 
the very Reverſe of its Diſcipline and 
Way of Government. F 


I will ſay/no more, but that having, 
I think, ſufficiently' proved that Obe⸗ 


dience in Church as. well as Hate is 


reſpective Governouts of both, I'muſt 
conclude no Pretence to Zeal for God 


and Religion can be any, juſt Excpſe, 
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an indiſpenſable Duty we owe to the 


1 y 
"2 


o * * 9 


uo > ABA Diba 


Tl 
* $1, CIS 40 | "4301 (7 BS 
K 4 15 5 * * C 1 SP 13 "% 3 


þ nge, in choſe other Duties of Re 
? ien before mentioned, that a 
taten Zcal is apt to betray. Mm 1 
the Tranſgreſſion or Neglect of, and 
yet a'true Zeal will never interfer 
with. thoſe Duties. N 


ND the next is ; againſt Truth y 
Haelit, in either not at all mean- 
ing what we ſay, or eluding the 19 5 
of Words, and the proper Uſe of 
Speech by Equi vocations and Mental 
Reſervations; or breaking Solemn 
Contracts and Promiſes, only becauſe 
if they were made in plain Terms, and 
1 duly kept and obſerved, they. might 
bpoſſibly be of ſome Diſadvantage to that 
# Cauſe about which Men's Zeal. is 
chiefly employed, and which right or 


wrong, they are reſolved to maintain 
and uphold. 


11 


concern LRA. 111 |} 
It is a Noble Character that Tens 
on has given of Cyrus: the Younger, 
after he came into Places of Truſt, r=! 
That he was an eminent Inflance of 
convincing the World, thut he had 
nothing more at Heart, than that 
whatſoever he bound himſelf to, either 
by ſolemn Treaty or Compact, ar by 
any ſort of Promiſe tho' leſs ſolemn, 
wt to deceiue Men, and prove worſe 
than his Word, (a) Juſt the Reverſe 
of which is that which the ſame Au- 
thor gives of Menon, viz. He 05, 10 
is 


it the neareſt Way by Perjury and 
ng and Dectiuing to compaſs bit 

nd; but to deal plainly and. ſpeak 
Truth from his Heart, he took to bena 
better than down-right Folly.” ( Whe- 
ther this Character of Menon, who, the 
Hiſtorian ſaith, never failed to laugh at 
every one whom he had gulled and 


e (a) ed ros por td hor, 674 n Sag rere 
„re c4Mα“E,. UTW ct A. dire 0309/70, undd q 
argen, Xenoph. de Cyri Aſcenſu Lib. I. Cap. ix. 
Vell's Edit. 1 1 + 

, (6). Ibid. Lib. II. Cap. vi.—— Swrewrary od. 
dero threes Neb rd dreα 7 I N wrod\o N x T6 it ararã v. 
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cheated, will not well ſuit that 3 
 OUfurper Cromwell, once among oi 
ſelves, I ſhall leave my Reader to judge: 
I am ſure tis the very ſame my Lo 
Clarendon” hath given of another e 
ſon I am very loth to mention, 
therefore ſhall not refer to the Place 
- God is a God of Truth, and ti 
what he expects and inſiſts upon in a 

eſpecial manner from all thoſe who ll 

themſelves Chriſtians. Lord, ſaith D 

vid, who ſball abide in thy Tabernacls, 
or "who" ſhall dwell in thy Holy Hul] 
be that walkethuprightly and workethM are 

_ Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the Tru 7% 
from his Heart. (a) And tis Gods and 
expreſs Command by the Mouth of Mal 
St. Paul (b) to put away all Lym ©" 
and gh. 15 every Man Trath with bien "7 4 
Neighbour; and the Reaſon he guys 
mY it, is this, for, ſaith he, Ze are ever Wl o 
one Members one of another. Ou fad 
Speech was given us to communicate} he 
our Thoughts to one another, and #47 
eyery Man has a Right to be To (« 


En Pf. zv. 1, 2. (6) Epbeſ. iv. 25. 


Truth 


= 
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Truth to, whether: he be Heretict, 


the fame common Nature, and in 
vcrtue of that are intitled to the ſame 
common Right : Nor can any Service 
we can pretend to do God and Religion 
by ſpeaking what we don't think, or 
promiſing what we never intend to 
perform, diſpenſe with the Obligation 3 


vernment of the World does ſo im- 
mediately depend. Such Proceedings 


Tully tells us, when he asked his Friend 
and Collegue what he meant by Dolus 
Malus, he anſwered, when one thing 
was pretended and another thing meant 
or done; from which Definition, if true, 
it follows that all Men that pretend 
one thing and intend another, are per- 
fidious, baſe, and wicked, ' and that 
therefore all Diſſimulation ought to be 
baniſhed out of the World, (a) but if 


(a) Cicero de Officiis, Lib. iii. p. 139. Quarto, cum 
Commentariolis Amberbachii & aliorum Parifiis 1 $50, 
eum ex eo (Aquila ſcilicet) quærerum quid eſſet 


actum. Hoc quidem ſatis luculente, & ab Homine pe- 


I tito definiendi. Ergo omnes aliud agentes, aliud fimu- 


Men 
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latum perfidi, Improbi, Malitioſi ſunt, &c. 


Schiſmatick or Infidel; we have ſtill 


upon which the Peace and good G- 


are by the Latins call'd Dolus Malus. 


Jus Malus? reſpondebat cum eſſet, ſimulatum aliud 
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Men not only in their common liter 
courſe, and Commerce, but even in 
ſpight of the moſt Solemn Low and 
Engagements are guilty of ſuch horrid 
De mulation, what can be imagined 
of a more flagrant and provoking Na 
ture, or be more odious in the Sight 


and Eſtimation of God and Angels and 


Men. And yet this is what Men'ar 
often found to do to ſerve 4 Cause 
and it may be as they may ' perſuade 
themſelves God's Cauſe too : but hoy 
long muſt Men be told that they mul 
not do Evil that good may come? (% 
and that lawful Means ought always 
to be the Path we ſhould tread, in . 
fuance of a Good End. Theſe mul 
not be ſeparated, otherwiſe our Final 
Intention, tho' never ſo ſincere, will 
not excuſe us in leaping over or tramp- 


ling down thoſe Fences, which God. 


has with the Higheſt Reaſon and Juſtice 
placed in our Way. 

We may indeed fooliſhly think to 
ſerve God, and ſecure our Title to 


| (4) Rom. iii. 8. 


Heaven 


Heaven and Happineſs, by thoſe erook- 


| * N . 4 * a * - 8 A fl i * * 2 = - * " N ü f D 4 a : 4 2 
We N * ' 8 1 . > © 9 
EY * 5 ; EI . * . 
/ N . 
18 1 ä f Na. 
N 0 — N. * 1 , * 

2 = : * 3 © ® wor - | k 

ö . N * 
2 - * , © 1 1 * > P 
. 
. 
Ci 


ed Paths of Falſuty aud Unfaithfulneſs  -* 


but God knows all this is nothing bur 
ſelf Flattery, and mocking and affront- 
ing the Supream Being under Colour 
of ſerving and obliging him; we ought 
to let God alone (and he is very able) 
to maintain his own Canſe, (4) when 
we cannot do it but by Tranſgreſſing 
his Laws, and rendring our ſelves per- 
jured and perfidions Wretches." Ii 
y0u ſpeak ee God (Haith 
[ 


Job) and talk deceitfull, for him (a) 
A God of Infinite Trath, and at the 
ſame Time poſſeſſed of Infinite Power, 
can neither approve nor Want, ſach 
ſinful and indire& Methods of doing 
him Service. And I wiſh to God all 
Men were as well convinced as to this 
Point as l am; and that the Zeal they 
pretend for God, did not at the ſame 
Time tranſport them into the moſt 
notorious Breaches even of the Law 
of Nature its ſelf, in Reſpect to Ho: 
neſty and Fidelity. b 


(«) Pf. Ixxiv. 22, (6) Job. xiii. 7. 
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One would believe even the Jeſuit: 


themſelyes(not y ithſſ anding the illName 


they go under for eluding tlie moſt 80 


lemn Engagements they ox their Church 


enter into with thoſe they ate pleaſed 
to call Herezicks,) were yet pretty ho- 
neſt if one could take their Word 
I ſhall produce ſome, Paſſages out of 
one of them, and he is not one of 


the leaſt Note; and it may be one thit 
has wrote with as much Poignans, 


as to moſt of thoſe Points in Contro- 
verſy bet wirt us and the Church of 
Rome, as any other that went before, 


or has followed after him; I mean 


Becanus in his Manual ot 'Contro- 
verſy ; Printed at Antwerp 1624. No 
Man has in plainer or more expreh 
Terms condemned all ſorts of Lying, * 
as for Equivocations and mental Rt: 
ſervations, in his next Chapter he 
endeavours to faſten them upon Pro- 
teſtants in aſſerting a real Preſent! 
when they deny a corporal - one, yet 
with his good Favour, I cannot ſee 


what 
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concerning ARAL. 17 
what Equivocation is any ways imm 
plied in that. He tells us we charge 
them with Equi vorating, but utterly 
denies the Truth and Juſtice of that 
Charge; and twould have been very 
well if he could have proved, as well 
as ſaid, that. Papiſts in general, and 
his Society in Particular, were entirely 
free from the guilt of ſuch an Impu- 
tation. His words if you will believe 
him, are very Orthodox. It is not fo 
as the Proteſtants ſay, the Jeſuits 
teach as other Divines have all along 
taught, that in every Congreſ3, and in 
all manner of Compacts and Promiſes © 
we ought to deal ſincerely, and with. 
out all Diſſimulation or Equi voca- 
tion; * What can one imagine could 
be more” honeſtly expreſſed ! but can 
we believe that ſuch Men don't uſe 
ſome Equivocation, or Reſerve of 3 
Mind, when we conſider what has , 


Non ita eft Jeſuita docent, quod alii Theologi 
hactenus docuèrunt, nempe in omni Congrefſu hu- 
mano, in omnibus Contractibus & Promiſſionibus, 
ſincere candide & ſeclusã omni Æquivocatione Agen- 
dum eſſe Ibid. Cap. 21. f 


G been 
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been their known and wonted Practice, 
and what Baſe Actions thef' have per- 
ſuaded Princes to, to whom they have 

been Confeſſors and Spiritual Guides! 
#itneſs what became of the ſaſt Cn 
Auct given John Hus to the Council of 
Conn: (c) Witneſs that horrid and 
bloody Maſſacre at Paris 1572 ; and 
laſtly the Revocation of the Fam 
Edifts of Nants by the late French 
King Lewis XIV. And witneſs 1 
>. thouſand other Inſtances which T have 
ndt time at preſent to inſiſt upon, or 
ſo much as mefition. 

Now unleſs the Jeſuits in the Church 
of Rome are at this preſent time more 
faithful and honeſt, than the Price 
and Monaſticks were before that Order 
ſprung up, or their Predeceſſors in it, 
(which we have no great Reaſon to be- 
lieve) it will be one of the hardeſtMatters 
in the World to reconcile their Prof 

ſions and Solemn Proteſtations to their 
Actions and [ntrigues. We knoy 
they are, for the moſt Part, thought 


(c) Fox's Acts and Monum. Vol. I. p. 624, | 625, 
1370 great 
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great Politicians, and have a very par- 


ticular Influence on the Counſels of 


moſt Princes in Obedience and Com- 
munion with the Church of Rome; 
and by their Vom we know they are 
moſt entirely addicted to the Pope, and 
pay hm an implicit Obedience: And 
therefore we can't depend upon them, 
nor none of thoſe in which they have 
Intereſt, as to what they Swear or Pro- 
miſe; (I am ſure it has been found ſo 
by experience for the moſt Part) for 
this was an old Maxim among the bi- 


gotted Members of the Romiſh Com- 


munion 5s Becauſe every Perſon that 
ſwears, or otherwiſe obliges himſelf, 
is the Pope's Subject; therefore in e- 
very Vow or Oath this tacit Condition 


is implied, i it pleaſe our Lord the 
Pope, which they ſometimes when 


they are in their rhodomontading Strain 


call Emperour of the whole World (a 
How then can we poſſibly take hold of 
thoſe ſlippery Creatures? 


( * Dr. Saunderfon de Juramoini ——Ü— pre- 
lect. ſeptima. p. 199. 
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| Scribe 1 a Neno, n id adde Ciews La 
Nodoſi Tabulas cantum: mille adde Catenas L 
| Effugiet tamen hæc Sceleratus Vincula Proteus ( ) | 
Or 

Tet ne're ſo many Debts e 5 ate da 


Bind him in Knots of Law, he'll ſtill get Wa 3 
Conſine him by at leaſt a Thouſand Chains, 
Proteus will fill Transform, and mock your Pain. 


How very well theſe Precedents were 
copied in the late Times of Conf. 
ſion, I ſhall leave others to judge, from M 
the Account my Lord Clarendon, (c 7 : 
Mr. Foulis (d) and others have given 
of thoſe ſad Times. fai 

For my Part 1 am reſolved not to 
rake farther than I have done, into the 
filthy Ordure and horrid Diſſimulation of 
of thoſe unhappy Times; the beſt Uk 


| that 
I think we can make of them, is carefully * 
to avoid thoſe Principles, as ſo man) Em 
Rocks, that led Men to proſtitute their W a7, 
Honour and Conſcience, and to with 1 
1 Cau 
3) Horat. Sat. Lib. ii. Sat. 3. Ce) Hiſtory of the 
gr — Rebellion. (d) Hiſtory if the wicked Plots and. Lea 


Covſpiracies of the pretended Saints, 


draw 


draw their Obedience to their then 
Lawful Sovereign; to dig up the old 
Land-marks, and upon private Views 
or Reſentments, to raze the very Foun- 
dations of one of the moſt happy 
and beſt contrived Conſtitutions in the 
whole World. . 

Call this any thing but Zeal for God 
and Religion, that was nothing at the 
Bottom but Couſenage and horrid Diſ- 
ſimulation; True Seal will render 
Men Zealous for Truth and Honeſty, 
and make them hate the Sins of Un- 
faithfulneſs, ſeeing lying Lips are' an 
Abomination to the Lord. (a) And 
no Zeal can be truly Religious and 
acceptable to him, that leads Men out 
of the Paths of Truth and Juſtice, 
that are two of the Chief Attributes 
of the moſt High God, as well as two 
Eminent Branches of the Duty of 
Man. 

I come now to lay down another 
Caution relating to the exerciſe of our 
Zeal, and that is, that it don't lead usto 


(a) Prov, xii, 22. | 
G 3 exceed 
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* by -» % 2 «4. & 
* 4 ene S 
, TY * br aA 
YT 


N © 
* * 
9 TL * * 


0 1 2 a ” 2 4 7 
— P 1 W 1. 2 3 * 1 Bk, - ! r. * 8 : ”* 
ad 4 * * . mo * p 9 44 Tyr — * * * 2 * * * 7 N p C VE N * p EY 
* ; . * 1 . 2 1 * | * 1 4 29 1 a * 5 F x 5 
4 * 4 - y K by ” © * "4 . "2 : . * * 
| + 1 , \ * F. ! 8 
q 5 0 - g CY * 4 
be 2 . a5 = 1 1 © "kn I %. * 
” 
. 2 « * - . , q * 
1 \ | * 1 0 1 
1 g "* g i 
* 3 * 0 1 b = 8 _ : > 
” 4 \ = 
[ A 7 7 F # of * wY ; 
4 8 * — 9 | 
* A w__ — 
* 


exceed the Bounds of Humanity; ] 


mean in perſecuting thoſe who! differ 


from us in Matter of Opinion 3 The 
Truth is, we cannot expect all Men 
ſhould be of the ſame judgment and 
Opinion in every . controverted Point; 
yet if they are ſound as to things 
eſſential; and if they plead the Dictates 
of their Conſciences for what they 
do, we ſhall indeed do very well to 
convert them if we can, and ſet 


them in what we think and believe 


the Right Way; but to purſue them 
with Fire and Sword; this certainly we 


cannot reconcile to good Nature and 


Humanity, and much leſs to the Docs 
trine of the Scriptures, which enjoyn 
us in Meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe. who 

oppoſe themſelves: ( to be pitiful 
and courteous; (a) to put on (as the 
Elect of God holy and beloved) Bowels 


© of Mercies, Humble-mindednſs, Meel. 


neſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgruing one another. (6) 


(b) 2 Tim. ii. 25. 
(a) 1 Pet. iii. 8. (6) Coloſſ. iii. 12, 13. 
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concerning Z EA K. 123 
Here you have a Deſcription of Hu- 


nanity in Perfection; which in ſome 


Senſe we ought to excerciſe towards 
all the World, but more particularly 
towards our Chriſtian Brethren ; the 
very. Etymology of the Word Hu- 
manity plainly ſhews 'tis what all 
Mankind have a Right to; and where 
there is a Right to receive there muſt 
needs be Injuſtice to deny. | 

Our Bleſſed Saviour, who was beſt _ 
acquainted with the true Spirit and 
Temper of his own Religion, we find 
tells the #wo Sons of Thunder, James 
and ohn, (c) when they. would have 
called down for Fire from Heaven to 
have conſumed a Village of the Sa- 
maritans, Which had greatly affronted 
and dealt very unworthily by their 
Maſter, and were not only Schiſma- 
ticks but Hereticks alſo: Let for all. 
this our Saviour told theſe two fierce: 
Diſciples, that they knew not what 
Spirit they were of, (i. e.) what they 
ſhould be, and what the Goſpel re- 


(e) Luke ix, 55. 
G 4 quired} 
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quired Men to be of; and that his 
defi ien of coming into the World, was 


not to deſtroy Mens Lives, bur to. 


Jave them. 

That therefore can be no true Chri- 
ſtian Zeal that is Turbulent and Cruel, 
and void of all Mercy and Humanity. 
This may moſt properly be ſtiled a 
bitter Zeal, (d) utterly irreconcile- 
able with the Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs 
of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Me read indeed of very ſevere pro 
ceedings in the Time of the Lau 2. 
gainſt Idolaters; and that even by very 
Pious and Holy Men, Prophets and o- 
thers; but then we ought well and 
carefully to conſider, that as the Tem- 
per of the Law and the Goſpel are 
very different : So what was then done 
was performed by Gop's expreſs War- 
rant, cither in Writing or by inward 
Impulſe ; and ſo what they did, can be 
no ſound or fitting Precedent for us to 
copy after. 


(2) Jo, Bl. 14. 
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It is Biſhop Andrews's Obſervation, 
and a very wiſe and juſt One it is: 
(a) We muſt ever diſtinguiſh in the 
Prophets (faith he) when they proceed 
by the Rules of their general Calling, 
(for in them we may imitate them) 
and when an At? is done or executed 
by them by immediate Warrant from 
Gop, which unleſs we had the ſame 
Warrant is nothing to us. ,. 

It is true thal” under the Goſpel, 
Ananias and Saphira his Wife, fell - 
down dead at St. Peter's juſt Repre- 


henſion : (b) And ſo Elymas was 


ſtruck blind at St. Pauls; (c) But 
then theſe were immediate Inflictions 
from the Hand of the God of Nature 
and the Judge of all Men; and both 
thoſe Apoſtles rather ated in what 
they did %s Prophets, and the Pro- 
nouncers of a Divine Sentence paſt in 
Heaven, than as the Executioners of 
ſuch Sentences. 


(a) B'ſhop Andrews's Sermons on Ganpowder- 
Treaſon, Serm. iii. p. 319. (6) Ack, v. 5—10. (e) 
Acts xiii. 11. | on ; 
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Ne Wes other. Men have Power 


of inflicting the ſame Ewils and u l be 
ments by the ſame miraculous of 
we ſhall have leſs Reaſon to Ink de 
their Proceedings, or demand iy N w. 
Authority they do ſuch Tung. 7 
It is no queſtion the Duty of the of 
Civil Magiſtrate to puniſh hack: Crimes, he 


and that even with Death, that m 
are oppoſite to, and deſtructive of th 
the Peace and Security of Human So- 


cieties, of which he is Judge, and muſt W br 
be accountable to Gop if he judge amils; fia 
But there is not ſufficient Ground for 

any Church (as ſuch) to warrant it to. th 
adjudge Men to Death. B 


Tis true the Church may, and there ſts 


are very Good Reaſons for it, excom- pi 
municate ſuch Perſons as are very , bad F: 
Livers or notorious lievers; 7. 


but I can't ſee that the Church has * 


any Authority to go farther ; and much of 
leſs any Private Perſons : All Cruelty, di 
all Inhumanity, however gilded over ol 

with the ſpecious Name of Zeal for I he 


Gop and Religion, are all Unchriſtian 
and OY 
| What 


3R of 
3 


7 wry 


What was the Doctrine of the ſo- 7 
bereſt and moſt ſucceſsful Conducters 
of the Reformation, (tho it cannot be 
denied but that ſome few. of them 
were Men of more Varmth and leſs 
Judgment than others,) the Author 
of the Hiſtory of the Reformation 
here in England has aſſured us: And I. 
muſt needs crave leave to obſerve by 
the By, that as our Reformation is in 
its ſelf the moſt perfect; ſo it was 


* , 


brought about by Means the moſt juſti- 


fiable of any other. ON | 
But what then was the Opinion of 
theſe Reformers? Why, ſaith Biſhop 
Burnet (a) in Flowers Caſe, Who 
ſtabbed a Prieſt officiating in the Po- 


piſh Way even at the very Altar ; this 


Fact was condemned by all the Re- 


formers that knew that the Math of 


Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs 
of Gop. Had this Doctrine been ſo 
dulv conſidered and attended to as it 
ought to have been, we had never 


heard of Racks, Tortures, and Inqui- 


(a) Hiſtory of the Reformation, Vol, II. p. 308. 
litions 3 
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ſtions; and eſpecially of that Piece of MY cf 
Mockery rather than Mercy which if 
they pretend to in thoſe Courts, MW St 


when they deliver a- Perſon over to WI 
the Secular Arm to interceed that M th 
ſach Executions - may - be performed nc 
without ſbedaing of Blood; when e- ha 
very one knows the Death thoſe Miſ. th 
erable Perſons are deſtined to- un- E 
dergo, vis. by Fire, is one of the he 
moſt tormenting Pains that a Man can a1 


ſuffer on this Side Hell. Gop deliver Ir 
us from ſuch Men whoſe tender Mer. th 
cies are Cruet! (6) 5 


Tis a very ſtrange Deſcription given v 

us of the Office of a Chri/tian Biſhop, C 

and one who would be thought the te 

chief of that Order, by a Carainal of 0 

a very great Name ; „the Pope's Office, F 

« faith he, 2s of a double Nature, to 7 

Kill, as well as feed the Flock of ( 

„ Chriſt: As to the Quotation, | a 
F muſt refer you to Biſhop Andrews, the 

Book being not at preſent in my Poſ- 


(b) Jam. i. 200 ; 


ſcſlion, 
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f ſeſſion, from whence tis taken. (a]! NO wW 
h if this was a Commiſſion given to 
„ St. Peter, I muſt confeſs I know not 
) what Commiſſions are, and I hope thoſe 
t that call themſelves his Sucreſſors will 
| not pretend to larger Powers than he 
had, from whom they ſay they derive 
them; for in that ſolemn Charge our 
Saviour gave St. Peter a little before 
| he left the World, 1% feed his Sheep 
| and his Lambs, there is not the leaſt 
Intimation of any Power to deſtroy 

them, but juſt the very Reverſe. (6). 

What Spirit of Fury and Enthuſiaſm 
was it then that poſleſs'd the Breaſts of 
Clement and Ravilac ? That did not fear 
to plunge their Daggers into the ſacred 
Channels of the Blood of Crowned 
Heads, Princes of the Lord's anoint- 
ing. () And what is it we can ſay to 

Garnet, and Faux and their Adherents 
and Accomplices, (4) that aimed at 


(a) Petri oves pafcere & occidere Biſhop An- 
arews's third Sermon on Nov. 5. (6) St. John's Go« 
ſpel xxi. 15, 16, 179. (e) Henry the 3d and 4th 
of France. Cluverius Epit. p. 1431 705, 

(a) Baker's Chron, King James J. 


once 


. 


once by one grand Blow-to:haveide. 
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| firoyed and ſent into the other World, 
=_ 5 7 lo in a Chariot of Fire, our 
then Gracious King, with his Royal I. 
ſue, our Biſhops and other Senators, in 
the moſt barbarous and unheard of Man- 
ner; a Deſign ſo black and amazing, 
that the Prince and Powers of Darkneſs 
mult needs have been the Inventors or 
at leſt Abettors of that he/liſh Conſpi- 
racy; inſomuch that we are equally 
_ aſtoniſhed when we reflect on that ſad 
intended Tragedy, and our almoſt mi- 
raculous Deliverance from it. 
I have dwelt longer on this Conſi- 
deration than at firſt] intended, becauſe 
Men are but too apt to be led by what 
they would have called Zeal, into the 
moſt barbarous Acts of Cruelty and 
Inhumanity; but Zeal and Mercy don't 
live at thar Diſtance as ſome Men take 
them to do: Zeal, if it be genuine 
and not ſpurious, will never render 
us cruel and implacable, but as St. 


James ſpeaks, (a) gentle and eaſy to be 


(.) Jam. iii, 17. * 
intreat. 


wy 
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intreated ; Warmth indeed of M ind 
and Affection cannot be ſeparated from 
it; but then tis as certain that all Cruelty 
and Bitterneſs may, and ought to der 


becaule they are 10 wel incon- 
ſtent with it. ä 
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CHAP. VE 


Contains other Rules and Meaſures 
to which true Leal ought ever to be 
. conformable. 


ND here in the firſt Place, I 

muſt ask Leave to ſay that our 
Zeal ſhould never more interfere with 
Charity than with Mercy and Compaſſion; 
and yet it's but too well known by com- 
mon and ſad Experience that the Flames 
of Leal conſume and deyour thoſe of 
Charity. 

By Charity, I mean in this Place 2 
charitable and candid Conſtruction of 
other Mens Sentiments and Actions, 
where there is any room to think them 
real and ſincere in what they think and 
do. The Biaſſes of Education, Mens 
different Capacities and Way of Think- 
ing, and the Relation they Rand in to 

others, 


n . * n + thn - da. : , 
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others, are often found to draw ſo 4 
ſtrong, that Men can hardly keep the 
ſtrait Way, the good old Path, (a) tho 
they fancy themſelves to be in it. 
Now theſe Men we will ſuppoſe are 
really out of the right Way, tho' they 
don't know. it, and I muſt grant 'tis a 
very great Charity to be Zealous to 
bring them into it; and when we can 
recover the loft Sheep, we ought with 
the good Shepherd to bear them on our 
Shoulders rejoicing (6), yet this muſt 
not be attempted, as has been before 
ſhewn, by cruel and violent Methods 
nor ought we to judge of ſuch Mens 
Condition with reſpect to Gop, eſpe- 
cially if they abide by the chief and 


fundamental Points of the Chriſtian 


Religion in regard to Faith, and prac- 
tiſe known Duties, and forbear thoſe 
Sins and flagrant Immoralities which 
are cither enjoined or forbidden by the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ; for tis ſure nothing 
leſs than a becoming Modeſty and a 
Branch of Chriſtian Charity to avoid 


(a) Jer. vi. 16. (6) Luke. v. 15. 
all 


4 N ” 7. 
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all Precipitancy and Severity in judging 
and cenſuring our Fellow. Chriſtians, as 
to their preſent State: Or if we might 
be allowed to do as much as this, which 
yet ſurely we ought not, ſeeing we are 
very incompetent Judgcs. of ſuch Mens 
Sincerity and inward Intentions; much 
leſs ſhould we take upon us to judge 
and determine as to their future and 
final State: For tho we know a good 
Intention alone cannot render an evil 
Action entirely and perfectly good; 
yet, as hath been obſerved before, it 
may help to mitigate and abate the Exil 
of it; and we are not able to ſay what 
Allowances Gop will make ſuch Men, 
where they believe and act in the main 
as they ought to do; or repent of their 
Errors in either of theſe Reſpects; for 
in ſuch caſe God ig faithful and juſt to 
forgive ſuch their Sins, and to cleanſe 
them from all Unrighteouſneſs." (a) 
Therefore we find this fort of Juag- 
ing is very ſeverely reprimanded, and 
expreſsly forbidden by Chriſt and his 


(a) 1 John i. 9. 


ps Apo- 


Apoſtles. Fudge not (ſaith our Saviour) 
and ye ſhall not be judged ; for with 
the ſame Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be 


meaſured unto you again, (a) To this 


I ſhall only add two more Texts taken 
out of St. Paul's Epiſtles ; the firſt out 


# 


of his Epiſtle to the Romans, (b) Why 


doeſt thou judge thy Brother? And 
why doeſt thou ſet at nought thy Bro- 
ther? For we ſhall all ſtand before the 
Judgment. Scat of Chrit. The other 
is taken out of his Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians(c); Therefore judge nothing 


before the Time, until the Lord come; 


who ſhall bring to Light the hidden 
things. of Darkneſs, and make mani- 
feſt the Counſels of the Heart; and 


then ſhall every Man have Praiſe of 


God (i. e.) every one that deſerves it. 

No there is nothing more apt to 
put Men upon the unjuſtifiable Practice 
of judging and cenſuring of others, 


than Zeal for that Party or thoſe 


Principles that Men are of : Thus We 


(a) Matt. vii. 1, 2. (4) Rom. xiv. 10. 
(c) 1 Cor. iv. 5. | "ET 


hear 
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hear and ſee Men every Day ſhooting 
out their Arrows even bitter Words, (a) 


or as the P/almi/t ſpeaks in another 
Place, their Teeth are Spears and 
Arrows, and their 7 ongue 4 ſary 


Sword. (6 ) 

What Volleys of Imprecations, what 
ſexere and uncharitable Cenſures, do 
they let fly againſt thoſe who differ 
from them but never ſo little, and this 
out of a Zeal which they perſuade 
themſelves is due to their own Cauſe 
or Party ? ſo that generally ſpeaking, if 
their Power was but proportionable to 
their Wills, they would not only, as 
they are found to do, ſentence, but fend 
down thoſe of a contrary Faith or 


Opinion with themſelves, quick into 


the Pit of Hell: 

O my Soul, come thou not into their 
Secret, unto their Aſſembly, mine Ho- 
nour, be thou not united. (c) But, O God, 
who haſt taught us that our Doings 
without Charity are nothing worth, 


(a) Pfal. xliv. 3. (6) Pal, lyii. 
(e) Gen. Alix. 6. : * 


ſnd 
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ſend thy Holy Ghoſt and pour into our 
Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Cha- 
rity, without which whoſoever liveth 
is counted dead before thee (a). 

Let not Zeal for our own Cauſe and 
Principles make us forget we owe com- 
mon Charity to others, for whoſe Con- 
verſion, if we believe them to be in the 
wrong, we ſhould conſtantly and cor- 
dially pray 3, and labour by all other 
fitting Chriſtian Methods to bring them 
to a Knowledge and Practice of what 
is true and commendable; inſtead of 
loading them with Imprecations and 
Slanders, and opprobrious unchriſtian 
Language, which are contrary to our 
ſacred Profeſſion, as they are ſtrictly 
forbidden by it. 

What my Lord Clarendon hath wiſcly 
obſerved as to Matter of Hate, may in 
my Opinion as well be apply'd to Re- 
ligion (4) What in Prudence (ſaith 
he) is to be done towards an End, 
admits of a Latitude which honeſt 


(a) Collect for the next Sunday before Lene. 
(6) Clarendon's Hiſtory of the great Rebellion, Vol. I, 
Part 1. p.136 of the Octavo Edit. Oxon 1705. 


and 
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and wiſe Men, may ſafely; and epen 
profitably differ in: And if ſo, "why 

mould Men that propoſe the ſame 
End to themſelves, be | ſo unchatita 
ble in condemning and cenfuring one 
another? Theſe are not things fo far 
to be differed about, as utterly to de- 
ſtroy Mens Charity for one another; 
and no Pretence to Zeal even for the 
beſt Religion in the World, can pol. 
fibly excuſe iF ie hors” © 

To conclude what 1 have to 14 as to 
this Particular, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
however deſirable the Converſion of 
thoſe may, and. ought to be to us, 
whom we take to be in the wrong: 
Yet tliis can't fure be the way to con- 
vince them or ſet them right, - ſince 
all Mankind think they have-a Right 
to be thought to mean honeſtly, how 
much ſoever in Fact they may be miſta- 
ken: But if we compliment them 
(if I may ſo call it) with thoſe polite 
Names of , Knaves, Fools, Vi ling 


Hypocrites, and ſuch other modern 
Adareſſes, and treat them as tho they 


were utterly eſtrang'd and cut off 2 
8 Fe 
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the Commonwealth of Tfrael; this muſt 

needs block up the Way to any farther 
Approaches towards their Conver/ion, 
which a little more Charity and good 
Manners would render much more caly 
and acceſſible to us. 

So that ſuch a kind of Zeal is as 
well abſurd and prepoſterous, as un- 
lawful; and which is more like to ex- 
aſperate and alienate the Minds of thoſe 
that differ from us, rather than bring 
them to be of our own Opinion and 
Judgment. 

Having ſaid thus much in order to 
convince * that ſuch Courſes cannot 
be conſiſtent with Chriſtian Prudence 
and Charity, and by Conſequence that 
all Men ought to take the greateſt Care 
how they are betray'd into ſo dangerous 
an Error; I ſhall next take Notice of 
another very dangerous Mz/take that 
the Zeal they have for their own Opi- 
nions and Party is very apt to lead them 
into; and that is, not to pay a ſuita- 
ble Reſpecr to things dedicated to God, 
and his immediate Service; tho' it may 
be allowed at the ſame time, that thoſe 

Perſons 
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perſons who made thoſe D 
might not have been ſo well inſtructed 
in their Duty as they, ought to have 
been, or the things themſelves. not ap- 
plicd to ſuch Uſes and Purpoſes, as can 
in all Points be Juitined| and main. 
tained. 

Every Hiſtory is full of ſuch Inſtances 
of Zeal as this is; and tis found by 
too ſad and. frequent Experience that 
thoſe Men that differ in Point of Re- 
tigion, whenever they have it in their 
Power, commonly make it their fir 
Buſineſs to ſack and rifle the Temples, 
Churches, or other Places dedicated to 
the Service of God and Religion, and 
it may be raze and level them with the 
Ground; and to affront and male-treat 
the Perſons of thoſe that Miniſter in 
holy things, if they are of another 
Opinion or Denomination from them- 
ſelves. 

But here 1 muſt take the Freedom to 
ſay with St. James in another Caſe, 
my Brethren, theſe things ought not ſo 
to be. It is a ſbameful, and I think! 


need not fear to venture to term it 2 


. ſinful 


WS , 
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fonful Thing, to fly upon Things ſacred 
as upon a Prey, and with unhallowed 
Hands to touch, and much more to ra- 
viſh and devour ſuch Things: And 
more eſpecially where Men worſhip the 
fame God, tho it may perhaps be in a 
different Way. | > 


 Sacriledge, not undeſervedly, has its 
Place aſſigned it amongſt the moſt fla- 
grant Sins; for to uſe the Prophet's 
Words, (a) Will a Man rob God? (i. e.) 
Will any Man dare or preſume to do 
it? Thou that abhorreſt Idols, faith the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, doeſt thou 
commit Sacriledge? () Solomon hath told 
cl us, (c) that tis a Snare to the Man 
t that devoureth holy Things, and after 
n i vows to make Enquiry. Which latter 
et Words of that Verſe Dr. Cartwright, 
n- © once Profeſſor of Divinity in Cam- 
bridge, underſtands of ſo much as their 
attempting upon ſuch Things, tho' they 
don't take away what is God's peculiar 


(a) Mal. iti, 8. (6) Rom. ii. 22. (c) xx. 25. 


H Property 


4 * * . 
* - _—_ = "0 b 
'% o « - TP — 0 
- Cu 5 4 


142 Rif Diſcourſe 


Property or his Miniſters Portion; and 
very grievouſly and :pathetically\com- 
plains of the AAS ou of his own - 
_ Times (a) | 
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Now as the devouring and- taking 
away of holy Things is doubtleſs a v 
heinous Sin; ſo is the prophaning of 
them alſo. We ſhall do well to re. 
member the Caſe of Belſhazgar: (6) 
whilſt he was carouſing out of *thoſe 
ſacred Veſſels which had been taken 
out of the Temple of Salomon by 
Nebuchaanezzar, there was a very tra- 
gical Writing ſuddenly appeared upon 
the Wall, that being interpreted, re- 
proached him of his vile Prophaneneſß, 
and let him know that his Kingdom Was 
at an end, being by God's Appointment 
tranſlated to the Medes and Perſians, 
his mortal Enemies. 


5 Cartwright's Commentaries on Proverbs, >. 
Xx. 25. Column 1004, 5, 6, 7. (6) Dan. v. 
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St. Paul [path aired = 4; ge 
that , an eſile t 0 
God, — God deſtroy. ( _ It Py 
true indeed the Apoſtle is chere ſpeak- 
ing of the Temples of our Bodies, 
which arc only figuratively ſo; but 
then it is as true, that he borrowed 
that Expreſſion from Temples ſtrictly 


and properly ſo called, to which great 


Reverence by the common Conſent of 
Mankind was conſtantly paid, and par-- 


- ticularly to that at Feruſalem by all the 


Jews and their Proſelytes, the Suſpi- - 
cion but of having defiled which, had 


like to have coſt St. Paul his Life (6). 


This indeed was no more than what 
the Light of Nature taught Men : And 
tis remarkable that when that diſcreet 
Town-Clerk (as we have render'd the 
Greek Word yeauuates,) was endea- 
vouring to pacify and compoſe the Mob 
of Epheſus, that by Demetrius and 


(a) 1 Cor. iti. 17. (5) Acts xxi. 30, 31. 
H 2 the 
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; the other Silverſmithswere gather'd toge- 


ther on account of St. Pauls Preaching 
in that City; He tells them in favour of 


the Apoſtle and his Companions, (a) 7+ 


have mo theſe Men here who are 
neither Robbers” of Churches [ite 


Goddeſs. And perhaps ſuch Propha- 
nation of Places eſteemed ſacred, with 
their Prieſts and other Appurtenances, 
was what Gallio meant by wicked Lewd. 
_ veſs, () ſpeaking to the Fews on ano- 
ther like Occaſion : From whence theſe 
two things may fairly and caſfily be in- 
ferr'd ; firſt, that what was dedicated to 
z hat at leaſt they ſuppoſed to be God, 
was by the common Sentiments of 
Mankind held ſacred and 7nv20lable: 
And next, that the Apoſtles and their 
Fellow- Labourers, who were the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt, did 


never, how Sealous ſoever they were, 


attempt to rob or demoliſh even the 


(a) Ads xix. 344. 8 
(b) Acts xviii. 14. fadepynya Tome, 
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Heathen Temples, or ſo much as to 
profane and pollute them ; as mean an 
Opinion as ever they had of thoſe 
Deities to whom they had been con- 
ſecrated. 40 


What ſhall we fay then? Shall we 
rob, demoliſh, or ſo much as deſpiſe the 
Temples of the one true and eternal 
God 2 God forbid. St. Paul hath told 
us we ſhould not dare to do this even in 
the ſmalleſt Inſtances of Pollution or 
Contempt; (a) ſhall we then pull down 
Churches to. build our ſelves Palaces out 
of the Ruins of them, as ſome have 
cone? (6) Nay, ſhall we turn Churches 
into Stables as others, after we have 
plundered them of their Furniture, 
and ſtript them of their Revenues, de- 
ſigned eſpecially for the Maintenance of 
thoſe who attend and miniſter in Gob's 
public Worſhip ? And which is ſtill 


( a) 1 Cor. xi. 22, See Mr. Mede de Sanctitate Re- 


Jativa Lib. 2. p 400. 
(b) The Duke of Somerſet, Baker's Chron, Ed. vi. 


P. 305. 
H 3 worſe 


* . 
8 7 


worſe and more ſhocking, halle | 
mock the holy Ordinances of Gov in 
thoſe Places to ſuch a degree, as to bap- 
tiſe our Horſes out of the ſacred Fonts, 


— 


after ſomething has been done in H 


do not care to mention ? as is report- 


ed of a commanding Officer in the 
Times of the late great Rebellion. (a) 


It is great Pity there ſhonld eyer 


have been any ſuch amazrme Inſtances 
of Impicty ſo monſtrous, and that 
among thoſe that call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians and Proteſtants; but alas! it can- 
not be denicd that ſuch there have 
been (6) | 


For my part, I cannot bring my ſelf 
to approve ſo much as the pulling down 
and gutting of Popiſh Chapels, in that 
irregular and tumultuous manner, - with- 
out the Order of any lawful Authority, 


(a) Edward's Gaugrana. Part 3. Þ. 27, 28. 
(#9) — Pudet hæc Opprobria Nobis 
Aut dici potuiſſe, aut non potuiſſe refelli. Ovid Met. 


which 
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which many of us can remember Was 
done at the coming in of the Prince of 
Orange, afterwards King William III. 
Nor yet of. thoſe; violent Aſſaults of 
a later Date, made upon many ef the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters Meeting- Houſes.. - 


Luther, Who was aberſon of an hot and 
violent Temper enough, if he has not been 
milrepreſented, I remember blames the 
 Wirtembergers, when in his Abſence 
thcy attempted ſome Changes in Re- 
ligion of thcir own Heads, without. 
tarrying for his Advice and the Con- 
currence of the Civil Magiſtrate ; one 
of which was aboliſhing the Maſs, in 
an haſty and abrupt manner: not, faith 
he, that the thing was ſo much im- 
pious and amiſs in its ſelf, but becauſe 
they did not proceed with due Order 
and Caution. (b) | 


How far Luthers Words may be ap- 
plied to the Caſes but juſt now mention d, 


(a) Melchior Adam in vits Lutheri, p. 123. 
Non quod impie fuifſent, ſed quod non Ordine. 


H 4 I 


" _ l E 
. a” ts r = N - F 
— Oe tes. dint N „ 
” 0 A 1 \ - : : 2 : \ 
N g * A . 9 * * — by Wo , : r 
A da a tes BBs 6 eta CREE SE «+; 2 . as.) 4 ; 
* _ d "FEY T% 3 3 2 WAITS 3 0 ; | . ? b dd 
5 * p 4 a e , - » 
4 * g 
” o \ 
* 1 8 , 4 — 
"xk 5 * _- 6 * 4&4 - 0 
EXT - * 2 1 %. —_— — 
1 Fu 9 i * 
4 f* : . * 


I ſhall leave my Reader to judge, having 


given my own Opinion before; this! WM OP! 
am very ſure of, we cannot be too ca yer) 
tious how we- ravage or pillage;-tram- imt 
ple upon and deſpiſe things ſacred : 1 lar 
have given one Inſtance already out of oth 
_ Scripture: of a terrible Vengeance at- mo 
tending ſuch Facts; nor are there want- WW of t 


ing many others of like Nature. The to 
ſad and tragical Death of Antiochus cat 
Eßpiphanes that defiled the Temple of 
Feruſalem; the Fate of two of the 
greateſt Generals Rome ever had; fre- 
quently crowned with . Lawrels, a- 
bounding in Wealth (one of them eſpe- 
cially even to a Proverb) and having 
both of them a vaſt Sway in that ſtu- 
pendous Commonwealth, yet it is ob- 
terved by many, that after their bold In- 
truſion into, and Violation of God's 0! 
Hanctuary, they never proſpered in any 
one thing they undertook. Thele two 
great Mcn were Craſſus and Pompey, 1 
the latter of which died a Death as 0 
mean and ignominious, as his Life and 
Rank was truly eminent and noble. 
W 
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will conclude this Ch apter 


r with the 
Opinions, or rather Judgmeats of two 
very great Men, one of which is more: 
immediately applicable to that Particu-- 
lar I have been laſt ſpeaking to, and the 
other may be well and ſuitably. accom-: 
modated to moſt of the other; and bot 
of them will Ipreſume add great Weight. 
to what has been ſaid as to the Qualifi- 
cations of true Leal. a 
The firſt I ſhall produce is that of 
Archbiſhop. Mitgift, contained in an 
excellent Speech he once made to Queen 
Elizabeth, when there was a certain 
great Favourite at Court that had an 
infamous Deſign upon the Revenues: of 
the Church. (a) I ſhall not inſert the 
whole, but only the concluding Part - 


Therefore, good Madam, let not the 
Lord's Exceptions againſt the Failings 
of - ſome few Clergymen prevail with 
(.) The great Earl of Leiceſter, d 

H 5 you 
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you ta puniſh Paſterity, for the Errors 
of this preſent Age; let particular Men 


| Suffer for their particular Errors, but di 
let God and his Church have their C. 
FNibts. And tho 1 pretend not to pri J. 
pheſy, yet 1 beg Poſterity to tale No- he 
tice of what ts already become wiſuble 7 
in many Families ; that Church Land ar 
added to an antient Inheritance, hath ar 
proved like a Moth fretting a Garment, or 
and ſecretly conſumed both: Or like A 
the Eagle which ſtole a Coal from the ſo 
Altar, and thereby ſet. her Neſt on fire, G 
which conſumed both her young Eagles, ju 
and her ſelf that ftole it. And the m 
I ſball forbear to ſpeak reproachfully. of th 
your Father; yet I beg you to take No. ri 
tie, that a Part of the Church's 2 
Rights, added to the vaſt Treaſure te 
left him by his Father, hath been con- (7 
ceived to bring an unavoidable Con. ti 
ſumption on both, notwithſtanding. all { 
his Diligence to preſerve it. This was 0 

the Gentleman, that that great Queen 
in her focular Humours was want to , 


ſtile 


file Her little Hack Huchand. * My 
next Author which I crave Leave to pro- 
duce, is Biſbos Saunderſon; the beſt 
Caſuiſt, and one of the moſt ſolia 
Judgment of any of the Age in which 
he liv'd; and whoſe Works mult be of 
Value, as long as Learning its ſelf has 
any Eſteem in the World; his Words 


are theſe that follow ; (he is preaching 


on that remarkable Text, Rom. iii. 8.) 
And not as we are falſely reported (and 


ſome ſay of us) let us do Evil that 


Good may come; whofe Damnation is 
Juſt.) Tf, faith that learned Prelate, we 
muſt not do Evil for the Glory of God, 
then certainly not for any other infe- 
rior End; not for the ſaving a Life, 
not for the Converſion of a Soul, not 
for the Peace of the Church, and even 
(if that were poſſible) for the Redemp- 
tion of the 2 Theſe are very 
ſolemn Words, and indeed very true 


ones, applicable, as 1 ſaid before, to a 


* The Life of Mr. Heoker before his Eccle/. Polit. 


4] 
or Saunderſen's 2d Serm. ad Clerum, t. 30. 


gecat 
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* 4 1 Brief Diſcomy 
great many Caſes upon which I have 
been lately enlarging: And may Gop 

give us all Grace to engrave them in 
very deep Characters upon the Tables 

of our . 
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CH AP. VII. 


Contains ſome other Rules whereby we 


may the better judge of the Truth 
and Sincerity of our Leal for God 


and R eligion. 


Great deal of Pains hath been al- 
ready taken to ſtrip Tęal of its 
wonted Diſguiſes;- and yet left Men 
ſhould deceive themſelves'in a Matter 
of ſo great and general Importance, it 
will not I think be amiſs to add ſome- 
thing more, whereby Men will be the 
better enabled to pals a. true Judgment: 
on themſelves as to the Point under 
Conſideration. ' And here tis not my 
Deſign to trouble and tire my Reader, 
by leading him into a Maze of intricate, 
undecided, and unuſeful Heculations, 
by doing of which I might 1 

8 
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this intended brief Diſcourſe i into ſack 4 


Length, as would contradif the Title 


Page: But 1 will touch upon ſome few 
— ſuch as are grounded 
on Reaſon and Scripture, and will be 
of great uſe to Men of all Ranks and 
Conditions, if they are ſeriouſly laid to 
Heart. 


vv in the Gil Place I ar. 


Our Zeal ought to be in that kind of 


Proportion which Arithmeticians call 
Direct; that is, where more gives more, 
and leſs leſs; my Meaning is, that our 
Zeal ought to be proportion d to the true 
and intrinſick Value of Things. 


Tt was a prodigious Blunder in "the 


Scribes and Phariſees (a) who were 
very zealous as to thoſe minute Matters 


of Tyrhin 17 Mint, Anniſe and Cum. 


min, whilſt at the ſame time they had 
little or no Regard to the weightier 


(a) Matt. xxili. 23. 


Matters 
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cunceruing ZEAL 135 
Matters of the Law, via. Judgment 
and Mercy and Faith. And yet as no- 
toriouſly fooliſh and dangerous as ever 
this Practice was, we fee Men are 
ever copying after ſo foul an Original. 


Among which ſort of Men I ſhall 
not ſcruple to place thoſe among our 
ſelves, who exert all their Zeal about 
thoſe Ceremonies our Church has thought 
fit to enjoin in Gop's Worſhip, by 
which we are chiefly diſtinguiſhed from 
other Proteſtant Churches; when as 
to the other more vital and eſſential 
Parts of Religion they are perfealy 
cold and indifferent; and it may be 
allow themſelves in many very groſs 
Immoralities. I do not in any wiſe 
ſpeak this to leſfen that Deference that 
Men ought moſt undoubtedly to pay 
to thè Orders of the Eſtabliſhed Church; 
God forbid any Man, and much more 
a Clergyman ſhould do that: Theſe 
things ought to be done ; but then 
things of far greater Conſequence 
ought not to be neglected and left 

n 
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#1idone. Even thoſe Outworks of our 


Religion (if 1 may be allowed ſo to 7 
term them) may with Credit enough MW 16 
be diſputed in our Chriſtian Warfare; ¶ 5:7 
but then we ſhould. beware leſt whilt MW wh. 
we are ſcuffling about theſe, the E- W 2 

nemy come behind our Backs and 
ſurprize our Citadel, and run away 8 
with our Palladium, in which our the 
chiefeſt Strength and Security con- laſt 
ſilts. > S vit 

; What is Reaſon but Proportion, 4 g 

and what is Proportion but Reaſon! not 
Every thing ought to be eſteemed us, 
and contended for by us, as tis of but 
more or leſs Value and Conſidera- out 
tion; and to do otherwiſe is perfect- whi 
ly childiſh and irrational; to tran- due 
ſcribe from the Old Screbes and Pha- our 
riſees ; tis a mere Mockery. of * Gop new 
and Religion, to throw them the ſam 
Shells, whilſt we our, ſelves trample ſeu, 


upon or devour the Kernel. 


There 
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There is anothek Fault little leſs 
abſurd than this, if it be not more 
ſinful and prepoſterous; and that is, 


when Men mingle Partiality with 
Zeal. 


Self Love is our inmoſt Garment, 
the firſt thing we put on, 'and the 
laſt we put off; it was interwoven - 
with our Nature, for very wiſe and 
great Deſigns; but alas! What is it 
that human Nature has not, and doth 
not daily pervert? The wiſe Man tells 
us, GOD at firſt made Man upright, 
but 'tis as certain he hath found 
out many Inventions; (a) amongſt 
which this is one, to convert that 
due Regard we ought to have for 
our ſe)ves into a blind Partial ity of 
not looking into our ſelves, at the 
ſame Time that we are cr/tzcally 
fevere in examining and. judging the 


(a) Eccleſ. vii. 29: 


Faults 
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Faults of others. There are two fe- 
mous Inſtances of this in Scripture: 
=. firſt I ſhall produce is that of 

#dah. (b) The caſe was thi; he had 
Gebanched: his own Daughter-in-Law 
unknown; the Fact pe ſhe had 
been lewd with ſome Body, by what 
commonly diſcovers ſuch things: Never 
Man was in a greater Rage; he im- 
mediately condemns her to the Flames 
without Mercy or Reſpite, and at the 
ſame Time never once thought of 
himſelf till his Staff and Bracelet dif. 
covered the fatal Secret, and loudly 
and viſibly proclaimed his own Guilt, 
The other is that of David. (c) He had 
corrupted Uriah's Wife, and for the 
more ſecure and uninterrupted En- 
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joyment of her had baſely murdered 'T 
an innocent Husband ; but yet, when and 
thes Prophet Nathan puts a parallel WW 47 Z 
Caſe to him in a Parable ſo pat, and vice 
every way accommodated to his own, repr 
that one ſhould have thought he of 


(6) Gen, xxxviii. 24. 


(c) 2 Sam. xii. 5. 


Could 
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could not but have made the Appli- 
cation himſelf, without giving the 
Prophet any further trouble; yet, 
poor Man, Prejudice and Self- love had 
put out the Eyes of his diſcerning 
Faculty, till the Prophet plainly and 
roundly told him, Thou art the Man. 
Never was Man more moved againſt 
that rich Miſer who had raviſhed the 
poor Man's Ewe-Lamb from him, 
that had been brought up in his 
Bolom, c. The Man that hath 
done this ſball ſurely die. A very right 
Judgment, had he duly conſider- 
ed his own Caſe, but that was hid 
from his Eyes, (4) according to the 
common Saying. | 


'Tis a Thing founded on the greateſt 
and moſt concerning Reaſons e look 
at Home; for as 'twill be of great Ser- 
vice to our ſelves, ſo *twill bridle and 
reprimand our cenſuring nd judging 
of others. We know by Experience 


(e] Non vides id Manticæ quod a Tergo Eſt. 
that 
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160 A Brief Diſconiſe 
that Men that are gazing up into the 
Skies, when they ſhould be looking 
under Feet or round about them, are 

in great danger of falling, or other- 
wiſe incommoding themſelves; ſo tis 
with Men in their Journey to aBother 
World; if they would travel with ſafe- 
ty and ſucceſs, they ſhould keep their 

Eyes upon themſelves and their own 
Steps, or clſe ſelf will deceive elf, which 
I believe, every one will own to be Self- 
Deceit. It cannot be, how much ſoever 
a Man may be zealous as to what other 
Men do, that he can be Sealous in the 
Bottom, if he be not zealous as to him. 
ſelf: And he that would have others do 
their Duty whether in acting or forbear- 


ing, ſhould take Care to ſet them an Ex- = 
5 ample in his own Perſon, otherwiſe - I 
he muſt reſolve to bear a Recoil from = 
the odious Charge of being ſelf-con- W fie 
demned. r 

mal 


There is another Thing which the 
Religious Zealot ought frequently to 
be reminded of, and that is, that his 
Indignation 
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Indignation againſt Sin, in which one 
part of true Zeal conſiſts, be accom- 
panicd with Erief and Pity, It was 
a ſaying, I think of Julius Ceſar, that 
he loved the Treaſon, but hated the 
Traitor: The Reverſe of which is 1 
true as to the Caſe now under Con- 
ſideration; we ſhould hate the Sin, 
but at the ſame Time love and com- 
miſerate the Perſon of the Offender. 
Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes 
(aith the Pſalmiſt) becauſe they keep 
not thy Law. (a) And in another 
Place in the ſame Pſalm, Iam grieved 
for the Tranſgreſſors, becauſe they keep 
not thy Law. From whence it very 
plainly appears, that nothing can be ſo 
contrary to a Chriſtian's Duty, and 
particularly to true Zeal, as laughing 
at and making our ſelves merry with 
other Mens Sins, which were our Con- 
{ſciences as tender as they ought to be, 
would prick us to the very Heart, and 
make us diſſolve in Tears and Com- 


(s) F. exix. 36. 


paſſion. 


4 * a „ 
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paſſion. This is no more than the 
natural and genuine Effects of Chriſtian 
Zeal and Compaſſion, and an Heart ſoft- 
ened to the Temper of the ſteereſt 
and beſt Religion in the World. 
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St. Paul, who as he was one of the 
greateſt of the Apoſtles, ſo he has 
afforded us one of the greateſt and moſt 
noble Inſtances of this kind of Con. 
miſcration. (a) There was a very 
great Criminal in the Church of C. 
rinth that inceſtuonſly and contrary 
to the Laws of Nature had married 
his Father's Wife; we are not told 
*twas his own Mother, that would haye 
been ſtill more ſhocking, but tis moſt 
probable 'twas his Mother-in-Law ; 
however twas, it was ſo unatural and 
ſcandalous an Offence, which the Apo- 
file could not forbear ſeverely Animad- 
verting upon; But how did he do 
this? Tis true, he delivered the Wretch 
to Satan, but it was only for the De. 


(4) Compare 1 Cor. the vth. with 2 Cor. ii. 


ſtruction 
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ſtruction of the Fleſb, that his Spi- 
rit might be ſaved in the Day of the 


conſider, that during the Continuance 


of Miracles, Perſons excluded the 


Church by -Excommunication, were in 
a manner put out of Gop's Protection, 
ſo that the Devil tormented them in 
divers Manners, 'till ſuch Time as they 
became ſenſible of their Sin, and the 


Miſery of their Condition; and then 


was the Time for Mercy to ſhew it 
ſelf in Comfort and Deliverance. The 
Apoſtle did not deliver this unhappy 
Wretch to Satan with any worſe De- 
ſign than to humble him under the 
Senſe of his own Sin, that he might 


be qualified for Gop's Mercy. And no 


doubt he did it with much Reluctance 
and Unwillingneſs; but the Diſcipline 
of the Church, the Care of the Of- 
fender's own Soul, and to prevent the 
ſpreading of the Infection of ſo in- 
famous an Example, rendered it abſo- 


lutely neceſſary. Our Apoſtle is ſo 


far 


— * 


Lord Fefus Chriſt. For the due un- 
derſtanding of which we ought to 
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renders the Word swear, (ber 


what—BReefor F muſt - corrfrfy know to 
net) did not fit mourning. for by 
him. (a) 1 1 * Ru 
| 3:11: ſho 
2 This however is very plain, that W ear 
when that notorious Offender was il io, 
brought to the Senſe of his Error, tha 
and became penitent for it, never did 77 
any Man expreſs himſelf with more va 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion towards WM of 
another, than this great Apoſtle ; (6) 
Sufficient to ſuch an one is the Puniſh- | 
ment, or the Rebuke [ eiTi ] of tio 


the many: On the contrary ye ought Qu 
rather now to forgive him [(yagoa- Re 
gal] and comfort him, leſt ſuch an 
one be ſwallowed up with over-much  { 


Grief. (6) 


(2) 1 Cor. v. 2. (5) 2 Cor. ii, 6, 7. 


Compaſſion 
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Compaſſion is what is planted in 
human Nature, and is really one of 
its greateſt Ornaments ; and where can 
Compaſſion become ſo much due as 
to Sinners, blindfolded and traveling 
by haſty Steps to their own Eternal 
Ruine? The Keeneſs of our Zeal 
ſhould not prey upon, and much leſs 
eat up and drown that ſoft Compaſ- 
ſion and tender Regard we owe to thoſs 
that are ignorant and out of the 
Way, under the Power of Sin, and 
Vaſlals to the firſt and greateſt Enemy 
of Mankind. 


Theſe with thoſe other before men- 
tioned are, I think, the moſt material 
Qualifications of a Zeal that is truly 
Religious, and which may lay claim 
tothe Name of Chriftian Vertue, and 
ſo I have no more to add but what 
will be contained in the tollowing 
Chapter. 
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CHAP. vin. 


F intended to fhew the manifold and 
Fatal Miſchiefs occaſioned by Falſe 
and Miftaken Zeal: As on the o- 
ther hand the great Benefits that 
will refult from what is right and 
genume. | | 


1 am firſt to ſpeak of the manifold 
and fatal Miſchiefs that are the 
natural and almoſt neceſſary Re- 
ſult of a Falſe and Miſtaken Zeal. 
For as the Philoſopher hath obſerved 
(@) that the beſt things when cor- 


(a) Ariſtotle. 


rupted, 
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rupted, become the wotſt and moſt 
odious: And as Fire, which very 
much reſembles what I am ſpeaking 
of, how uſeful ſoever otherwiſe it 
be, yet when it breaks thro its pro- 
per Confinements, or exceeds its juft 
Bounds and ' Meaſures, ' is the moſt 
dreadful and devouring of all other 
things, which conſumes and lays 
waſte all before it: So Zeal when 
tis miſtaken as to its true Object, 
or being wrong as to its Meaſures 
and Conduct, it is not leſs frightful 
and Miſchievous ; nor have Confla- 
grations and Deluges, the Sword, 
Famine, or Peſtilence made greater 
Ravages and Devaſtations than a 
miſtaken ill conducted Zeal. - For if 
you ſuppoſe it to be {uch, it can't 
be better painted and deſcribed than 
in the Habit and Accoutrements of 
one of the Furies, or at leaſt in a 
Fools Cap, the Object of Pity to the 
thoroughly Good, and of Scorn and 
Ridicule to all others, 

I 2 A 


*. 0 
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All Hiſtories, Sacred, Eccleſiaſtical 
and Prophane, furniſh us with In- 
ſtances of the moſt dreadful and 
ſhocking Tragedies, the vileſt, the 
moſt. unreaſonable, and unworthy 
Practices which Zeal without Know- 
Jeage hath led Men to act and Jub- 


Nut to. 


It wack be endleſs, as well as 
needleſs, to enter into the Detail, and 
lay before my Reader a full and par- 
ticular Account of all the Wicked- 
neſs; Folly and Madneſs that a mif+ 
taken Zeal hath prompted Men to 
commit; ſome of the chief and moſt 


remarkable Inſtances of which, I ſhall 


have Occaſion to mention hereafter. 
It has been found to transform Men 
into the moſt ſavage and barbarous 
Creatures, to break all the Ties of 
Nature and Alliance, and to render 
Men mere Brutes, nay, Devils in 
human Shape and Appearance, It at- 


tacks Human Nature in the moſt Eſ- 
| ſential 
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ſential and ſhining Parts of it, and. 
wreaths and diſtorts it into the moſt 
frightful Figures and Appearances, 


It Hood winks, and even depoſeth ö 
the Reaſon of Mankind; perverts 


the Will, and ſowers all the Paſ- © © 


ſions and Affections in the Soul of 
Man. 


It is a Religious Madneſs, which 
lixe other Phrenſy even marks the 
very Faces and Features of Men 
with Impreſſions and Airs of a very 
diſagreeable and even dreadful Ap- 
pearance. Some think it was ſuch 
Mark, which Gop is ſaid to have 
put upon Cain, (a) after his having 
murdered his innocent Brother; Gop, 
ſay they, gave him a ſtrange, wild, 
fierce, diſordered Look, to which his 
own Guilt and cruel Temper may 
very well be ſuppoſed to have con- 


(a) Gen. iv. 15. | 
13 tributed 
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| 170 E + 5 Diſeſs 
tributed, and both together to Have 


rendered him dreadful, as well as 
hateful, to all that ſaw him. 


And now to begin firſt with the 
Underſtanding, and ſhew how much 
a blind miſtaken Zeal is found to 
dHorder that Faculty of the Ming. 


The Underſlanding is to the Soul of 
Man as the Eye is to the Body, 
which if it be ſound and in right- 
Order, it ſerves for Guidance and 
Direction, as it was defign'd to do 
by God that gave it; and is in one 
Senſe that Light which lighteth e. 
very Man that cometh into the World. 
The Light of the Body as every Body 
knows, and our Saviour hath told us, 
7s the Eye; (a) and the Light of the 
Mind is the Underſtanding; which 
nothing ſo much darkens as Preju- 
dice, and nothing ſo naturally begets 
ſinful and pernicious Prejudices as 


(4) Matt. vi. 22. 
| miſtaken 


23 .v 1 
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miſtaken Zeal about Religion. Too 
much Light and too great Teal are 
obſerved to weaken it Eyes of our 
Bodies; and ſo will a falſe Zeal, 
which but too nearly reſembles a Fire | 
out of its propet Place and Degree, 
do by that of the Mind, if it be not 
accompanied with JF; —_ and Tem- 


Per. 


The News were not the only Peq- 
ple whoſe Zeal was without Know- 
ledge, and who might have been 
more knowing,. if they had been leſs 
Zealons. 


I think this may be allowed as a 
certain Truth, that Men that are Zea- 
lous are per ſwaded tis their Intereſt ſo 
to be; or which is fantamount, or 
comes to the ſame thing, there is 
ſome Honour and Credit in being 
ſo: And when once Men are per— 
ſwaded of this, which Perſwaſion 
often proceeds from no better a 
Principle than a percurſory and ſu- 

a I 4 perficial 
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perficial way of Thinking, or too 
ſubmiſſive a Deference to, or too 
high a Conceit of their own, or the 
Wiſdom and Piety of their Fore- 
fathers: Such a Preſumption that 
they are in the Right, and that it is 
- for their Intereſt and Honour to be 
Agalous in ſuch a manner, will not 
ſuffer them to weigh and examine 
Things with that impartial ExatFneſs, 


Care, and Caution, which they ought. 


to do; or whether the things about 
which their Zeal is employed, be fit, 
or unfit to be done; ſeeing they fancy 
their Intereſt and Honour are concern'd 
in what they do: And fo taking 
thoſe for their Line of Direction, 
they are reſolved to follow it whi- 
therſoever it leads them. 


Thus by theſe and ſuch like Means, 


Mens Underſtandings are rendered uſe- 


leſs and inſignificant; ſhackled and 


enſlaved to the Force and Power of 
Prejudice, than which nothing can 
poſſibly be a greater Obſtruction to 

Mens. 


concerning TE at. 174 | 
Mens Knowledge, and to free anch 1 
impartial Thoughts and Conſidera- 
tion. 0 4% - 


Without having Recourſe to ſome- 
ſuch lind Cauſe,. as this, we ſhall 
not be ſo well able to account for. 
the ſad and tragical Effects of mi- 
taken Zeal, both among Jews and 
Gentiles at the time of our Saviour's * 
coming into the World and long be- 
fore, of which there is yet; Gop 
knows, but too much remaining. 


Thoſe that have aMind orLeiſure may: 
as to the Gentiles (if they underſtand 
the Languages of thoſe Authors) ſee 
their Superſtition, their Oblcurities, . - 
Barbarities and other horrid Immo- 
ralities which. they were led to the 
Commiſſion of by means of miſ- 
taxen Zeal, diſplayed in the cleareſt 
Light, and their whole Religion con- 
futed by the. moſt ſolid and convin- 
cing Reaſon ; in Clemens of Alexan- 


drius. Pretrepticon or Admonition to 
3h + the- 
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the Gentiles, and in al all the | I 
other Primitive Apologiſts': And as = 
for the Fews and their Zeal, we need 
20 no farther to be acquainted With it 
and its ſad Effects, than the Scriptures * 
themſelves, to whom 1 refer my 2 
Reader. 3} v0 Jon 2 
15 SR 
Having ſaid thus much of the f- be 
24l Influence which a miſtaken Zeal fr 
is found to have upon Mens Un- th 
derſtandings; in the next Place I ſhall tl 
endeavour to prove it equally miſ- al 
chievous as to their Wills and Af- Ol 


fections. 
And here, good God! what an 
Aceldema, what a Field of Blood 

A have 1 to travel over! If I were large- 
ly and particularly to handle this 
Conſideration, I ſhould open ſuch a 

Scene of Horror, ſo much IIl- nature, 

ſo much want of Bowels of Com- 
paſſion, of Chriſtian Charity and eyen 

of Humanity its ſelf, that, to uſe 


the Poct's words, Horreſco referens, 
1 


| — x —— * — * 
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2 tremble at the . e by; 
mention „ 


It had been well for Mankind, 
well for Mens ſelves, and well for. 
others, if the ill Effects of miſtaken: 
Zeal had reached no farther than the 
Underſtanding only; I mean it had 
been well in Compariſon, had it not 
from thence infuſed its Venom into» 
the Will and Affections; which are 
the moſt active Parts of Mens Souls, 

and are capable of putting Mcn -up= 
on doing moſt Miſchief. 4 


We can turn our Eyes almoſt no 
way, but we ſhall meet with ſhocking: 
Inſtances of miſtaken Zeal; not only. 
private Hatred and uncharitable Cen- 
{ures are the Effects of it, but Blood 
and Ruin, Death and Deſtruction: 
compoſe its frightful Train, and Racks 
and Tortures, Fire and grim Execu-- 
tioncrs wait at its Elbow: The moſt: 
abhorred Treaſons, the moſt bloody 
447 WAG have had their Riſe from 

hence 3 $3 


hence; and even the Crucififtion of 
the Son of God himſelf may . be im- 
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puted to this Cauſe, and perhaps were an 
he to appear in theſe our Days, he ſti 
would be clapped up by the Holy In- H. 
 guiſition (as tis called) and be burnt ar 
: 951 an Heretic. To think but of theſe m 
things one would believe would make pr 
Mens Hair ſtand upright, and looſe A 
their Joints, and make their Knees th 
ſmite agaiaſt each other. 

| BY. gd 'f 

To. read but the Hiſtory of the D 


ewiſh Zealots in the laſt fatal Sicge 
of Jeruſalem by the Romans, as Jo- 
 ſephus has repreſented it, would make li 
aà Man melt with Tears; the two Par- ſt 
ties miſerably diſtreſſing each other, tl 
kiling and plundcring one another: h 
within, whilſt the Romans diſtreſſed - 
d 

f. 

a 


them from without, and pale Famine: 
and Death filled the unhappy City, 
which Gop, its. once glorious and: 
C mnipotent Protector, had now. aban- 
de ned and. forſaken. 


— W 
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But O thou bleſſed Feſus, whoſe 

Temper and Doctrine were all Peace 
and Mercy, do we live to ſee Chri- 
ſtians thus afflicting and imbruing their 
Hands in the Blood of one another! 


and yet ſo cruel and unmerciful are 


many of us, who yet all pretend to 
preach and profeſs the Goſpel of Peace: 
Alas, there is but too much Truth in 
that ſolemn Epiphonema, as tis call'd 


in Rhetorick, but atheiſtical - Scoff, | 
ſpeaking of Agamemnon's ſacrificing his 


Daughter, when he lay Wind bound. 


* Such. horrid Miſchiefs could Re- 


ligion act. We have an eminent In- 
ſtance afforded us in the Hiſtory of 
this Nation in one of our own Princes, 
how far Zeal when 'tis miſtaken may 
tranſport otherwiſe good and religious 
Perſons. Acted by this, what Havoc 
did Queen Mary I. make of Thou- 


ſands of innocent Lives in London 


and other Places, contrary to her ſo- 


*. Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum. 


Lucret. Lib, 1. 
lea 


— 
I 
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| Jlemn. Promiſe to thoſe People, who 
| help'd to place her on the Throne; 
and yet ſhe is repreſented as other- 
wiſe a Princeſs: of great Piety, and a 
very ſtrict and vertuous Life: So much 
had Zeal the Aſcendant over her Rea» 
ſon; 'and ſo much did it ſower and 
imbitter her Temper ; by means of 
which ſhe has been tranſmitted to Po- 
ſterity in very black and odious Cha- 
raters; her blind Zeal having. almoſt 
totally eclipſed the Splendor of her 
other. Virtues... 


And moſt certainly tis very great 
Pity that Religion, that was intended. 
to ſweeten Mens Tempers, ſhould by 
Miſtakes about it, ſower and imbitter- 
them: And that which is naturally 
adapted to cement Men in a. ſociable 
Amity and Eaſineſs of Converſation 
with one another, ſhould transform 
Men, as 'tis too often ſeen to do, by 
a miſtaken Zeal for what is falſe, or 
it may be even for that which is true 
(for that is not — into ſa- 

vage 
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vage Creatures, void of Mere, 4rd - 
Truth, which as they are indiſpen- 
ſable Duties, ſo are they the greateſt 
Ornaments of Human N ature. 


Having briefly Pay to thoſe MiC- 
chiefs that ariſe from miſtaben Zeal ; 
Jam next to ſay {ſomething to thoſe 
Benefits that will accrue to Men by 
that which is true and genuine, which 
St. Paul calls a Tęal according to 
Knowledge. And here a: very large 
Field opens and preſents it ſelf to our 


_ had I Mind to travel over it: 


let it ſuffice to give my Reader a ſmall 
ed of it. And 


Firſt, I ſay, by this we ſhall be ſure 
to pleaſe God, and make him our. faſt 
Friend, ©” | 


(2) As we ſhall 980. do the beſt 
Service to our Religion; 


So. (3.) Shall we render the Duries 
| 0 
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of it much more caly and 18 to ; 


us in the Performance of them... 


I will ſpeak to theſe Points with. all 
the Brevity [ well can. 


(.) F ſay hereby we ſhall be ſure to 
pleaſe Go p, and make him our: faſt 
Friend, I have ſaid ſo much already 
of the Excellency and Neceſſity of 
Zeal, in order to our . with 
God, that none can doubt, but true 
Zeal muſt needs be a very pleaſing 
thing to him; inſomuch that if this 
be wanting, all is a dead Letter, and 
ſuch Mens Religion will, as St. Zames 


ſpeaks in another Caſe, be vain. (a) But: 
as:Zeal for Religion recommends us to 


God's Love and Friendſbip :. So.it ought 
to be obſerved, that Gop is the very 
beſt of Friends, infinite in Wiſdom 


and Power, and ready to do us Good 


upon all Occaſions ;. and. what. is yet 
more valuable, he is e ao pnxarnss, 


(a) Jam. I, 26. 


A. Gon, 
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a Gop at a Pinch, when our other 


Friends forſake or forget us, which is 


commonly ſeen to be when we have 
moſt want of them; then Gop, if we 
ſerve him faithfully and fervently, 
will ſtick faſt by us, and either deliver 
us out of our Sufferings, or ſupport 
and comfort us under them, and en- 
able us to glorify his Name by them. 
When my Father and Mather, faith 
the Pſalmiſt, forſake me, the Lord 
taketh me up (a). 


And as it is with private Perſons; 
ſo alſo with publick Societies, they 
are never ſafer than in Gop's Hands, 
and under his Protection; for if he 
be for them, who ſhall be againſt them? 

o Weapon formed againſt them ſball 
proſper : (6) And how can any Nation 
promiſe themſelves the Divine Pro- 
tection, that is not Sealous for Gop 
and Religion ;. however, where Magi- 
ſtrates and Miniſters, who muſt render 


(a) Pſal. xxvii. 10. (6) Jia. ly, 17. 
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an Account, ou t do all they can to 


encourage and promote it 7 Re! 
| +4 GO 

It is not a Multitude of Men, nor do 
immenſe Riches, nor ſhining Arms, and anc 
undaunted Valour; nor the beſt Con- in! 
duct that can preſerve us, if Gop for we 
our Lukewarmneſs in Religion, for- ane 
ſake and deteſt us. And woe be tous fan 
if God depart from us. (a) So that the 
tis our greateſt and trueſt Intereſt both Ex 
for our own, and our Country's ſake, hat 
to keep the ſacred Fire burning, as Li 
the old Romans did; for if that ſhould 7110 
ever totally expire, we may expect on 
that our Country, and our Liberty, 
will not long ſurvive it, ot 
: | * vt 
The next Benefit we may promiſe lit 
our ſelves fron” being truly zealous 20 
towards Gop and for Religion is, bl 
that, as it hath been taken Notice of a8 
before, we ſhall beſt promote and ſe- h 
cure our own Intereſt; ſo thereby we L 
| = 7. 

(a) Hoſea ix. 12. 7 
(hall ö 


ror Brad 1. "6 


ſhall beſt ferve the Intereſts of our Re- 
Religion, and be likely to do moſt 
Good to others, which indeed is to 
do Good to our ſelves by Reflection, 
and to render our Reward very great 
in Heaven. By being zealous our ſelves, 
we ſhall attract the Eyes of others, 
and fix them upon us; and at the 
ſame time, in all' Probability, move 
them to an holy Imitation of our own 
Example. This is what our Saviour 
hath commanded us, viz. To let our 
Light fo ſhine before Men, that they 
may ſee our g dod Works, and glorify 
our Father which is in Heaven. 
Which is as much as if he had ſaid, if 
other Men ſhall obſerve you to 'be, 
zealous of good Works, you will be 
likely to win upon them to be as 
zealous as they ſee you to be. And 
bleſſed is the Man that is ſo happy 
as to gain but one Soul by that Means, 
he ſball in no wiſe loſe his Reward. 
Let ſuch an one know, ſaith St. James, 
that he that converteth a Sinner from 


__- Error of his Way ſball ſave his 
Soul, 


Soul, os cover 4 Mubirade af 
Sims. (a) ; 


wanted, that the Members of the E- 
ſtabliſhed Church were as zcalous for 


Gop and their Church as other De- 


nominations of Chriſtians are; and 
yet it is inexcuſable in fuch Perſons 


if they are not; becauſe the Doct᷑rine 


of the Church is in many Points purer, 


or elſe its Form of Government more 


antient and venerable, or its Cere- 
monie more rational, 
they are in any Church this Day in 
the World, that we know of; and 
yet alas! our Zeal doth not ſeem 
in moſt of us to be proportionable 
to all theſe fo valuable Advantages. 


Both the Papiſts and the Diſſenters 
uſe more Art and Pains than we do, 
to increaſe their Numbers, and to fix 
them to their reſpective Parties when 


(a) jam. v. 20. 


a 
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"Tis to be wiſhed, as tis too much 


than perhaps 
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they have gained them: Whereas we 
for the moſt part ſit ill and uncon- 
cerned SHALE we get or loſe Ground; 
leaving Men to their. own Perſus. 
ſion, tho we of the Clergy,” if they 
will permit, are to enter into friendly 
Debates with them, by the Canons, 
and to endeavour all we can, to con- 
vince them of their Errors and Mi- 
ſtakes ; which I can't forbear taxing as 
a Fault in thoſe that do not, as Op- 
portunity offers its ſelf, but prefer their 
own Eaſe before other Mens Profit: 
Not fo much as ſtudying thoſe Con- 
troverſies that are betwixt us and them, 
which is indeed a very ſhameful Neg- 
lect, and by which the Church ſuffers 
very much Detriment, and ſuch Men 
get as little Credit. | 


Laſtly, Another very conſiderable 
Benefit and Advantage that is the 
natural Reſult of having a true Zeal 
for Gop and Religion, is this, that 
it will render even the moſt difficult _ 
Duties eaſy and pleaſant in the Per- 


formance. 
We 


3 2 17 2 


815 405 b” ade) fo nigh fond ors 
We ate by: Nase very V avetſe, in 
moſt Inſtances, to what is our Duty, 
teady to catch at every little frivg- 
 Jous Excuſe. to ſave; us the Trauble 


ot engaging in it, and ſoon tired and 


Jaded with it, where we are thus en- 


erk but this proceeds from want 


of true Zeal and a lively and vigo- 
rous Warmth of Spirit, which would 
animate and quicken us to the Diſcharge 
of our Duty, and keep us from grow- 
ing dull and — in the. Perfor- 
mance. 


The Doctrines and Duties, for In- 
ſtance, of Morti ſication, Self-denial 
and taking up our Croſs and follows 
ing Chriſt, are very harſh and af- 
flictive to Fleſh and Blood, and are 
what even the Soul herſelf ſhrinks 


at, whilſt in Partnerſhip with the Bo- 


dy. But if Men are once inſpired 
with true Zeal for Gop and Religion, 
it will carry them above the World, 
and make them account of eve- 


b £1. 


| a Joy when they fall into divers 


Temptations. (a) And this is the 


very higheſt and moſt Heroical Pitch 


ſuch Animals, that paſs through the 
Fire without any Hurt or Damage 
fo themſelves : But how much more 


admirable is that Man that receeves 
no Harm either by Sword or Fire 


you will eaſily ſte fois much eaſier it 


is to conquer the whole World, than 
to ſubdue a Perſon of ſuch uncom. 


mon Reſolution. (b) 


What Philoſophy vainly boaſted 
of, that can only the Excellency of 
the Chriftian Religion with Gop's 
Grace effectually — If we love 


Gop as he deſerves, and are Sealous 
as we out to be about the Dons 2 


(a) Jam. i. 2. = 
(5) Miramur Animatia 3 que per Medios 


of 


ignes ine Corporam Now tranſeunt, &c, Fp. 9. 
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£y ching elfe but e = I 
Dang that zhey may win Chriſt; and 
as St. James ſpeaks, even cht it 


of Vertne ; Fe admire,” ſaith Seneca, Y 
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fe Let and this N n place” 
us above Fear and above Pain, and | 
as to our better Parts, out of the 
” © -reach of all the Powers of the World 
Which. is a Condition ſo noble, ſo 
happy, ſo deſirable, that we ought. 

never to ceaſe with the greateſt Im- 
portunity to ask, that Gop would be- 
ſtow upon us this ſacred Armour, this 
Hbeavenly Temper; and that his Will 
may be done by-us:0n Earth as it h 
F. -the holy Angels in Heaven.” — 
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 Notwithftanding the Care and Defign to Prevent as 
| much as poſlible, all Miſtakes, the following ones | 
have crept into this Impreſſion, which the Reader | 
is deſired to correct as follows, hs 
___ 4 * : SEES. * - 
II Age 10. Line 3. read Parozyſm.p.13.1. 12. r. Erer- 
N nal. p. 20. I. 23. dele Other Mens Leal c. and what + + 
tollows to J. 4. in p. 21. being twice printed. p.21. 1.5. | 
rx. Practice |. 14. for great, r. greater. p.40. I. f. for thoſe 
Qualifications, r. ſome of thoſe Qualifications, p. 71. I. 22. 
dele out. p. 92. J 12. r. one of the firſt Biſhops. p. 117. l. 7. 


I. 2. r. Nodoſi Tabulas centum, p. 125. LI I. for then r. 
3. F. 


N 
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&. Learned will be pleas'd to amend. 
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